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UNIT 1
FAMILY
LESSON 1: FAMILY MEANS A LOT TO ME
Communicative area: talking about the importance of a family
Grammar revision: Tense forms
1a. In pairs talk about your summer holidays.

1. How did you spend your summer holidays? 2. Did you
spend it with your family? 3. What did you do together? 4. Did
you visit your relatives? 5. Do you prefer spending your holidays with your family or friends?
1b. Ask and answer questions about your families in new pairs. Find
out what you have in common.

family: large or small?
common hobbies?
friendly?
any siblings? argue with them? live with grandparents?
free time together? strict or gentle? get along well? favourite
family tradition? funny family story?
2a. Read the poem. What does the girl’s family mean to her?

What Family Means To Me
Marilyn R. Barfield

What family means to me is
more
Than mere words can convey
It’s been the basis for my life
And how I’ve faced each day
The holiday festivities
The picnics in the park
The camp outs by the river
And my Mother’s prayers at
dark
4

Are just a few examples
From my childhood memories
That show the warmth of family
And what they’ve meant to
me.
The close knit love of siblings
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With my parents’ T.L.C.1
Has made me know and feel
the warmth
That bonds a family.
2b. Read out the lines of the poem which you ﬁnd the most touching.
3a. Read the story “My Father and Me”. What does the author value
most about his family?
After Carlos Salinas

I remember being five years
old and walking through the
forest by our house with my
dad. It was filled with adventure and seemed to go on forever. It was always an adventure! I always felt safe because
I knew my dad was there if I
faced any real danger.
“Why is grass green, dad?” I remember asking.
“Because it has something called chlorophyll. It helps plants
make their own food.”
“Like we make sandwiches?”
“Ha-ha, similar in a way,” he rubbed my head.
I came across a dead bird and was very curious as to why
he had died and why the ants were all over him.
“What happened to him?” I asked.
“His life ended.”
“Why?”
“Because everyone’s life has to end sometime.” My father
was very calm talking about a completely new idea to me.
“Us too?” I asked in a fearful tone.
“Everyone, son; you and me, that’s life. But it will not happen for a long time.” He smiled and hugged me.
I felt an ugly empty feeling in the pit of my stomach. My dad
was my hero and I had just learned that my hero would one day
leave me. How was a child supposed to react to that?
1

T.L.C. – tender loving care
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I remember asking him questions about everything: why
birds flew instead of ran, who named the animals, why trees
were so tall and why they lived longer than us, why fish
couldn’t talk, and why some animals died when others lived.
I guess I was asking life’s most meaningful questions in a kid’s
innocent ways. My father took all these questions with noble
patience explaining that each animal had a role in the world
and they just knew what to do.
“They just know?” I asked.
“That’s right; just like you knew how to cry when you
were little, and just how mom knew what to do to make you
stop crying.”
“I love Mom.”
“I love Mom, too.”
I stared at the grass and the river. I had been thinking for
a while when suddenly I saw a lovely flower growing by the river bank. It reminded me of a girl at school that always wore
a flower in her hair. “What about girls?”
He chuckled, “What about them?” “Why are they here?”
Looking back now I realize what a silly boy I was, ha-ha.
“Ha-ha, one day you will see why, but what makes you ask?”
“There’s a girl that always wears a flower in her hair
at school. She is very…”
“Pretty?” he asked. My father had figured me out.
“Yes,” I said kicking rocks into the river, avoiding his
eyes.
“So she’s pretty special, huh?” he asked kicking bigger
rocks into the river with me. “I guess,” I responded, trying
to sound indifferent. “How do I show her?”
My father thought for some time and kicked a few more
rocks into the river. He finally spoke, “How would you show
Mom?”
“Buy her flowers?”
“You can do that, or you can just pick them,” he smiled
as he answered. I understood. Now, as a grown man, I can see
all that my father taught me. I would not be the man – the husband and father – I am now if it had not been for him. He has
been teaching me all my life. I am still learning from him. The
other day my son asked me what we would do together that day,
6
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to which I replied, “I know a forest that is filled with adventure
and it seems to go on forever.”
Today, we are walking in the forest. My son has just found
something in the grass and he is running to me to ask a question. Isn’t it great?
3b. What feelings towards his father did the author have when
he was a little boy? What does he feel now? Use the adjectives
below or your own ideas. Support your answers with the examples
from the text.

safe

comfortable empty

proud

embarrassed

grateful

3c. Match the tenses with their meaning. Then, look at the underlined
verb forms in the text and ﬁnd an example of each tense.

Present Simple
Present Continuous
Present Perfect
Present Perfect Continuous

Past Simple
Past Continuous
Past Perfect
Past Perfect Continuous

1. an action happening at the moment of speaking
2. a past action which happened before another action or before a stated past time
3. an action started in the past and continuing up to the
present
4. a past habit or state
5. a past action in progress
6. a repeated / habitual action
7. an action continuing over a period up to a specific time
in the past
8. a recently completed action
3d. Write three sentences about your family using different present
or past tenses. The sentences can be true or false. Read them
to your partner. Partners guess whether the sentences are true
or false.
4. Write your deﬁnition of the word “family”. Share it with your
classmates. Do you have much in common?
5. Take part in the literary contest and write a poem or a short story
“What family means to me”.
7
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LESSON 2: FAMILY ROOTS
Communicative area: discussing family history
Active vocabulary: to hand out, to ﬁnd out, to start out, to go back, to
come alive, to take somebody back, to take out, to think back, to come
from

1a. Look at these pictures and say what you think these people are
talking about. Explain why you think so.

1b. Choose one picture and describe the family. Use the words
below:

family ties, favourite pastime, from generation to generation, family legends, close relatives, to look like, to get on well,
to affect one’s family history, to keep somebody company,
to come alive.
2a. Discuss with your partner.

–
–
–
–

What do you know about your family history?
Are you interested in your ancestors?
What would you like to learn about your family? Why?
How can you get the information you would like to know?

2b. In pairs make a list of tips on how to discover your roots.
8
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2c. Read the script of a radio programme “Family Insights” and
check whether it mentions your tips.

“Researching family history is a true passion rather than just
a hobby for many people,” says Julie Mason. “It is wonderfully
exciting when you learn more about the ancestors.”
Julie began researching her family’s past in order to find
out her roots. She says: “When you discover your roots, it gives
you understanding who you are.”
John Paul Thompson has a different reason for wanting
to research his family’s history. “After my father died I found
myself with photo albums full of old photographs with no labels. I wanted to find out more about the others.”
Some of the things that people discover about their families
can be very surprising. When Jean Sandwell researched her
family history she had a very big shock. She found out that she
had been adopted as a baby. After she had accepted this situation, Jean tried to find her real parents. “I discovered that
my mother emigrated to Australia in 1966,” says Jean. “In
1982 I went to Australia to meet her. It was a very emotional
experience for both of us.”
So what is the best way to start researching your family history? “Interview all your family members before it is too late,”
says Julie Mason. “Make a basic family tree of your close family and step by step make it bigger. Of course, it is not easy
to have accurate information from relatives about things that
happened in the distant past. It is quite normal for different
family members give different versions of the same events.
It is very important to check everything.”
Public records in local libraries and in national archives are
also important to the family historian. Old newspaper reports
are often kept on in local libraries. Sometimes, researching
your family history can be lonely work. Remember that you can
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find a lot of help on the Internet. Of course, it is not easy
to trace your family history a long way back and you must
be very patient. Believe me, in the future, your children, and
their children may be very grateful to you for recording it.
2d. Compare the author’s tips with your own. Do you have much
in common?
3a.  Listen to the part of the TV call-in1 Real Family Talk and say
why Julie, John and Jean decided to ﬁnd their family roots.
3b.

 Complete the remarks. Then, listen again and check.

I realized (2)
It gives you a sense of
it’s a bit like
I was lucky you know I feel
This is all really fascinating
It gives you a feeling
Host: The birth of children in a family causes many people to
think back to previous generations. Unfortunately, many
of us know very little about our ancestors. But some people
have proven how much we can learn if we are really interested in our family history.
John: That’s true. It is surprising what can be unknowingly
handed down through a family. (1) … I knew almost nothing
even about my great grandparents and I started out to find
out about my family. (2) …, because I found a lot of information in our local archive and from talking to some of our
distant relatives. What I discovered did actually give me a
sense of knowing who I was.
Jean: Yes, (3) … reading a thrilling historical novel! If you can
find out which of your ancestors lived through a particular
era, you’ll find the history of that time really comes alive.
(4) … you are a part of it. I was really surprised how much one
can learn from old newspapers and archives. I’ve managed
to find a paper trail for my family back to about 1803. I went
back to the places they lived and it took me back in time.
Host: (5) …, but many people can’t spend the time in archives,
and libraries may not have the necessary information. What
would you advise them to do?
1

Call-in is a radio or television programme during which the listeners or
viewers telephone the studio and participate.

10
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Julie: When I started my research (6) … how much I can learn
at home, just looking through old photos and some old
things that are around in every family house. I’ve discovered a lot of postcards in my grandmother’s house, all with
these wonderful messages on the back. It’s all part of the
family research.
And, of course, the Internet – a lot of curious facts can be
found there: archive references and articles from newspapers.
Jean: Yes, you are right, but (7) … we should talk more to our
relatives – our grandparents. They do have a lot to tell us!
(8) … belonging to a family and helps you understand yourself better. That’s exactly what has happened to me! It stimulated in me the desire to find out as much as I could about
the family. I think it adds to your identity. It gives you
a sense of who you are and where you’ve come from. It puts
you in context.
3c. Match the verbs with the deﬁnitions.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

to hand out
to find out
to start out
to go back
to come alive
to take somebody back
to take out
to think back
to come from

a) to remind someone of something in the past
b) to think about something that
happened in the past
c) to be born in a particular place,
to belong to a particular family
or a social group
d) to give knowledge and skill
to someone who is younger than
you and will live on after you
have died
e) to remove something from a pocket, bag, etc.
f) to return to a person, place,
subject or activity
g) to discover a fact or piece of information
h) to become interesting and exciting
i) to intend to do something,
to begin doing something
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3d. Fill in the gaps using the verbs from ex. 3c. Make necessary
changes.

1. My grandpa (1) … Polotsk. It usually (2) … in summer
when visitors come to spend their holidays there. We visit
it every year and always (3) … our camera to take some family
photos.
2. A talent for drawing (4) … from generation to generation
in our family. This picture of my sister’s always (5) … to my
childhood.
3. I (6) … on my research about five years ago and now I know
a lot about my ancestors. It is very important as we may never
(7)… the truth about what happened to them many years ago.
4. Interview your relatives and ﬁnd interesting facts in your family
history. Write them down and share with your classmates in the next
lesson.

I’d like to tell you a few
words about …
First, …
Then … when …
It’s interesting that …
I realized …
It gave me a sense of …

It’s a bit like …
It gives me a feeling …
You know …
I feel …
It’s really fascinating …
I am lucky …

LESSON 3: DAYS TO REMEMBER
Communicative area: expressing opinions, talking about preferences
Active vocabulary: the Passive Voice
1. What are the most memorable days in your family? Why?

BIRTHDAYS
HOLIDAYS

FAMILY TRIPS
FAMILY GATHERINGS
WEDDING ANNIVESSARIES …
…

2a. Match the names with the photos. What do you know about
these people?

a) Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip
b) Queen Victoria and Prince Albert
c) Prince William and Kate Middleton
12
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1

2

3

2b. Read the newspaper article. Did Queen Victoria have a happy
family?

Royal weddings attract enormous public attention and are
watched on TV and the Internet by millions of people all over
the world in addition to the invited guests. Various venues
have been used for Royal weddings over the last century. The
Chapel Royal in St. James’s Palace and St. George’s Chapel
in Windsor Castle were popular settings for weddings in the
19th century. Since 1919 most Royal Weddings have been held
in Westminster Abbey.
When we think of weddings, naturally the first colour that
springs to mind is white. However, this was not always the
case. The traditional “white wedding” came into vogue entirely
because of one bride: Queen Victoria who reigned for the longest period in the British history. Prior to her 1840 marriage
to Prince Albert, it was common for brides to wear colourful
dresses, and even black dresses. It is said that from the moment
she met him, Victoria was greatly charmed by Albert. Their
wedding was held on February 10, 1840 in the Chapel Royal
of St. James’s Palace in London.
The union between Queen Victoria and Prince Albert is
known as one of the greatest love stories in history. For 21
years they lived in close harmony and had a family of nine children. Queen Victoria and Prince Albert were the first of the
royals to occupy Buckingham Palace. Also Prince Albert who
was a German changed the way the British celebrated Christmas. Until then, it used to be a dull affair characterised by going to Church and singing Christmas hymns. Prince Albert introduced Christmas trees and decorations in the best German
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tradition. Soon this novel way of celebrating the 25 December
was eagerly taken up by the British public and then it was carried over to America. Since then, the Christmas tree has been
decorated at Windsor Castle and in many homes all over
the world.
Prince Albert died suddenly of typhoid at Windsor on 14
December 1861. Victoria was utterly devastated. She would
not show her face in public for three full years. Victoria ruled
for 63 years and adored Albert so much that she refused to wear
anything but black to show her mourning for her husband,
which she did for 40 years. The Royal Albert Hall in London
was named in honour of Prince Albert, and his name is also affixed to London’s Victoria and Albert Museum. The Victoria
and Albert Museum (often abbreviated as the V&A), is the
world’s largest museum of decorative arts and design. Today,
the museum is being reconstructed according to a £150m renovation programme. New galleries, gardens, shops and visitor
facilities will be opened in the near future.
2c. Read the article again and say what new family traditions Victoria
and Albert introduced.
2d. Match the underlined passive verb forms with the names of the
tenses and the schemes.

Present Simple Passive
Past Simple Passive
Future Simple Passive
Present Continuous Passive
Present Perfect Passive
was / were + V3

will be + V3

am / is / are being + V3

have / has been + V3
am / is / are + V3

2e. Write out all the verbs in the passive form. Try to reconstruct the
events using these verbs and not looking in the text.
3a. Read this article about another Royal couple. Guess whose
wedding anniversary it is about.

The couple met in 2001 when they were students at the University of St. Andrews in Scotland. Their engagement (1. an14
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nounce) in 2011, and they married on April 29, 2011. The ceremony (2. hold) at Westminster Abbey and the reception
(3. hold) at Buckingham Palace. They welcomed their son
on July 22, 2013. In the past, royal babies (4. mostly look after)
by nannies, but it (5. think) little George (6. bring up) in a less
traditional way as his parents want to be very involved with
their baby. As part of the Royal Family the new prince will
have certain duties as he grows up. Of course he (7. prepare)
to be King someday.
Today, they are spending the day apart – he is on duty with
his helicopter search in north Wales, while she visited Naomi
House Children’s Hospice in Hampshire for tea. As an anniversary gift, she (8. give) a picture of the main character from the
children’s book The Very Hungry Caterpillar made by the children at Naomi House.
To celebrate their wedding anniversary, the couple enjoyed
a romantic dinner in London on Friday after touring the Harry
Potter and Batman exhibits at Warner Brothers Studios. They
spent the weekend together in Norfolk and exchanged their gifts.
3b. Read the article again and put the verbs in the correct passive
form.
4a. Look through an Internet forum on family traditions. Which
of these family traditions do you like most? Why? Explain your
choice to your partner.

Susan: Our family tradition is to fly or to drive to Switzerland
on holidays. My distant relatives live there. Every holiday
we stay at my aunt’s. She lives with my cousin in a small
cosy town. The day we arrive, my aunt throws a family reunion party with loads of food and entertainment.
Rosy: I think family traditions are the glue that binds one generation to another. They give kids and parents something
to look forward to, as well as something to count on during
the holiday season... and throughout the year. For example,
we play a few games of bowling which keep everyone talking
and laughing together. Our crowd grows every year.
My parents joined us once and now they come every year,
too. If ever there is a relative or friend of the family whom
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I didn’t see throughout the year, I’ll invite them to come to
the bowling alley on Thanksgiving Day.
Nick: We have a great tradition called a random act of kindness. Each time a family member does a good deed, they tie
a red, gold, or white ribbon on the tree in front of the house.
We recollect these good deeds on Christmas Eve. Oh, and
we give all the kids new pajamas on this day!
Helen: We have made a family event out of choosing the Christmas tree. We get together with family and friends, find the
perfect Christmas tree, play in the snow and come home to a
feast. And we play “Secret Santa” to another family or to
each other.
Tom: Camping trips are our favourite family tradition! We
choose a special weekend of our own and it doesn’t have
to be the official holiday. Sleeping under the stars is great!
We took our daughter on her first camping trip when she
was 6 months old. She had the time of her life, and we have
memories we’ll never forget.
4b. Transform the underlined phrases into the passive voice.
5. Make a list of important family traditions, special dates or events
and explain why they are so important.
6. Write a story on one of the topics below:

– an important event or celebration in your family;
– an unforgettable present you / your relatives have received;
– a day that is memorable to you.

LESSON 4: HAPPINESS IS HOMEMADE
Communicative area: making assumptions, analyzing, expressing
opinions on family happiness

1a. Look through the characteristics of a happy family and make
sure you know their meaning. Choose ﬁve you think are the most
important.
16

Правообладатель Вышэйшая школа

gratitude passion
warmth
confidence in the future
attention
responsibility
harmony
support
respect
force
A HAPPY FAMILY
affection
companionship emotional security mutual understanding
love common interests / views / tastes / social experience
1b. In turns, go to the board and write the characteristics you have
chosen. In case your word is already on the board, put a tick next
to it instead of writing it again.
1c. Sum up the results. What characteristics have your class mates
chosen? Which ones are the most popular?
2a. Describe the picture. Do you know what family it is?

friendly, close-knit, extended, foster, adopted, to look like, common interests, reliable, mutual love, understanding and respect, to care for,
to look after, to support each other,
to spend time together, to treat with
love, to pay attention to
2b. Discuss with your partner why this family is not usual.
3a. Read about Jolie-Pitt’s children. Are they happy to live together?
Prove your opinion using the text.

Maddox Chivan Jolie-Pitt
Birthdate: August 5, 2001
Adoption Date: March 2002
Birth Place: Cambodia
The eldest of the Jolie-Pitt gang, Maddox
has been described by his parents as being
“mature”, “nurturing”, a “professional big
brother”, and a “real intellectual”. He may
not like them, but has accepted that they’re part of his
life and isn’t going to let them get to him too much.
He also appears to be following in his parents’ footsteps
when it comes to acting: He was a zombie in his father’s
hit film World War Z!
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Pax Thien Jolie-Pitt
Birthdate: November 29, 2003
Adoption Date: March 2007
Birth Place: Vietnam
Pax’s personality, according to his mother,
is pretty much the exact opposite of his older brother’s! Angelina has described her
middle son as being very wild and getting
into trouble often. But at the same time, she is quick
to point out that underneath that wild beast is a pussy-cat
and that Pax is a good kid.
Zahara Marley Jolie-Pitt
Birthdate: January 8, 2005
Adoption Date: July 2005
Birth Place: Ethiopia
Zahara was a very sick little baby when she
was adopted at the tender age of six months.
Severely underweight and suffering from
salmonella poisoning, she required hospitalization shortly
after being brought to her new home in the U.S. …and according to the doctor that treated her, almost certainly
would have died before her first birthday had it not been for
Angelina. Today, luckily, all that is behind the gorgeous
little girl whom Angie has described as being very maternal
with her siblings. She appears to be an animal-lover (she’s
been seen minding the family’s bulldog, Jacques, and, according to her mother, takes horseback riding lessons).
Shiloh Nouvel Jolie-Pitt
Birthdate: May 27, 2006
Birth Place: Swakopmund, Namibia
Shiloh doesn’t seem to care too much about
what others think of her. And she takes after her mother. Bread says that Shiloh
is deeply affected by Angie’s humanitarian
work and wants to get out there and help people. Sounds
like there may be another UNHCR goodwill ambassador
in the Jolie-Pitt family in a few years!
18
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Knox Leon Jolie-Pitt
Birthdate: July 12, 2008
Birth Place: Nice, France
Like his big brothers, Knox appears to be
very much a mama’s boy, often holding Angie’s hand and sticking close to her on outings. Perhaps that’s because he has the same
personality as another male that likes to stick close to Angie: his father, Brad. His style of dress is also very much
like his father’s, and they even appear to share the same
sunglasses!
Vivienne Marcheline Jolie-Pitt
Birthdate: July 12, 2008
Birth Place: Nice, France
Perhaps the most “girly” of the Jolie-Pitt
sisters, Viv adores everything pink. She
is just a princess. Besides, her first movie
role was that of a princess. In her mother’s film Maleficent,
she played the child version of Princess Aurora (sleeping
beauty). Will Maleficent mark the beginning of a long and
successful career on the silver screen for Viv? Only time
will tell!
3b. Say who

–
–
–
–
–
–

may follow their parents’ footsteps,
often gets into trouble,
is an animal-lover,
likes to look stylish,
dreams to help Angie in her humanitarian work,
takes horseback riding lessons.

3c. Make a list of words Angelina uses to speak about her children.
Compare it with your partner’s. How does she characterize them?
What kind of mother is Angelina Jolie?
3d. The Jolie-Pitts spend much time with their children. Find proof
in the text.
19
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4. Imagine that you are going to interview Brad Pitt and Angelina
Jolie.

 In pairs make a list of questions.
 Role-play the interviews: 1) Student 1 – the reporter, Student 2 – Brad Pitt; 2) Student 1 – the reporter, Student
2 – Angelina Jolie.
5a. Comment on Angelina Jolie’s saying: “My family happiness
comes ﬁrst. That makes me similar to others and different from
them.”

Speaking personally, I think
that …
In my opinion …
From my point of view…

If you ask me …
As I see it …
It would seem to me that …

5b. Write your comment.

LESSON 5: BIG FAMILY: FOR AND AGAINST
Communicative area: comparison, giving opposing views
1a. Compare these pictures and say which one appeals to you.
Why?

1b. Read people’s comments on the forum where they discuss big
and small families. Which of them is for a big family and which
of them is for a small one?

Akane, Canada
Is it better to have a big family or a small family? Well, I’ve always liked the idea of having a big family so I think that having
20
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a big family is a really good thing. I come from a small family.
I only have one brother, so if I could afford it, I think I would
really like to have a big family when I get older.
Jeff, Holland
A big family or a small family? Which is better? I grew up in
a big family and it was really good: four brothers and one sister
and my parents and a dog, so there were lots of people around
and I think a big family is good. You’re never lonely and there’s
always someone to hang around with or play with or do something with and lots of things to share and you learn some good
values about sharing and being patient and, yeah, I think big
families are better than small families.
Jeyong, Korea
I’m the only child in the family and I like it. Of course I’m
spoilt a little but it doesn’t disturb me. The attention is all
mine, consequently I’m the apple of my parent’s eyes. I feel
lucky, and my friends are jealous because of my single state,
particularly because I don’t have to share a bedroom. It’s
an advantage. You get undivided attention from your parents. Being alone made me close to animals but it also made
me quite demanding. If you don’t have sisters or brothers
you need friends and so I tried hard to make them, I am good
at making them still and such experience is very useful nowadays.
Ruth, England
Big or small? Well, I’m from a small family, which I think is really good because we’re really close knit and we get to spend
more time together because we are small, but having said that,
probably because I am from a small family, I would like to be
from a big family, because in a big family, you always have
company. You have a wider variety of people to spend time
with, and I associate big families with fun and laughter, so I
think I would prefer a big family even though I like my small
family.
Simon, France
Yeah, I think to be part of a small family is better. I’m an only
child, so I’ve only known life in a small family. Definitely
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if you’re part of a small family, or you’re a child in a small family, you’re the number one banana. Your parents do everything
for you. They take care of only you, or if you have one other
sibling, you know, if you live in a family of eight, you know,
love and things like that have to be shared more so, that’s that.
Todd, The United States
I think for the child it’s better to have a big family because then
you have more brothers and sisters to do stuff with and you’ll
have special memories and when you get older you’ll be able
to look back and think of all the good times you had with your
brothers and sisters, but I think for parents, these days it’s
better to just have a very small family, maybe just one or two
children because things are so expensive and it’s just really
hard to raise a big family these days.
1c. Who do you agree with? Why?
2a.  Being an only child has its pros and cons. Listen to the
programme and note the reasons why:

– it must be awful to be an only child;
– there are some advantages of being an only child too;
– big families are better.
2b. Work in groups of three. Share your feelings about having / not
having siblings, use the expressions below. Report your ideas to the
class.

to keep someone company
to look alike
to get on someone’s nerves
to be annoying
to look out for someone

to feel bad
to make someone cry
to get on well with someone
to fight about everything
to be upset

3a. Look through the chart of the public opinion poll, comment
on the ﬁgures.

Model. The majority / … per cent / more than half / one fourth
of the poll participants believe that a family should
have … children.
22
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What do you think is the ideal number of children
for a family to have?

Zero

One

Two

Three

Four

Five
or more

No
opinion

3b. Carry out your class’s poll on this issue and create a similar
chart on the board. In turns, go to the board and build up the column
of the chart which corresponds to your opinion.
3c. Compare your class chart with the chart in ex. 3a.
4. Choose the saying you like most, comment on it in writing.

 I am both the best and the worst child in the family because I am an only child.
 I don’t care how poor a man is; if he has a big family, he’s
rich.
 In time of test, a big family is the best.
 A big family is great, but … getting birthday presents is a
problem.

LESSON 6: FAMILY DISAGREEMENTS
Communicative area: making suggestions, sharing opinions, interviewing
Active vocabulary: blazing, a row, unnerving, a cross word, to back
up, to sob, to spot
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1. Look at the pictures and describe the situation shown in them.
Use the phrases below.

to quarrel with, to ignore someone’s opinion, to keep a sense
of humour, to listen to others, to make fun of, to find a solution,
to shout at, to talk about, to discuss a (conflict, argument, problem), to be (angry, upset, disappointed, embarrassed, sad, rude,
aggressive)
2a. Read the text and match the titles with the paragraphs (one is
extra).

a) Professional commentary
b) Study results
c) TV therapy

d) “Real life” examples
e) Peaceful silence

Why Family Rows are Good for You
1. The blazing arguments and poisoned silences of family rows
and something that almost everyone has been through at some
point. Many people do their best to avoid such conflicts, but are
they wasting their time? A Cambridge University study suggests that arguments between mothers and their teenage girls
are actually a sign of a healthy relationship. Many other psychologists agree and say teenage boys should
also be having shouting matches with their
old folks. They suggest it’s those unnerving
families who never have a cross word that
we should actually feel sorry for. Rows are
seen as part of a normal, constantly changing relationship and provide teenagers the
chance to show that they are no longer little
girls and boys, but are becoming mature.
24
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2. Scientists say the reality TV
show The Osbournes provides just
one example to back up their findings. Mother Sharon and daughter
Kelly engage in frequent, intense
rows, but nearly always kiss and
make up – and have a close bond,
according to Sharon. You don’t
have to look too far to find other
examples of difficult parent-child relationships. Violinist Vanessa Mae employed her mum as her manager before sacking her
for being “too competitive”. And one row between a young Sophie Dahl and her mother Tessa, which ended in Sophie sobbing
in the street, led to her being spotted by a model scout.
3. “Rows between parents and teenage
children are part of family life and, while they
can be upsetting, are not normally something
to worry about,” says psychologist Carole
Haston. “It is the constant stress and anxiety
caused by these rows that we don’t want to
have.” Although arguments can get a bit
heated, if you reach some kind of conclusion
and find a way out of a problem, they are
worth having. She says that in families where
there are no arguments, people are keeping their feelings
to themselves. And that’s unhealthy.
4. But while the psychologists say we’re doing well if we
row, there are those who believe we’ve still got plenty of hidden feelings we’re dying to let out. Turn on any soap opera and
it’s unlikely you have to wait long before the characters exchange heated words, often to the delight of millions of viewers. Carole Haston says, “People watch soaps because in real
life they spend their time trying to avoid conflicts. We like
turning the TV on and seeing people saying all the things
we don’t dare to say to the people close to us.”
2b. Match the words with the deﬁnitions.

1) a row
2) argument

a) to deal successfully with a difficult situation or job
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3) cope with
4) a talk through
5) conflict
6) to sob
7) provoke
8) blazing
9) unnerving
10) crow word
11) back up
12) to spot

b) a noisy argument or fight between two
or more people
c) to discuss a plan or situation in a detailed way
d) a disagreement between people or groups
e) an angry disagreement between two or
more people
f) to deliberately try to make someone angry
g) to cry noisily, making loud, convulsive
gasps
h) showing a lot of anger or emotions, with
the intensity of a fire
i) angry word
j) making someone nervous or frightened
k) to notice
l) to give support

2c. Combine the words from the two columns and use them to make
up sentences concerning family conﬂicts:

to win
angry
to avoid
to be in
blazing
to come into
to cope with
fake
to get into
to have
heated
to lose
to provoke
to talk through

all the options
anger
argument
conflict
emotion
problem
relationships
row
situation
smile
stress
thing

2d. Discuss the following questions with your partner.

1. What purpose do rows have according to Cambridge psychologists? Give reasons.
2. What examples do they give to show this?
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3. According to psychologists, what can ruin relationships
in a family?
4. When are rows actually good for relationships?
5. Do you agree with the ideas from the text? Why? Why not?
6. Could you support your opinion with any examples from
your own experience?
3a. Discuss in small groups. Report your ﬁndings to the class.

 What are the main reasons for disagreements in a family?
 How should people deal with family conflicts?
 Could you support your opinion with any examples from
your own experience?
3b. Write a short paragraph expressing your opinion on family
disagreements.

LESSON 7: FAMILY IN HISTORY
Communicative area: talking about a famous Belarusian family
Active vocabulary: renowned, an imprint, an endeavor, to recollect,
entire
Grammar revision: the Active and the Passive Voice
1. Answer the questions.

1. Have you ever travelled with your family?
2. What Belarusian sites have you visited together?
3. Have you been to the castle of Neswizh or the Mir castle?
4. Who did they use to belong to?
5. Were there many noble families in the history of Belarus?
2a.  Listen to the radio programme “Back to History”. Choose the
best title for the issue, prove your choice.

a) Glorious pages of Belarusian history
b) The Radziwill family
c) Famous people of Belarus
2b. Read the script of the programme and match the words in bold
with their deﬁnitions.
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There were a lot of families in the history of Belarus; however
none was more renowned than the Radziwill family. The story
of the members of this family occupies many pages in the modern encyclopaedia of Belarus. The family left its imprint on a
wide variety of human endeavours – from public and political
life to culture and education. Members of the family were leaders in wars against the enemies of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and later of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and the
Russian Empire. For centuries they collected books, documents, paintings, weapons and other rare and valuable objects
that could fill entire museums. History has preserved a lot
of names of the Radziwill family. Let us recollect some of them
today.

1) to call to mind;
2) a mark made by pressing something onto a softer substance so that its outline is reproduced;
3) with no part left out; whole;
4) known or talked about by many people;
5) an effort to achieve a goal.
3a. What members of the Radziwill family do you know? Match the
members of the Radziwill family with their portraits.
A
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B

C

D
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1) Barbara Radziwill
2) Nikolay Radziwill Chorny
3) Nikolay Kristof Radziwill Sirotka
4) Mikhail Kazimir Radziwill (Rybonka)
5) Franciska Ursula Radziwill

E

3b. What do you know about them? Why are they famous? Make
a list of predictions and discuss them with your partner.
4a.  Listen to the second part of the radio programme and check
your guesses.
4b. Read the script of the programme and put the verbs in the
correct form. Use the Active or Passive Voice. Listen again and
check your guesses.

Barbara Radziwill (1520–1551), the Queen of Poland and
Duchess of Lithuania (1. be) the most beautiful woman of her
time. It (2. write) in the chronicles that she was “triumphant
in her beauty and love affairs”. Indeed, the love she (3. awake)
in the heart of the Polish King Zyhimont II August (4. call)
“the love affair of the century”.
Nikolay Radziwill Chorny (the Black) (1515–1565) (5. fill)
high and responsible posts in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania:
great chancellor, governor of Vilno, administrator of Litovia.
His policy (6. aim) at strengthening the power of the state.
His son Nikolay Kristof Radziwill Sirotka (1549–1616)
a Catholic, (7. head) the fight against Calvinism and (8. issue)
orders to burn books published by Calvinist printing houses.
At the same time he (9. exert) every effort to make the architecture of the Radziwill palace in Nesvizh equal to that of contemporary European cities. He was famous as the author of a
detailed travelogue describing his journey to Jerusalem, Syria,
Egypt and other places.
Mikhail Kazimir Radziwill (Rybonka) (1702–1762) (10. rebuild) the town and the castle of Nesvizh. He (11. occupy) high
state posts, (12. possess) land and was a close friend of King
August II. He was a powerful magnate and Nesvizh (13. turn)
into a center of his estate.
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In those years his wife Franciska Ursula Radziwill (1705–
1753), who (14. write) comedies and dramas, (15. establish) the
first Slavic secular theatre in Nesvizh. Dramas, operas and ballets (16. stage) there. Slutsk ballet school (17. attach) to the
theatre. This theatre was in action till 1760. That was also the
time of restoration of book printing in Nesvizh.
The Radziwills (18. collect) jewelry, paintings, weapon, different precious objects... By now nobody (19. be able to) find
out where the treasures (20. go).
4c. Agree or disagree with the following statements. Prove your
opinion.

1. The Radziwill family was the oldest and the richest family in the history of Belarus.
2. The members of the family were great scientists, politicians, artists.
3. The imprint of this family was very significant.
4. The Radziwills were very rich.
4d. Work in groups. Find out from your partner:

– who founded the first Slavic secular theatre in Nesvizh;
– what policy Nikolay Radziwill Chorny followed;
– what Nikolay Kristof Radziwill Sirotka was notorious for;
– who rebuilt the town of Neswizh;
– whether the treasures of the Radziwill’s castle have been
found.
5. Imagine that:

 you are a guide in the local museum. One of the visitors
is interested in the Radziwills. Role play a dialogue with
your partner on the topic;
 your teacher of history is ill and she asks you to give a lesson to younger pupils instead of her. What are you going
to tell them about the Radziwills?
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EXAM BITESIZE
I. Reading
1. Read the article and say in 2–3 sentences what it is about.

Sibling Conflict
“Why can’t our kids just get along? Why must they always
fight?” Parents get tired of the teasing and competing.
They can’t understand why their children can’t leave each
other alone, and just be friends. “Who needs it?” parents ask.
The answer is “the children do.” Fighting is not a sign of children not getting along. It is how they get along – using conflict to test their power, establish differences, and ventilate
emotion. Children compete for dominance, parental attention, parental support, and household resources. Who gets
what? Who does what? Who goes first? Who gets most?
Who’s right? Who’s best?
When we are children, our brothers and sisters – are our
first friends and first enemies. The effect of sibling relationships in childhood can last a lifetime. Many experts say that
the relationship among brothers and sisters explains a great
deal about family life, especially today when brothers and sisters often spend more time with one another than with their
parents. Studies have shown that sibling relationships between sister-sister pairs and brother-brother pairs are different. Sister pairs are the closest. Brothers are the most competitive. Sisters are usually more supportive of each other.
They are more talkative, frank, and better at expressing
themselves and sharing their feelings. On the other hand,
brothers are usually more competitive with each other. The
major exception to this is identical twins for whom similarity
creates an unusual intimacy. The more alike they are, the
closer they feel. The closer they feel, the more alike they want
to become. They can feel incomplete in absence from each other, they can have unspoken means of knowing what is going
on with each other, and they may even construct a secret language between them that no one else understands. Experts
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agree that the relationship among siblings is influenced
by many factors. For example, studies have shown that both
brothers and sisters become more competitive and aggressive
when their parents treat them even a little bit differently
from one another. But parental treatment is not the only factor. Genetics, gender, life events, people, and experiences
outside the family all shape the lives of siblings.
2. Can the relationship among siblings explain a lot about family
life? Read aloud the extract which supports this point.
3. What is the difference between brothers and sisters?
4. What inﬂuences the relationships among siblings?

II. Listening
 Listen to the text and answer the questions.
1. How was the family going to celebrate Mother’s Day?
2. What disturbed their plans?
3. Was it really the best Mother’s day for Mother?

III. Speaking
Let’s talk about family.

1.What
1.
What is a happy family?
2.Do
2.Do you agree that modern families have many difficulties?
3.What
3.What will you ask your British friend about his or her
family?
4.What
4.What would you advise people who are thinking about
divorce?
5.They
5.They say: “Every family is happy in its own way”. Explain it.
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UNIT 2
THE UK
LESSON 1: COUNTRY AND PEOPLE
Communicative area: differentiating between geographical and
political terms
Active vocabulary: nouns with the sufﬁx -dom
1a. Look at the following words and abbreviations and say what
they mean and which of them is a geographical, political, poetic
or historical term.

The UK, Great Britain, the British Isles, the United Kingdom,
Albion.
kingdom = king + dom
boredom = bore + dom
1b.

wisdom = wis(e) + dom
freedom = free + dom

 Listen to the text and check your ideas.

2a. Read the text from Wikipedia and make a list of terms that have
not been mentioned in the previous text.

Various terms are used to describe the different (and sometimes overlapping) geographical
and political areas of the islands
of Great Britain, Ireland, and
the smaller islands which surround them. The terminology is
often a source of confusion,
partly owing to the similarity
between some of the actual
words used, but also because
they are often used loosely.
In addition, many of the words
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carry both geographical and political connotations which are
affected by the history of the islands. The purpose of this article is to explain the meanings of and relationships among the
terms in use. However many of these classifications are contentious and have resulted in the British Isles naming dispute.
In brief, the main terms and their simple explanations are
as follows.
Geographical terms
 The British Isles is a group of islands in the Atlantic Ocean
off the coast of Continental Europe. It includes Ireland,
Great Britain, the Isle of Man, Shetland, Orkney, and
thousands of smaller islands.
 Great Britain is the largest island of the archipelago.
 Ireland is the second largest island of the archipelago and
lies directly to the west of Great Britain. The island of Ireland itself has its own list of Irish Isles.
 The full list of islands in the British Isles includes over
6,000 islands, of which 51 have an area larger than 20 km2.
Political terms
 The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is the constitutional monarchy occupying the island
of Great Britain, the small nearby islands (but not the Isle
of Man or the Channel Islands), and the north-eastern part
of the island of Ireland. Usually, it is shortened to the
United Kingdom or the UK, though Britain is also an officially recognised short form. ‘Great Britain’ is sometimes used as a short form, and although technically incorrect, it is the name used by the UK in some international organisations.
 Ireland is the sovereign republic occupying the larger portion of the island of Ireland. It is also called ‘the Republic
of Ireland’ or simply ‘the Republic’. Occasionally, its
Irish-language name Eire is used in an English-language
context to distinguish it from ‘Northern Ireland’, even
though the word ‘Eire’ directly translates as ‘Ireland’.
 England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland are the
four countries of the United Kingdom though they are also referred to as the constituent countries which are legal
jurisdictions within the United Kingdom.
34
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 Great Britain means the countries of England, Wales and
Scotland considered as a unit.
Linguistic terms
 The two sovereign states in the region, the United Kingdom and Ireland, are frequently referred to as countries.
 British is an adjective pertaining to the United Kingdom;
for example, a citizen of the UK is called a British citizen.
 Anglo- is often used as an adjectival prefix referring to the
United Kingdom (notwithstanding that its original meaning is ‘English’) particularly in the field of diplomatic relations.
 Wales is sometimes called the Principality of Wales, although this has no modern constitutional basis.
 Northern Ireland is often referred to as a province or called
Ulster, after the traditional Irish province of Ulster
in which it is located.
2b. Read the text again and explain the following:

1. What is the difference between ‘Britain’ and ‘England’?
2. Is Scotland a separate country? 3. Is ‘the United Kingdom’
the same as the ‘British Isles’? 4. What is Eire?
3. Have a competition between two teams. Which team remembers
more facts about the UK?
4. Imagine you were asked to speak about the UK in primary
school. Write a short text which will accompany your presentation.

LESSON 2: WHO RUNS THE UK?
Communicative area: discussing the political system of the UK
Active vocabulary: parliamentary democracy, the ﬁnal say, bill,
to rest with, the House of Commons, the House of Lords, peer, MP,
prime minister, general election, constituency, National Assembly
1a. Discuss with your partner.

1. What is parliamentary democracy?
2. What does MP stand for?
3. What is National Assembly?
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1b. Read the article and check your guesses .

The United Kingdom is a parliamentary democracy with a constitutional monarch as Head of State. The head of government
is the prime minister, who serves in the name of the monarch.
The United Kingdom does not have a written constitution.
The Queen is the official Head of State but she rules symbolically. So, although the Queen ‘opens’ Parliament each year
and laws are passed in her name, the Queen herself plays
no part in determining decisions made in Parliament. The
Queen has the final say on whether a bill becomes law. The last
monarch to reject a law that was wanted by both Houses of Parliament was Queen Anne (1665–1714).
But the real legislative power rests with the Parliament.
The business of Parliament takes place in two Houses: the
House of Commons and the House
of Lords. Both Houses of Parliament
hold debates in which Members
of Parliament (MPs) discuss government policy, proposed legislation
and current issues. The House
of Lords is made up of people who
have inherited family titles and
those who have been given titles because of their outstanding
work in their field. There are 675 members of the House
of Lords called peers. The principle behind British democracy
is that the people elect Members of Parliament to the House
of Commons in London at a general election, held no more than
five years apart. Most MPs belong to a political party, and the
party with the largest number of MPs in the House of Commons forms the government and runs the country. Each
MP represents one of 650 constituencies (areas) in the UK and
is a member of a political party, such as the New Labour or the
Conservative party.
Parliament is an essential part of UK politics. Its main
roles are:
 Examining and challenging the work of the government
(scrutiny);
 Debating and passing all laws (legislation);
 Enabling the government to raise taxes.
36
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For the first time since 1707, the Scots now have their own
parliament in Edinburgh, the Welsh their own National Assembly in Cardiff, and the Irish have their National Assembly in Belfast. It is only England that doesn’t have its own parliament. Issues that affect England are decided by the UK government.
1c. Read the text again and guess the meaning of the words in bold.
1d. Look through the dictionary entries and check your guesses.

The House of Commons is part of Parliament in the UK or Canada whose
members are elected.
The House of Lords is part of Parliament in the UK whose members are
not elected. It is the higher chamber
of Parliament, composed of peers and
bishops (senior members of the Christian clergy).
Peers (here) are members of the nobility in Britain or Ireland, comprising the ranks of duke, marquis, earl,
viscount, and baron.
A constituency is a district that
elects its own representative to Parliament or government.
A general election is an election
where everyone votes for people
to represent them in Parliament.
A bill (here) is a draft of a proposed
law presented to Parliament for discussion.
2a. In three groups read texts A, B and C. Discuss what information
you ﬁnd most interesting.

A. 1) No King or Queen has entered the House of Commons
since 1642, when Charles I stormed in with his soldiers and
tried to arrest five members of Parliament who were there.
2) The Queen celebrates two birthdays each year: her actual
birthday on April 21 and her official birthday on a Saturday
in June. Official celebrations to mark Sovereigns’ birthdays
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have often been held on a day other than the
actual birthday, particularly when the actual birthday has not been in the summer. King
Edward VII, for example, was born on November 9, but his official birthday was
marked throughout his reign in May or June
when there was a greater likelihood of good
weather for the Birthday Parade, also known
as Trooping the Colour.
3) The Royal Family doesn’t have a surname, at least not
in the sense as the rest of us. Rather, their surname is representative of their House or Dynasty to which they belong. Their
“surname” was Saxe-Coburg-Gotha up until 1917 when King
George V adopted Windsor and declared in a meeting of the
Privy Council “all descendents in the male line of Queen Victoria ... shall bear the name Windsor.”
4) Queen Elizabeth II is the third longest-reigning monarch
of the United Kingdom, behind Queen Victoria and King
George III. She become Queen in February 1952.
5) Whether captured dead or alive, technically, any sturgeon1, whale and dolphin found within three miles of the UK
shores can be claimed on behalf of the Crown and the Queen
still owns them. They are recognized as ‘Fishes Royal’.
B. 1) The party which wins the most seats becomes the Government. The leader of the party with the most seats normally
becomes Prime Minister. At the 2010 General Election, none
of the parties achieved the 326 seats needed for an overall majority. So, there was a ‘hung parliament’. The Conservative Party,
led by David Cameron won 306 seats and formed a Coalition Government with the Liberal Democrats, led by Nick Clegg, which
won 57 seats. The Labour Party is the Official Opposition.
2) Prime Ministers have certain constitutional powers but
do not have the constitutional authority a U.S. President has.
The Prime Minister is not directly elected by the voters. A governing party can replace the Prime Minister without consulting the voters.
3) A Bill is a proposal for a new law, or a proposal to change
an existing law, presented for debate before Parliament. A Bill
1
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can start in the Commons or the Lords and must be approved
in the same form by both Houses before becoming an Act (law).
4) The UK is currently divided into 650 parliamentary constituencies, each of which is represented by one MP in the
House of Commons. Although constituencies vary widely
in area, the average number of voters in each constituency
is approximately 68,175.
5) To participate in a debate in the House of Commons or at
question time, MPs have to be called by the Speaker. MPs usually rise or half-rise from their seats in a bid to get the Speaker’s attention – this is known as ‘catching the Speaker’s eye’.
C. 1) There are normally around 700 members of the House
of Lords who are referred to as ‘peers’. Peers are unelected. There
are three different types of peers: elected hereditary peers, life
peers appointed by the Queen who cannot pass the title on to their
children and archbishops and bishops who pass their membership
on to the next most senior bishop when they retire.
2) The Woolsack is the seat of the Lord Speaker in the House
of Lords Chamber. The Woolsack is a large, wool-stuffed cushion or seat covered with red cloth.
3) When a new Speaker of the House of Commons is elected,
the successful candidate is physically dragged to the Chair by other MPs. When MPs vote in the Commons they say ‘aye’ or ‘no’.
In the Lords, Members vote saying ‘content’ or ‘not content’.
4) Great Britain is a constitutional monarchy but there is no
written constitution. The constitution exists in no one document but is a centuries-old accumulation of statutes, judicial
decisions, usage, and tradition. The hereditary monarch, who
must belong to the Church of England according to the Act
of Settlement of 1701, is almost entirely limited to exercising
ceremonial functions.
5) The two main parties are the Conservative party, descended from the old Tory party, and the Labour party, which
was organized in 1906 and is moderately socialist. The Liberal
Democrats, formed by a merger of the Liberal party and the Social Democratic Party, is a weaker third Party. Both Scotland
and Wales have nationalist parties whose goal is the independence of those respective regions.
6) Big Ben is the bell in the Clock tower. The tower itself
is called the Elizabeth Tower.
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2b. In new groups of three (each should have read a different text)
inform your classmates about the information you have studied.
3. Write a short summary of the texts you’ve read during the lesson.

LESSON 3: PEOPLE
Communicative area: speaking about the population of the UK
1a. Look at the following names and decide which of them are
English, Scottish, Welsh and Irish:

MacDonald, McCartney, MacMillan, O’Connor, O’Hara,
O’Brian, Davis, Evans, Rees, Smith, Taylor, Thatcher, Wise,
Armstrong, Murphy.
1b.

 Listen to the text and check your predictions.

1c.  Listen to the text again and take down the origin of the names
and surnames mentioned in the text.
1d. Discuss with your partner what names and surnames are popular
in Belarus.
2. According to the 2011 census1, the total population of the United
Kingdom is around 63,182,000. Work in pairs. Analyse the following
tables and get ready to speak about the population in Great Britain.

The population in Great Britain
Population (2011)

%

England

53,012,456

83.9

Scotland

5,295,000

8.4

Wales

3,063,456

4.8

Northern Ireland

1,810,863

2.9

United Kingdom

63,181,775

100

1
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The main ethnic group categories
Ethnic group

White

Population (2011)

%

55,010,359

87

Asian or Asian British: Total

4,373,339

7

Black or Black British

1,904,684

3

British Mixed

1,250,229

2

643,164

1

63,182,178

100

Other: Total
Total

Religion in Great Britain
Religion

Number

%

37,583,963

59.5

4,848,384

7.7

No religion and Religion not stated

20,749,832

32.8

Total population

63,182,178

100.0

Christianity
Total non-Christian religion

3. The increasing ethnic diversity of British society means it is
difﬁcult to deﬁne what makes someone British. In pairs discuss
whether this statement is true or false.
4. Surf the Internet and write a paragraph about the population
of Belarus.

LESSON 4: BEST OF BRITISH
Communicative area: speaking about British industry
1. Make a list of industries which you think are well developed
in the UK. Compare your list with your partner.
2a. Read the text and check your predictions.

With Made in China labels on everything from smartphones
to your children’s toys, it may sometimes seem like British
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manufacturing is a thing of the past. In fact it’s thriving in factories and workshops all over the country, employing 2.5 million
people and making us the world’s 11th biggest manufacturer.
Motorbikes
Triumph have been building their famous motorbikes in the
UK since 1902. Over the years their bikes have gained a cult celebrity following with fans including Marlon Brando, James
Dean, Elvis Presley and Steve McQueen for whom the company
named a special edition of their Bonneville motorcycle.
The company was almost bankrupt in 1983 and its future
was in doubt until manufacturing rights were bought by John
Bloor. He built a new factory and in 2012 the company employed 1,600 staff producing around 49,000 motorcycles.
Curling stones
The sport of curling captured the imagination of the world
during the Sochi Winter Olympics, with Team GB scooping silver and bronze medals.
The only two places in the world to manufacture curling
stones are in the UK. The stones are made of granite and weigh
between 17.24 kg and 19.96 kg.
Cars
British carmaking is booming. The automotive industry accounts for 11 per cent of all UK exports and on average produces more than 1.5 million cars and commercial vehicles and
205 million engines every year. There are still four Britishowned car companies, Bristol, Morgan, Caterham and McLaren, and many more firms manufacture on British soil. BMW
Minis, Honda Civic, CRV and Jazz, Toyota Auris and Avensis,
Nissan Juke, Rolls Royce, Jaguar and Land Rover are also built
in Britain.
Televisions
Despite the Far Eastern stranglehold1 on the home entertainment market, it is still possible to buy a British-made
TV set. Cello Electronics is a UK-based company which does
have offices around the world. But all its tellies made for the
UK market are manufactured at their plant in County Durham.
1
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Trains
The future of trainmaking in Britain has just been secured
with the announcement that Derby-based Bombardier has won
a £1.3 billion contract to provide 65 trains for the new Crossrail
line in London. The future of the 175-year-old works was
in doubt in 2011 after the firm lost out on a contract to make
Thameslink trains. The Crossrail deal has secured 760 jobs.
Yachts
Sunseeker in Poole, Dorset, produces some of the world’s
finest yachts. The company started out in the 1970s moulding
and fitting out boats from a small factory. But a chance meeting with an Englishman selling boats in the South of France
changed everything. He suggested a few design changes that
would suit the Mediterranean market, and the modern luxury
super-yacht was born. The yachts are still hand-built and can
cost millions of pounds.
Wings
Airbus aircraft fly on wings designed, engineered, and produced in the UK. The engineering and design takes place at Filton near Bristol, while the wings are manufactured in Broughton, North Wales. Each site employs more than 6,000 people.
Satellites
Surrey Satellite Technology builds and operates small satellites,
working with the UK Space Agency. Last year Europe’s largest ever
telecommunications satellite was successfully launched into space
after being built in Stevenage and Portsmouth.
Sugar
You may think that sugar can only be grown in sub-tropical areas such as Brazil, Australia and Peru, but Silver Spoon produces
the only sugar home-grown and packaged in Britain. Instead
of producing sugar from sugar cane, they use the sugar beet which
is grown in the fields of East Anglia, and then processed in four
plants in the East of England and the East Midlands.
2b. Read the text again and say what these numbers stand for.

2.5 1902 11
1983
17.24–19.96 1.5 205 4

2012 1,600 49,000
2
1.3 65 760 1970 6,000
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3a. Work in groups of 3–4. Make a quiz on the UK’s industries.
3b. Close the books and have a quiz show. Teams ask and answer
questions in turn and gain points for each correct answer.

LESSON 5: LEISURE
Communicative area: listening for information about popular leisure
time activities in the UK
1. Answer the questions.

1. How do you usually spend your free
time? 2. Do you have hobbies? 3. What hobbies do you think people might have in Great
Britain? 4. How do you think they prefer
spending their free time?
2a. Look at the list of hobbies people have in Britain and rank them
in the order of priority:

knitting, walking in the countryside, collecting, gardening,
bird watching, decoupage, dancing, cooking, shopping.
2b.  Listen to the ﬁrst part of the radio programme and check your
predictions. Which hobbies have not been mentioned in the
programme?
2c. Talk to your partner and discuss why your ideas were similar /
different to what you have heard.
3a.  Listen to the second part of the radio programme and say
what ‘decoupage’ means.
a
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b

c
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d

e

f

3b.  Listen to the programme again and say which of the steps are
illustrated with pictures and which are not illustrated.
3c. Talk to your partner and describe an object you could decorate
at home using decoupage.
4. Write about your favourite pastime.

LESSON 6: SPORT
Communicative area: speaking about sport in Britain
Active grammar: modal verbs
Active vocabulary: golf, tennis, hockey, badminton, snooker, rugby,
track and ﬁeld, swimming, rowing, boxing, horse racing, cycling,
cricket
1a. Make a list of modal verbs you can recollect on the spot. Compare
your list with your partner.
1b.  Listen to the text and say which modal verbs were used in the
text and which were not mentioned.
1c. Read the following sentences from the dialogue and explain why
each verb is used in a particular sentence.

1. We can’t really go to Tuesday’s game. 2. We shouldn’t
really go to this football match because Paul phoned and said
he might be coming to us on Tuesday evening. 3. Why might?
Doesn’t he know for sure? 4. So, he may come either at 8 p.m.
on Tuesday or 6 a.m. on Wednesday. 5. Shall I make his favourite roast beef on Tuesday? 6. You don’t have to do it on Tuesday. 7. … you definitely must do it one evening. 8. Paul may
be interested. 9. We should buy the tickets in advance other-
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wise we won’t be able to get good seats. 10. Could you please
buy one extra ticket then? 11. He must have never been to a
cricket match. 12. I think he ought to watch it while in Britain.
13. And after the match we can invite him for dinner.
14. I can’t wait.
2a. Football and cricket are very popular in Britain. Look at the
pictures and ﬁnd the picture of cricket. Look at the rest of the
pictures and ﬁnd the following:

golf, tennis, badminton, snooker, rugby, track and field,
swimming, rowing, boxing, horse racing, cycling, cricket.
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
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2b. Describe a picture without naming the sport. Let your partners
guess which sport you have described.

snooker cue

golf clubs

badminton shuttlecock
and a racket

tennis racket
and balls

cricket ball and bat

Model. It involves two teams with 11 players on each side. The
captain who wins the toss decides whether his team bats
or bowls first. If they bat first, their aim is to score a lot
of runs and make sure the other team does not reach
that score.
It is played in many formats. ONE DAY is the most popular format, with each team getting 300 balls to score
runs. And the other team tries to outscore them within
the same number of balls.
The three types of the players are: a batsman who scores
runs of the balls bowled by the bowler; a bowler who
bowls, and tries to get the batsmen “out” (dismissed
from the ground) and fielders (10 players) who assist
the bowler in achieving his goal, and prevent the batsmen from scoring runs. (Cricket.)
3. In pairs read one of the texts. Discuss with your partner what
surprised you. Change your partner and exchange information
about crazy sports.
47
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Some Crazy British Sports
Top ten participating sports in Britain are 1. Football 2. Swimming 3. Fishing 4. Basketball 5. Golf 6. Rugby 7. Cricket
8. Snooker 9. Tennis 10. Basketball. These sports are wellknown worldwide. But there are “sports” or rather activities
that are popular with many people in Britain and they add a lot
of fun to everyday life.
A. Since 1980 Willaston School near Nantwich, Cheshire
has staged the world championships in worm charming. It is
also popular in other parts of Britain and even Canada and the
United States. Worm charming is a method of attracting earthworms from the ground. The activity is usually performed
to collect them for fishing. As a skill and profession worm
charming is now very rare, with the art being passed through
generations to ensure that it survives. There are strict rules set
in place concerning the very serious business of worm charming. Each competitor has to gather as many worms as possible
from a three yard square plot of land in a set time. No digging,
or using liquids of any kind is allowed. Singing is permitted
as is chanting magic rhymes, tapping the surface, and imitating
the worms’ mating calls. The current world record was established on June 29, 2009 by 10-year-old Sophie Smith of Willaston, England who raised 567 worms with applause, whistles,
and bells!
B. Every August the small town of Llanwrtyd, Wales hosts
the world championship in bog-snorkelling. The competitors
complete two consecutive lengths of a water filled trench cut
through a peat bog, in the shortest time possible. Competitors
must wear snorkels and flippers, and complete the course without using conventional swimming strokes, relying on flipper
power alone. Wet suits are not compulsory, but are usually
worn. The length of the trench is 60 yards. Other events held
at the same event include bog mountain biking and a bog-snorkelling triathlon.
C. Cooper’s Hill in Gloucestershire has staged an annual
event in cheese-rolling. A large round Double-Gloucester
cheese is set rolling at the top of a steep hill and a group of com48
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petitors must run after the cheese and try to catch it. The
cheese is rarely caught as it is estimated it can reach speeds approaching 70mph (112 kph)! Injuries to competitors are common however, with various ankle injuries topping the list. The
event dates back at least 200 years, possibly longer, and its
popularity shows no sign of diminishing.
D. Lawn mower racing was created in 1973 in Wisborough
Green, West Sussex. Modified sit-on lawnmowers are used for
this sport; the blades are removed for safety reasons but the engines should not be tampered with. Employees of an American
oil product company saw an early lawn-mower contest and decided it was just what the States needed. They helped set up the
U.S. Lawn Mower Racing Association which organises the annual lawn-mower race in Indiana.
E. Underwater hockey was created in Britain in 1954. Also
known as octopush, it was created by Alan Blake of Southsea
Sub-Aqua Club. Most of the action takes place on the floor of a
swimming pool and competitors wear snorkels. Swamp football was created in Finland; the first British championship
was held in Dunoon in Scotland in 2006. Wheelchair basketball was created in the US during the 1940s, both disabled and
able-bodied players can take part in many competitions. Donkey polo (instead of the usual horses) is a popular fun activity
in some parts of the world; it probably has its origins in America, too.
4. Make up dialogues about sport as a favourite pastime in Britain.
Use as many modal verbs as you can.

LESSON 7: FESTIVALS, SHOWS, FUN
Communicative area: speaking about cultural events in Great Britain.
1. Answer the questions.

1. What cultural events in Great Britain do you know
about? 2. Do you think cultural events are similar or different
in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland?
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2. Look at the pictures and discuss what cultural events they
represent and where they might take place.

The Edinburgh Festival, The Military Tattoo, The Proms
at Royal Albert Hall, Trooping the Colour, the Notting Hill
Carnival, the Winter Wonderland, the RHS Cardiff Show, the
Great British Cheese Festival.
3a. Work in pairs. Each pair should read one of the texts (A-D) and
discuss cultural events in one of the UK regional capitals. Say where
and when they take place and what activities they involve.

A. London
Wimbledon, the oldest tennis tournament in the world, has
been held at the All England Club since 1877. For two weeks
50
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every summer, hundreds of players and thousands of spectators descend on the venue, southwest of London. Traditions
abound in the open-air courts; participants play on grass, the
game’s original surface, and spectators can buy a conventional
snack of strawberries and cream.
The Proms, short for Promenade concert, is a classical music festival in Royal Albert Hall. The musical series was started
by Robert Newman in the late 19th century. His goal was
to reach a broader audience through a more casual, low-priced
atmosphere. Almost 120 years later, visitors can gain entry
to any of the 92 concerts held between July and September for
just £5 (roughly $8). The hall’s central arena can fit 900 standing visitors, and its gallery can seat 500. Conductors lead orchestras through music by Beethoven, Wagner, Bruckner and
even Hollywood film scores1.
The Notting Hill Carnival is an early 19th-century Caribbean-inspired street festival held during the bank holiday weekend in August. The event began in 1964 as a way for Afro-Caribbean communities to celebrate their cultures and traditions
in the face of poor race relations in London at the time. Today,
costumed participants march through the streets playing steel
drums and live bands perform on stages along the route.
The Mayor’s Thames Festival is a free festival of riverthemed art, music and educational events on the banks, between Westminster Bridge and Tower Bridge. The offerings
include a nighttime river opera, screenings of 125 short films,
choir performances, and fireworks. The river will also play
host to two boat races: 340 boats, from skiffs to Chinese dragonboats, will set off in the 21-mile Great River Race.
London Fashion Week, a trade show held twice a year
in February and September, draws in 5,000 visitors, including
designers, reporters and celebrities. The affair usually consists
of more than 80 fashion shows, each running on-average 10
minutes, over a five-day span. Designers debut their latest collections, offering buyers and the media a look at what’s going
to be “in” for the upcoming season.
1

score (here) – the music composed for a movie or play

Правообладатель Вышэйшая школа

51

Held each year during the second half of October, the London Film Festival features the best films of the summer’s international film circuit. Awards are presented to the best film
and documentary, the most original film, and the best of new
British talent. The festival also hosts workshops and Q&As
with filmmakers and actors and screenings of restored classics.
Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race. Every year since 1856,
war years excepted, the Oxford University and the Cambridge
University Boat Clubs have faced off in a spirited four-mile
rowing match on the River Thames. The race was born out
of friendly competition between two classmates in 1829. Oxford easily won the first race, and the winning boat is on display in the River & Rowing Museum in Henley. Spectators can
watch the race from several vantage points along either side
of the river.
The Chelsea Flower Show has been held on the 11-acre
grounds of Chelsea Hospital every year since 1913, except during the two World Wars. The five-day botanical festival, sponsored by the Royal Horticulture Society, showcases flowers,
trees, vegetables, herbs and other flora from specialists around
the globe. Awards are given to the best gardens and floral arrangements, as well as “fresh” new talent.
Trooping the Colour. Although the Queen’s birthday
is April 21, the British choose to celebrate it on a Saturday
in June – when the weather is better, according to national officials. In a ceremony that dates back to the early 18th century,
active British troops parade past the Royal guests and the public, carrying (“trooping”) the flags (“colours”) of the battalion
and passing them hand-to-hand down the ranks of soldiers. The
Queen is greeted by a Royal salute, and then she inspects the
troops, to ensure soldiers are standing at attention.
B. Edinburgh
The concentration of cultural events that take place in Edinburgh during August captures the headlines, but plenty of other festivals brighten up the rest of the year. Beltane Fire Festival (30 April) is an ancient tradition marking the transition
from winter to spring. Beltane was revived in the 1980s and
has grown into quite a drama: fire, costume, body-paint, dancing, and drumming on the late-night backdrop of Calton Hill.
52
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If the weather holds, it can attract up to 12,000 people. Edinburgh International Science Festival in early April is a hugely
enjoyable event which gives an accessible slant on difficult
subjects without dumbing down. Running for more than 20
years, it’s the UK’s largest science jamboree, attracting more
than 60,000 people to its many talks, events, and workshops.
The Royal Highland Show in Ingliston is organised by the
Royal Highland & Agricultural Society of Scotland. It’s one
of the biggest events on the local calendar, and its appeal isn’t
limited only to farmers. For four days towards the end of June,
it’s the centre of the universe for all things agricultural. Farmers show their animals in competitions; trade exhibitors sell
everything from tractors to slurry-handling equipment; and
there are displays on various rural crafts. Getting close enough
to touch thoroughbred cattle which sometimes you can’t even
name – is surprisingly enjoyable. The rare breeds of sheep and
goats are even more attractive to uneducated urban eyes.
The Edinburgh International Festival is an annual festival
of performing arts, over three weeks from around the middle
of August. It brings top class performers of music (especially
classical music), theatre, opera, and dance from around the
world. The festival also hosts a series of visual art exhibitions,
talks, and workshops.
The Royal Military Tattoo is a traditional part of the Edinburgh Festival. It is an annual series of Military tattoos performed by the British Armed Forces, Commonwealth and International military bands and display teams on the esplanade
of Edinburgh Castle.
Edinburgh’s modern Hogmanay celebration is a four-day
festival (29 Dec – 1 Jan), featuring a torchlight procession,
bands in Princes Street Gardens, street performers, fireworks
and even, for the hardy, a mini-triathlon on New Year’s Day.
The street party on the evening of December 31 sees the city
centre cordoned off for safety reasons, with a maximum
of 100,000 ticket-holders admitted.
Burns Night. In his short life, Robert Burns (1759-96) built
a reputation as a fine poet, but it was only after his death that
he came to be regarded as Scotland’s national bard. Burns suppers, dinners in his memory, have been run for more than 200
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years by Burns societies, churches, and other community
groups. Held around the anniversary of his birth (25 January),
they follow a traditional format, including recitation of the
poem ‘Address to a Haggis’, and a meal including haggis1,
mashed swede2, and mashed potatoes.
C. Cardiff
Cardiff is an eventful city and throughout the year you’ll find
a programme of international sporting, music and cultural
events.
Highlights include the annual RHS3 Cardiff Show, which
takes place every spring in the magnificent Bute Park. With
show gardens, floral displays, demonstrations, home and garden stalls, the Cardiff show kicks the RHS calendar off in style.
In September, the Great British Cheese Festival alternates
every year with the Cardiff Country Fair at Cardiff Castle. The
Cheese Festival is a cheese-lover’s dream come true. This festival brings together cheese makers from across the UK resulting in over 400 cheeses for you to try and buy.
The Millennium Stadium in Cardiff is the home of Welsh
rugby which is number one national sport there. Every year the
roof gets raised (whether it’s open or closed) to the sound
of thousands of fans cheering on the national side. At the beginning of the year the city sees the RBS 6 Nations fixtures
and in the autumn, the Internationals bring the world’s best
teams head to head. Cardiff boasts a unique rugby atmosphere
with the stadium in the heart of the city centre.
Christmas is a magical time in Cardiff and with the Winter
Wonderland including open-air ice skating rink and the Christmas Markets from mid-November it’s a great time to visit. Cardiff is perfect for Christmas shopping with plenty of shopping
centres and covered Edwardian and Victorian arcades. You’ll
find designer brands, high street names and dozens of unique
and independent stores and boutiques. Throughout the year
and the run-up to Christmas, the city is home to a fantastic
haggis  – телячий или овечий рубец с потрохами и приправой /
цялячы або авечы рубец з трыбухамі і прыправамі
2
swede  – брюква / бручка
3
RHS = Royal Horticultural Society
1
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programme of shows and musicals, welcoming the biggest
names.
Since 1983, Cardiff has hosted the BBC Cardiff Singer
of the World competition, a world renowned event on the opera
calendar which is held every two years. The city also hosts
smaller events such as The Cardiff Design Festival, which began showcasing the best of Welsh design during the summer
of 2005, and has since grown into a diverse range of designers
exhibiting their work.
The National Eisteddfod is a Welsh festival of literature,
music and performance.
It is traditionally held in the first week of August and the
competitions are all held in the Welsh language. It takes place
in different places, not necessarily in Cardiff. Hundreds
of tents, pavilions and little stands are erected in an open space
to create the maes (field). The space required for this means
that it is rare for the Eisteddfod to be in a city or town but instead it is held somewhere with more space. Car parking for
day visitors alone requires several large fields, and many people camp on the site for the whole week. If no stone circle
is there already, one is created. These stone circles are icons all
across Wales and signify the Eisteddfod having visited a community.
D. Belfast
Garden Show Ireland is premier gardening event in May. Action packed weekend of demos and Q&A with free advice from
gardening experts, 1000s of plants to buy, inspirational show
gardens, local food produce, cooking demos, crafts, stalls with
everything you need for the garden, as well as loads of garden
fun activities for kids!
In May, Belfast’s quaysides play host to a fleet of Tall Ships
as part of Belfast Titanic Maritime Festival. There are plenty
of free activities. You have an opportunity to learn more about
Belfast’s unique maritime history, to board the Tall Ships and
you don’t want to miss the thrilling pirate re-enactments on the
River Lagan. The kids are invited to pirate and kite-making
workshops, face painting, and balloon modelling. Ocean Exploration Centre has its road show set up for interactive science
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experiments, demonstrations, games, and lots more. Don’t forget to try out the Titanic Quarter Heritage Treasure Hunt which
will lead you on a journey of discovery throughout the Quarter
where kids learn about maritime and industrial heritage.
Rose Week is a week of family fun, live music and entertainment, floral art demonstrations,
and summer rose / flower show
exhibitions.
Belfast Mela (August) is a festival of world music, dance, food,
fashion and fun! The word ‘Mela’
comes from the Sanskrit for ‘meeting’ or ‘uniting’. Belfast
Mela is not only celebrating world diversity but is taking its
place as one of the province’s hottest, fastest growing tourist
attractions.
Autumn Fair (September) is a
weekend of food, flowers and
family fun with an array of live
music, children’s entertainment,
and autumn flower show exhibitions.
3b. Work in groups of four: each student should read a different
text. Share the information you have read with your partners.
3c. Imagine that your class has a chance to attend three of the
cultural events in the UK. Express your point of view and choose the
three events.
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EXAM BITESIZE
I. Reading
1. Read the article and say in 2–3 sentences what it is about.

Soap Operas
Watching TV is a very popular pastime in the UK. But what
kind of programmes do British people like to watch? Well,
the most-watched TV programmes every week are very popular dramas that are usually on at least four times every week.
They are dramas based in one neighbourhood that try to depict ordinary life in the UK – we call these dramas ‘soap operas’ or ‘soaps’.
In the early days of TV, there were often dramas on during the day. Back in those days, it was traditional for the husband to go out to work and for the wife to stay at home and
look after the house and the children. Most of these daytime
dramas were aimed at entertaining the housewives who would
traditionally be at home, probably doing the washing. Companies selling washing powder would advertise their products
at times when these dramas were on, and sometimes those
companies would even sponsor the drama. Hence the word
‘soap’.
So what about the word ‘opera’? Well, that’s because
these dramas are often an exaggeration of real life. They are
supposed to represent ordinary lives but, to make them entertaining, lots of dramatic events like murders, divorces, affairs, etc., all happen probably much more regularly than
they would in a normal neighbourhood.
Most soap operas these days are shown in the evening.
Each show will have several different storylines happening
at once that continue over several shows. The same cast members will appear in every show, too.
There are lots of different soaps on in the UK on different
channels but there are three main popular ones. ‘Coronation
Street’ has been on since 1960. It is set in a suburb of Manchester and it’s supposed to represent working class life
in the north of England. Then there’s ‘Eastenders’ which
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started in 1985, set in the East End of London, and ‘Emmerdale’, which is set on a farm in Yorkshire, in the north of England.
The BBC even has a soap opera to help you learn English –
so if you want to experience one of these dramas in English,
‘The Flatmates’ would be a good place to start.
2. Read aloud the extract which says why soap operas have the
word ‘soap’ in them.
3. What are the most popular soap operas called and when can you
watch them?
4. How do soap operas represent ordinary life?

II. Listening
 Listen to a man talking about St. David’s Day and answer the
questions below (choir  – хор; archbishop – архиепископ).
1. When and where is St. David’s Day celebrated?
2. What do Welsh people usually do on St. David’s Day?
3. What is known about St. David?

III. Speaking
Let’s talk about the United Kingdom.

1. What do you know about the country?
2. What are people’s favourite pastimes in the country?
3. What questions about British sports would you like
to ask? (three questions)
4. What cultural events in Great Britain would you advise to attend?
5. What facts about the United Kingdom do you find
most fascinating?
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UNIT 3
BELARUS
LESSON 1: WHERE IS BELARUS?
Communicative area: giving general information about Belarus
(geography, population, symbols and anthem)
Active vocabulary: sovereign, sovereignty, rectangular, canvas,
anthem
1. What can you tell foreign visitors about your country? What
makes Belarus special and unique in the world?

When the participants of the European Championship in beach
volleyball in Molodechno answered two questions – What did
you know about Belarus when came to the country? and What
do you think about it now when you have been here?, most
of them answered that they had hardly known anything about
Belarus before they came to the country. Leaving it, they realise the country is beautiful and the people are very friendly.
2. Read and suggest your own way of explaining where Belarus
is located.

Surprisingly, one of the most popular searches on the Internet,
related to Belarus, is the question “Where is Belarus?” Thinking about it, let us ask ourselves if it is possible or if it is correct to give one definite answer, especially if we bear in mind
that our mission is to unveil this terra incognita for tens
of thousands, or maybe hundreds of thousands or perhaps, millions of Internet users. For Belarus is a unique phenomenon,
and amazingly manifold at the same time.
Where is Belarus geographically?
That’s the easiest explanation. Looking at the map below,
we can easily see that Belarus is located in Eastern Europe, between Poland and Russia. It also borders on Ukraine, Lithua-
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nia, and Latvia. As you can guess, Belarus is an inland country
without any sea, but with numerous lakes and rivers, making
their way to the Baltic or Black sea.
It’s mostly made up of flat landscapes with some hilly highlands in different regions (in northern, eastern and western
Belarus) and lowlands in the south with the swampy plain
of Polyessye, shared with Ukraine, Poland, and Russia. Onethird of the country is covered with pushchas – large unpopulated forests.
3a. Look through the key facts about Belarus and try to guess the
missing numbers.

Total land area of Belarus –… km2
Population (1 January 2014) –… million
Life expectancy at birth –… years
Urban population (people living in cities) – … %
Capital city Minsk –… million inhabitants
Regional centres of Belarus (1 January 2014):
 Brest –… inhabitants
 Vitebsk –… inhabitants
 Gomel –… inhabitants
 Grodno –… inhabitants
 Mogilev –… inhabitants
60
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Ethnicity
Belarusian –… %
Russian –… %
Polish –… %
Ukrainian –… %
Jewish –… %
(Source: 2009 census)

Languages spoken in Belarus are …
National holidays in Belarus are …
3b.

Listen and check your guesses.

3c. Are there any facts that surprised you?
4a. To complete the overall presentation of the country make up
descriptions of the National Flag and National Emblem and Anthem
of the Republic of Belarus. Work in pairs. Use the key words.

In accordance with the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus the National Flag, the National Emblem and the National
Anthem are symbols of sovereignty of the country.
The National Flag of the Republic of Belarus
A rectangular canvas, be made up of, two horizontal stripes and a vertical one; the vertical
red-on-white Belarusian national pattern, the
upper one, the lower stripe, take up, be as large
as, one third of the width, two thirds of the
width, one ninth of the flag length, be on the
side of the flagpole.
The National Emblem of the Republic of Belarus
Be made up of, a green outline, lit by the golden rays, the sun rising over the globe, a fivepointed red star, at the top (of), be encircled
by, a wreath of golden ears of wheat, be intertwined with clover flowers on the left and
flax flowers on the right, embraced by a redand-green ribbon, a golden inscription “Republic of Belarus”.
The National Anthem of the Republic of Belarus
The music composed by Nestor Sokolovsky, the lyrics written
by Mikhail Klimkovich and Vladimir Korizna.
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Keep the musical basis of the Belarusian Soviet Socialist
Republic anthem, to be popular, to be respected by, to announce a contest for the words of the National Anthem, to reflect the Republic of Belarus as a sovereign, peace-loving
country, stress patriotism and diligence, brotherly relations
between.
4b.

 Listen and compare the descriptions.

5a. Make the ﬁrst part of your presentation of Belarus. Complete the
mental map presenting general information about the country. Work
in pairs.
5b. Write the text. Think of an interesting title for this part of the
presentation. Work individually.

LESSON 2: OFFICIAL BELARUS
Communicative area: explaining how the political system in Belarus
works
Active vocabulary: legislative power, executive power, court, law,
council, representative, judge, elect, vote, propose, appoint, approve,
be accountable to, an issue
1. Discuss how power is exercised in Belarus.
2a. Read the text about the formation of power in the Republic
of Belarus. Guess the meaning of the words in bold.

Belarus is a presidential republic. According to the Constitution, the President of Belarus is the country’s head of state,
who guarantees the rights and liberties of citizens of the Republic of Belarus.
The current president of Belarus is Alexander Lukashenko.
He was elected to the post in 1994 and is now serving his fourth
term.
The Belarusian President is directly elected by the people
of Belarus for a 5-year term of office. Any Belarusian citizen
over the age of 18 can vote in the elections.
62
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The National Assembly of the Republic of Belarus consists
of two chambers. The deputies of the House of Representatives
are all elected by the people of Belarus.
The Council of the Republic is a regional representative
body with 64 members.
Local Councils elect a total of 56 members: eight in each region and eight in Minsk. The Belarusian President selects the
final eight members.
The Belarusian Government – or the Council of Ministers –
consists of the Prime Minister, his deputies and ministers. The
Prime Minister is appointed by the President and approved
by Parliament. The Government is accountable to the President of the Republic of Belarus and answerable to the Parliament.
Local power is represented by the locally-elected Councils
of Deputies and executive committees of different levels. Deputies are elected for a 4-year term to deal with local issues and
represent the local population in decisions on issues relating
to health, education, social welfare, trade and transport within
the framework of existing laws.
The court system is represented by the Constitutional Court
and universal jurisdiction () courts.
Universal courts in Belarus deal with civil, criminal, administrative, and economic cases1, as well as cases involving
military personnel.
The Constitutional Court is made up of 12 high-level legal
experts. Six of the judges are appointed by the President of Belarus and the other six are elected by the Council of the Republic. The Presiding Judge of the Court is directly appointed
by the President of Belarus with the approval of the Council
of the Republic. The term of office for a Constitutional Court
judge is 11 years.
The Constitution plays a key role in modern Belarus government and democracy . The current Constitution
was drafted in 1994 and amended in 1996 and 2004. It is also
known as the Fundamental Law of the State and is the 5th
Constitution in Belarusian history.
1

case – дело (судебное) / справа (судовая)
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2b. Study the scheme of the structure of state power in Belarus and
explain it. Use ex. 2a for help.

PRESIDENT
HEAD OF STATE

legislative power1


executive power2


judicial power3


Parliament
National Assembly
 of the
Republic of Belarus

Government
Council of Ministers
()

Constitutional
()
Court
Chairperson

Prime Minister

courts5 

House of Representatives4

Chairpreson
Council of the
Republic6
Chairperson
village, district, city,
regional councils
of deputies 

regional, city,
district executive
committees 

district, city,
regional, economic,
military courts

Constitution
the Fundamental Law of the Republic of Belarus
the basis of the political system (and all laws)

3a. Read the responsibilities and decide which are those of the
President, Constitutional Court and of other state bodies.

1.  national budget control
 home and foreign policy issues
 economic and social development programmes
1

legislative power – законодательная власть / заканадаўчая ўлада
executive power – исполнительная власть / выканаўчая ўлада
3
judicial power – судебная власть / судовая ўлада
4
House of Representatives – Палата представителей / Палата прадcтаўнікоў
5
courts – суды / суды
6
Council of the Republic – Совет Республики / Савет Рэспублікі
2
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2. 


3. 


4.

5.
6.
7.

national security
defence
the regulation of rights and freedoms
the establishment of a new state mechanism
developing new laws
implementing1 key principles of home and foreign policy
representing the State of Belarus on the international
arena
 calling regular and extraordinary Parliament elections
 appointing the Prime Minister and the Chair of the principal courts in Belarus
 signing bills
 granting pardons to convicted prisoners
 awarding state honours, ranks and titles
 consider draft legislation
 run the presidential elections
 approve the President’s nomination for the post of Prime
Minister
 approve or oppose the Government’s activities
 propose no-confidence votes where necessary
 dealing with civil, criminal, administrative and economic
cases, as well as cases involving military personnel
 ensuring that new legislation and statutes are drawn up in
accordance with the Constitution
 approving or declining draft legislation that has been approved by the House of Representatives

3b. Check with the class. Explain your choice.
4a. Take part in a citizen’s test.

1. What’s the main law of the country?
2. What is Parliament called in the country?
3. Which courts are there in the country?
4. Who is head of state in the country?
4b. Write 10 questions for your test.
1

implementing – реализация /рэалізацыя
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LESSON 3: THE COUNTRY’S ECONOMY
Communicative area: speaking in brief about the economy of Belarus
Active vocabulary: gross domestic product, import, export, trade,
manufacture, produce, vehicle, ﬁbre, appliance
1. What is produced in Belarus? Brainstorm the answer.
2. Read the factﬁle and compare with your answers.

Economic summary: GDP / PPP (2011 est.): $141 billion; per
capita $14,900.
Labour force: 5 million (2011); agriculture 14%, industry
34.7%, services 51.3% (2003 est.).
Agriculture: grain, potatoes, vegetables, sugar beet, flax,
meat, dairy products.
Industries: metal-cutting machine tools, tractors, trucks, motorcycles, bicycles, televisions, chemical fibers, fertilizers,
radios, refrigerators and other household appliances.
Exports: $40 billion f.o.b. (2011 est.): machinery and equipment,
mineral products, chemicals, metals, textiles, foodstuffs.
Imports: $42 billion f.o.b. (2011 est.): mineral products, machinery and equipment, chemicals, foodstuffs, metals.
Major trading partners: Russia, Netherlands, Ukraine, Germany, Latvia, China, Poland, Italy, Lithuania, Brazil.
3. Look at the pictures, match them with the name of the plants.
What do the plants produce?

1. “Minsk Tractor Works”
2. “Belarusian Autoworks” (BELAZ)
3. “Naftan” (Novopolotsk)
4. “Amkodor” (Minsk)
5. “Grodno Mechanical Plant”
a

c

e

d

b
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4a. Read the text and guess what enterprise it is about.

The enterprise was based on May 29th, 1946. During its
history, it became one of the world’s largest manufacturers for
agriculture. Its production reached 3 million units, 500,000
of which were exported to almost 100 countries of the world.
Today, 62 models and more than a hundred assembly options
for all climatic and operational conditions are offered to customers. The new models have a lot of possibilities for attachments made by different manufacturers. The products received
international certificates, confirming its conformity to European Union standards. This enterprise also offers a wide range
of special purpose vehicles for logging, forest care, loaders,
municipal services vehicles, and mining.
4b. Analyse the underlined forms. What do they mean? Why are
they used?
5. Read about another enterprise and write the correct forms. What
surprises you about the truck?

September 2013
The world’s biggest dump truck with the carrying capacity
of 450 tonnes (1. creat) by the Belarusian automobile engineering company OAO BelAZ. The truck (2. present) for the first
time at the testing field of Belarusian Autoworks (BelAZ trademark) on 25 September.
The carrying capacity of 360 tonnes was the max figure for
BelAZ dump trucks before the new truck (3. develop). At present five companies make such trucks.
450 tonnes (500 short tons) of cargoes can be carried by the
mine dump truck BelAZ 75710. It uses an electromechanical
transmission, which (4. power) by alternating current. The vehicle (5. design) to transport mined rock in deep open pits along
temporary roads in various climatic conditions with the air
temperature varying from minus 50C to plus 50C. The vehicle
(6. power) by two diesel engines. The hydraulic system is one
and the same for the dumping mechanism, the steering system,
and the braking system. The vehicle’s aggregate weight is 810
tonnes. The cabin can seat two people and boasts ROPS safety
solutions in line with the standard ISO 3471. The driver’s seat
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is adjustable. The cabin meets noise, vibration requirements
and requirements concerning the content of harmful substances and dust in the air. The vehicle uses Michelin’s radial tubeless pneumatic tires on eight wheels. The vehicle control system (7. borrow) from the 360-tonne predecessor. The vehicle’s
top speed is 64kmph.
6. Write about the development of industry in Belarus. Use the key
words.

appliances for computer
classrooms

bed linen

polyester textile
yarns

tiles

tablecloths, napkins,
towels

passenger motor ship

trolleybus

The largest part of the economy, a highly skilled workforce,
a high level of economic diversification, modern manufacturing
methods, provide 28% of the country’s gross domestic product;
68
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be excellent at heavy industry, be one of the world’s largest
suppliers of mining and quarrying vehicles, to produce a tenth
of the world’s tractors, to export buses, coaches and lorries
around the globe;
to produce semiconductors, electrical goods, optics and textiles, need foreign investment, to introduce new legislation, relocating the production to the republic, a three year-exemption
from all taxes.

LESSON 4: THEY PUT US ON THE MAP
Communicative area: reading, listening and speaking about
outstanding people of Belarus, expressing admiration
Grammar: sentences with impersonal it
1. Remember with your classmates how many Belarusians, famous
all over the world, you know.
2a. Look through the information about outstanding people of
Belarus and try to guess who is who in the photos below.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
a

4 April 1557 – 7 July 1633
25 September 1765 – 15 October 1833
July 22, 1895 – September 15, 1975
1110 – 1173
February 4 or 12, 1746 – October 15, 1817
20 June 1928 – 14 February 2014
1490–before 29 January 1552
28 November 1958 – 23 May 1996
b

c

d
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e

f

g

h

Saint Euphrosyne of Polotsk (Saint Euphrasyne of Polatsk)
is considered the patron  saint of Belarus. It is really
amazing that being from a noble family, she became a nun at the
age of 12 and chose to devote her life to helping the poor and
building churches and monasteries across Belarus, serving God.
Francysk Skoryna (Francysk Skaryna) was a Belarusian
humanist, physician, translator, who lay the foundation for
the development of the Belarusian language. It is unbelievable,
but our countryman was one of the first to develop book printing in Eastern Europe and to translate the Bible () into
Belarusian.
Lev Sapega (Leu Sapeha), who stood at the head of the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania, was one of the main founders of the
Statute1 of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania (1588), which was actually the first European Constitution. It is amazing the Statute of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, written in the old Belarusian language, was the only full code of laws in Europe from
Roman law until the Napoleonic Code, adopted in 1804.
Michal Kleofas Oginsky (Mihal Kleafas Ahinski) was
a brilliant statesman and military leader who became Ambassador to the Sejm of Poland at the age of 20 and Head of the
Treasury2 of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania at the age of 28,
as well as Extraordinary ()() Ambassador to the
Netherlands. It is surprising he is best remembered for his music, inspired by the beauty of traditional Belarusian folk 
songs. The most popular of his polonaises , called
A-minor “Farewell to the Fatherland” was written in his family
Statute  – a law passed by a government and formally written
down
2
The Treasury  – the government department responsible for
a country’s financial matters
1
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estate in Zalessie Grodno (Hrodna) Region before he had
to leave the country after taking part in Kosciuszko’s uprising
against the Russian Empire .
Tadeusz Kosciuszko (Tadeusz Kasciuszka), born in the village of Merechevshchina, Ivatsevichi district, Brest region,
was a political and military figure  of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth (Rzeczpospolita), a leader of the uprising
in 1794. It is remarkable that he is a national hero of Belarus,
Poland and the USA and an honorary citizen of France.
Pavel Sukhoi (Pavel Suhi) was a Soviet aerospace
 engineer , an inventor, a designer of the
Sukhoi military aircraft, a founder of the Sukhoi Design Bureau , one of the creators of supersonic jets1, a designer of more than 50 original aircraft solutions, more than 30
of which were constructed and tested. It’s really impressive!
Gavriil Vashchenko (Hauryla Vashchanka), born in the village of Chikalovichi, Gomel (Homel) Region, People’s Artist
of Belarus, a painter and a pedagogue , is one
of the founders of the monumental () decorative
() art school. He was named Person of the Year 1992
and Person of the 20th Century (1993) by the International Biographical Centre of Cambridge. He became Person of the Year
1994 according to the American Biographical Institute.
Vladimir Karvat (Uladzimir Karvat), who possessed the
greatest gift of humanity and who sacrificed his life to save the
lives of others, is worthy of admiration. When he was flying
his training military aircraft Su-27p on May 23, 1996, the
plane caught fire. Karvat was ordered to eject to safety. But
he realized the plane would crash on villages. He steered
the plane away until it crashed one kilometer from the settlements of Arabawshchyna and Vyalikaye Hatsishcha in Brest
Oblast. On November 21, 1996 Vladimir Karvat was posthumously2 awarded the title Hero of Belarus.
2b. Look at the sentences in bold and answer the questions.

1. What do they mean? 2. Are they personal or impersonal?
3. What part of speech follows the introductory It is?
1
supersonic  jets – planes that can fly very fast – faster than
the speed of sound
2
posthumously  – given to someone after their death.
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2c. Speak about the famous Belarusians. Say two sentences: the
ﬁrst – about the person, the second – about your attitude to him
or her. Work in pairs.

Model: Saint Euphrosyne of Polotsk, who was from a rich family, devoted her life to helping the poor. It’s amazing
how dedicated she was to serving God and humanity.
3a. Do you know Belarusian sportsmen? Look at the photos, read
the brief information and match it with the photos.
a

b

c

f
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1. Olga Korbut / Volha Korbut (May 16,
1955)
2. Maxim Mirnyi / Maxim Mirny (6 July,
1977)
3. Alexander Medved / Alyaksandar Myadzvedz (16 September 1937)
4. Victoria Azarenko / Viktoriya Azarenka
(31 July 1989)
5. Vitaly Shcherbo / Vital Shcherba (13 January 1972)
6. Darya Domracheva / Dariya Domracheva
(3 August 1986)
7. Yulia Nesterenko / Yulia Nestsiarenka
(15 June 1979)
8. Alexei Grishin / Aliaxei Gryshyn (18 June
1979)
d

e

g

h
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A. …is a legendary gymnast, who won 4 Olympic Gold medals (three of them – in team, balance beam1 and floor exercise
events at the Olympic Games in Munich  in 1972 and
one in 1976 in Montreal .
B. … is one of the most successful gymnasts of all time, the
only male gymnast ever to have won a world title in all 8 events
(individual all-around, team, floor, horizontal bar, parallel
bars, pommel horse, rings, vault2). He was the most successful
athlete at the 1992 Summer Olympics – XXV Olympic Games
in Spain, winning 6 of 8 events – team, all-around, pommel
horse, ring, vault, parallel bars.
C. … is a freestyle skier, the winner of Belarus’s first gold
Winter Olympics medal in Vancouver 2010.
D. … is an outstanding Belarusian sportsman and trainer
in freestyle wrestling3, a three-time Olympic Champion and
a seven-time World Champion. He is recognised as the best
freestyle wrestler of the 20th century.
E. … is the most famous Belarusian tennis player who has won
a series of international doubles titles such as Great Slam, Wimbledon, US OPEN, Australian Open, French Open, and others.
F. … is a Belarusian biathlete who has been competing in the
Biathlon  World Cup since 2006. At the 2014 Winter
Olympics in Sochi she won three gold medals in the women’s
10km pursuit, the women’s 15km individual race, and the
12.5km mass start, she is the first woman Hero of Belarus.
G. … is a Belarusian professional tennis player, winner
of major World Tennis Association (WTA) tournaments
 and an Olympic champion who became WTA
World No. 1 in January 2012.
H. … is a Belarusian sprinter who won the women’s 100 metres at the 2004 Summer Olympics in Athens, becoming the
first non-U.S. athlete to win the event since the 1980 Summer
Olympics.
3b.  Listen and check. What else did you learn about the
sportsmen? Take down notes.
1
2
3

balance  beam – бревно / бервяно
vault  – опорный прыжок / апорны скачок
freestyle wrestling  – вольная борьба / вольная барацьба
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3c. Speak about the sportsmen. Express your admiration using the
phrases in bold from ex. 2a. Work in pairs.
4. Imagine you are invited to make a presentation about outstanding
Belarusian people for British teenagers.
A. Read parts of the presentation and number them in a logical
order.

A. Along with the widely-known name of Marc Chagall, perhaps the most famous of all people from Belarus, a master
of classical avant-garde  art, it is worth mentioning
other artists.
B. No one can argue that it is the people who make history.
Belarusian history is full of outstanding names, going back
to early history. It is so important to understand the country
has deep roots in the past.
C. Our history will remember the name of the first Hero
of the Republic of Belarus.
D. We can take pride in our politicians and military leaders,
who brought fame to the country.
E. We can be proud of the achievements of our scientists.
F. Life is going on. No doubt, Belarusian people will inscribe new names into the world heritage1.
G. We cannot help mentioning the names of outstanding
sportsmen – the heroes of modern Belarusian history.
B. Get ready and make your presentation logical and emotional.

LESSON 5: WE MADE THE MOST OF IT
Communicative area: speaking about the 2014 World Ice Hockey
Championship – giving an account and writing a brief summary
of past events.
Active grammar: Present Perfect Passive, Past Perfect Passive
1. With your class brainstorm the answer to the question: What has
to be done to prepare a country for hosting2 a big sporting event?
1

heritage – наследие / спадчына
host  – to organise a special event and provide the area, buildings,
equipment, or services needed for it
2
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2a. Read the account of a government ofﬁcial about the preparation
for the 2014 IIHF WC in Minsk on the eve of the opening of the event.
Which work did you mention in ex. 1? Which was not mentioned?

Today I can say with confidence that Minsk is ready for the
big event – the 2014 World Ice Hockey Championship. Let
me give you an account of what has been done.
First of all, we expect a lot of guests.
1. The entry to Belarus for the 2014 IIHF World Championship, from 25 April till 31 May 2014, has been made visa-free
by the Belarusian authorities.
2. Though the crime rate is low in Belarus and the problem
of terrorism in Belarus does not exist, a system of additional
security measures has been created for the IIHF World Championship.
3. Different-class accommodation1 has been prepared for
meeting guests of the Championship.
4. Two main venues2 have been constructed – Minsk Arena
 and Chizhovka Arena.
5. Road infrastructure has also been improved before the
beginning of the 2014 IIHF World Championship in Minsk.
6. Not all Minskers speak foreign languages. That is why
volunteers with foreign language skills have been recruited
by the Education Ministry in cooperation with youth organizations.
2b. Pay attention to the grammar forms in bold. Answer the
questions.

1. What auxiliary verbs are used? Which of them changes?
Why?
2. What form of the main verb is used?
3. What grammatical tense is it? Why is it used?
3a. Read “The 2014 Minsk World Ice Hockey Championship
Chronicle” [ˈkrɒnɪk(ə)l] and add the missing information (1–6, ex. 2a)
instead of the letters (A–F). Before completing the Chronicle, think
what tense is necessary in sentences 1–6. Pay attention to the
sentence in italics (see p. 76). What tenses are used? Why?
1
accommodation () – a place for someone to stay, live, or
work in
2
venue  (for) – the place where an activity or event happens
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One of the most exciting events in our country
in 2014 was the World Ice Hockey Championship,
which was held from 9 to 25 May. Before the Championship was opened, a lot of work had been done
during its preparation.
A. … Minsk Arena with 15,000 seats was opened on 30 January, 2009. Chizhovka Arena with the seating capacity
of around 10,000 was officially opened on December 25, 2013.

B. … To be exact, a total of 43 hotels from five-star to onestar and economy-class and 12 halls of residence, including
seven of the new complex Student Village accommodated
 the participants1 and guests of the championship.
Official participants of the world championship, teams, referees , IIHF (International Ice Hockey Federation) officials and journalists  were
accommodated in the hotels Minsk, President Hotel, Europe, Crowne Plaza, Victoria-1, Victoria-2, Victoria-Olymp, Garni, Renaissance, Robinson Club, Narochanskaya, Svisloch and Belarus.
The fans were able to stay in the city’s
hotels, hostels, halls of residence and
a Fan Village.
C. … An additional runway was built
at the Minsk National Airport. All major
international motorways crossing Belarus were made four-lane. Four new traffic interchanges were constructed to ease
the traffic near the ice arenas, additional
1
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participants – участники / удзельнікі
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metro stations were built, and the city
commuter train service was introduced.
D. … The visitors to our country during that period had to be an IIHF WC
ticket holders. Visa requirements had
been changed before the 2014 IIHF
World Championship in Minsk.
E. … Security was a joint effort1 of the Belarusian Interior
 Ministry, the Emergencies () Ministry,
the Healthcare Ministry, and the Ice Hockey Federation of Belarus.
F. …Volunteers were deployed in all public places of the city
to help guests and participants of the 2014 World Ice Hockey
Championship.
3b.

 Listen and check.

3c. Pay attention to the structure of the Chronicle. How many parts
are there? What are their titles?
3d. Decipher the titles and compare them with yours.

1. teaD fo het ciamhpohnsip.
2. Mina eenvus.
3. cAcomodomanti.
4. aTrnsprot finrastctureru.

5. asVi ureqimenrets.
6. uSecyrit emaurses.
7. geaLnuga hlep.

3e. Work in pairs. Speak about the 2014 Ice Hockey Championship,
following the plan in ex. 3d. Take turns speaking.
4. Read the other interesting facts about the 2014 Ice Hockey World
Championship in Minsk. Use the correct tense. Explain your choice.

In early 2008 the Belarusian Ice Hockey Federation (1. announce) a competition to decide on the best Belarusian 2014
IIHF World Championship logo. The organizing committee
(2. receive) more than 200 works, but designer Victoria Adamovich’s laconic logo (3. win) the competition. The 2014 IIHF
WC logo is recognizable and popular. The logo (4. use) to make
souvenirs and ads of the tournament. One could also see it on
public transport, bills and billboards.
1

a joint effort  – совместные усилия / сумесныя намаганні
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Preparation for the 2014 Ice Hockey
World Championship also (5. include) an
open mascot design competition, announced
by the Belarusian Ice Hockey Federation for
the 2014 Ice hockey World Championship.
As many as 40 design proposals (6. submit).
The image of the bison, one of Belarus’ symbols, (7. name) the official mascot of the Ice
Hockey World Championship in Minsk. The
mascot (8. create) by an artist and designer
from Minsk Vitaly Ortyukh.
A nationwide contest for the best name and story / biography for the official mascot of the 2014 World Championship
(9. announce) in March 2013. Having studied almost 300 proposals, the competition organisers (10. give) the mascot the
name of Volat, meaning a heroic warrior in Belarusian.
500 days before the competition about 40 Belarusian enterprises (11. begin) manufacturing souvenirs  with
the 2014 World Championship WC logo. Among the most popular ones were T-shirts, caps, scarves, towels, pucks, hockey
sticks (including decorative ones made from cut glass), badges
and magnets. These souvenirs were available in shops, at passenger stations and at the National Airport Minsk.
5. Write “The 2014 Minsk World Ice Hockey Championship
Chronicle” in 10 sentences. Use the information from ex. 3 and 4.

LESSON 6: BELARUS IS WORTH VISITING
Communicative area: having a dialogue about choosing a cultural
event to attend in Belarus
1. Read the introduction to a brochure about Belarus and give
at least ﬁve reasons to visit Belarus.

Belarus is yet to be discovered by tourists from Europe and
North America. Once you reached Minsk, do not limit yourself
only to ice hockey arenas and Minsk’s museums, restaurants,
and night clubs. Belarus is a very safe country to travel.
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Friendly people and very low prices will compensate possible problems with communicating in English outside Minsk.
Being the only foreigner around will make it an interesting experience. You can enrich your experience and develop a better
understanding of the national culture if you go to smaller places and visit the country’s historical landmarks. They demonstrate how the country balances its Soviet heritage and deep
European roots.
2a. Look through the calendar of events in Belarus. Choose some
events which could make you go to Belarus besides the World Ice
Hockey Championship.

27th International Festival of Classical
and Modern Chamber Music
The international forum in ancient Polotsk brought together musicians from
Belarus, Russia, Ukraine, Spain, Poland and Germany. Classical music
masterpieces will be performed under the dome of the Holy
Wisdom Cathedral. The audience will be treated to a fascinating programme.
When: 13 March – 2 May
Where: the Saint Sophia Cathedral, Polotsk, Vitebsk Oblast
2nd Minsk Street Theatre Forum
The forum will unite the best street
theatres of Belarus, CIS1 and nonCIS countries. Theatre companies
will not only present their “live” performances but also share some secrets with the beginning artists. The
forum which coincides with the start of the tour  of the
International Street Art Forum Grand Teatro will be opened
with a grand carnival procession in Minsk downtown.
When: 9 – 11 May
Where: Minsk
1

CIS (Commonwealth of Independent States) – Содружество Независимых Государств (СНГ) / Садружнасць Незалежных Дзяржаў (СНД)
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Bulbash Fest in Silichi
The festival of the Belarusian national cuisine  in the Silichi
ski resort will offer its guests a variety of entertainment. The programme of the festival will include
history restoration shows, a Bulbash
Dedication ceremony, a traditional
wedding ceremony, theatrical performances, ethnic music
concerts, Belarusian song and dance master classes, folk
games, and sport competitions. In a big tasting room one
will have a chance to try a variety of potato dishes, lard with
garlic, horse radish1 or cucumbers, sausages, kvass, and
many more. You can learn to make Belarusian dishes. Adventurous visitors will be invited to a draniki eating contest.
When: 18 May
Where: Logoisk District, Silichi ski resort
5th Medieval Festival Golshany Castle 2014
Everyone is invited to experience the
atmosphere of the medieval feast
at the famous Sapieha family estate2,
which is known for its rich history,
secrets, and even ghosts. Here one can
learn how to fence, walk on ancient
stilts3, make hammered souvenirs, master medieval games
and dances. The festival will include knife and hammer
throwing and for the first time – roach races4. The fest will
stage the musical Sophia of Golshany by Belarusian composer Vladimir Kondrusevich, as well as performances of
the Belarusian medieval music by the music groups PAWA
and Stary Olsa, Gudy Capella and the Balamuty folk band.
When: 24 May
Where: Grodno Oblast, Oshmyany District, Golshany agrotown
1
2
3
4
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horse radish – хрен / хрэн
estate –  – поместье / маёнтак
stilts – ходули / хадулі
roach races – тараканьи бега / забегі тараканаў
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2b. Have a discussion about going to Belarus to attend cultural
events. Give your arguments. Use the following expressions.

– We’ll have a couple of free days. How can we spend them?
– Let’s see what’s on in Minsk in May. …
– … sounds great! I love … . They offer …
– I’m afraid, I’m not into … (I’m not a … fan).
– Hm-m-m… What do you think about …? We can …
– It must be exciting / amusing / entertaining. I don’t mind
going to … at all!
– Where and when is it on?
–…
– Isn’t it far from …?
– Not very far, really. We can get there by …
– Let’s try to buy the tickets. Can we buy them on the Internet?
– We sure can.

LESSON 7: AN ASTONISHING DIVERSITY
Communicative area: reading, speaking and writing about cultural
life in Belarus
1. How often do you go out or travel around the country? What
events do you enjoy?
2. Read about the events in Belarus. Answer the questions.

1. Where do they take place? 2. When do they take place?
3. What sphere (genre) do they belong to? 4. Which of them
would you like to attend? Why?
Mirum Music Festival 2014
The open-air music festival at the
majestic Mir Castle, one of the
most popular attractions in Belarus, promises to turn into an amazing show of the best musicians from
Great Britain, Germany, Georgia,
Russia, and Ukraine... The line-up includes Dave DK, Vakula, Vidis, Migloko, Murovei, Schmoltz, Outro Pin, Induss,
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Verde, Salut 80’, Milk Splash, etc. Special guests of the festival include the star of international jazz Nino Katamadze,
and the Insight band which will present their hits of the
past 15 years...
When: 9 August
Where: Mir Castle, town of Mir, Grodno Oblast
International Festival of Animated Films Animayevka 2014
This year the well-known animation
festival in Mogilev will present 159
films from 39 countries, with firstever screenings of works from Argentina, Brazil, Denmark, Iraq, Columbia, Singapore, Syria, the United
States, Croatia, Sweden, Slovenia,
and the Netherlands. The festival will
include competition and out-of-competition premieres, master
classes, exhibitions of Belarusian painters, a show from the
Moscow Puppet Theatre Balagan, a children’s competition “I
am not a magician, I am just learning…”, and an expo of paintings “My Favourite Cartoons”. The forum will comprise special guests meetings with Honoured Artist of Russia Oksana
Stashenko, author of the international project Cradle Songs
for the Whole Family Natalia Faustova, prominent art figure
of Russia, Grigory Gladkov, actor of the Kupala Theatre, Oleg
Garbuz, and director Yelena Turova.
When: 16–22 September
Where: Mogilev
International Festival of Modern Choreography in Vitebsk
The forum represents one of the
brightest pages in the cultural life
of Vitebsk. The 27th IFMC – International Festival of Modern Choreography – will present first-night performances by leading dance groups from
Belgium, the United Kingdom, Israel, Spain, Russia, the USA, Ukraine,
Sweden, Estonia, and Belarus. The
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geography of the contest is expanding. This time the organizers received around 100 works for the video elimination
round. The international jury of the competition will include renowned choreographers Radu Poclitaru (Ukraine),
Yulia Dyatko (Belarus), Ido Tadmor (Israel), Emanuele Soavi (Italy), Olga Pona (Russia), and Rene Nommik (Estonia).
The programme of the festival includes workshops for dancers, meetings of the expert council, the photo exhibitions
Portrait in Modern Dance and Capturing Movement, and
the exhibition Non-Figurative Art by Belarusian artist
Anatoly Kuznetsov.
When: 19–23 November
Where: Vitebsk, Vitebsk Concert Hall, Yakub Kolas National Academic Drama Theatre
3. Have a talk with your friend and choose one of the events for
visiting.
4. Recommend this event to another friend.

Let’s go to … By all means we should attend … Why not
go and watch … There’ll be … I’m sure it will be amazing …
5. Work in pairs. Analyse cultural life in Belarus. Complete the
sentences.

 The cultural life of Belarus is extremely diverse. People
can attend …
 Theatre has its unsurpassable magnetism. Belarusians can
watch …
 You can choose from a variety of music genres: …
 You can enjoy the performance of … musicians or listen
to … singers.
 One might spend an unforgettable time, engaging in festivities in ancient castles, such as …
 Choreography will charm you with the gracefulness of its
dancers.
 And last but not least. Going to the circus will not leave
you cold either. You can enjoy watching ….
6. Write your summary of Belarusian cultural life for a tourist guide.
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EXAM BITESIZE
I. Reading
1. Read the article and say in 2–3 sentences what it is about.

Ruslan Salei
Ruslan “Rusty” Salei (November 2, 1974 – September 7,
2011) was a Belarusian professional ice hockey player. During his career from 1992 till 2011 he played for the Hockey
Club (HC) Dinamo Minsk, which later became Tivali Minsk,
and from 1993 till 2010 – for the national team of Belarus.
He participated in 14 seasons in the National Hockey League
(NHL). He also played in the Russian Super league (RSL) for
AK Bars Kazan in 2004-2005, and was a member of Lokomotiv Yaroslavl of the Kontinental Hockey League (KHL) for
two months. Indeed, Salei did more as an NHLer than almost
anyone could have expected him to do. Out of his more than
1,100 matches he played 917, scoring 204 (45 goals + 159 assists) – a very good result for a defenseman.
He grew up far from the American continent – in Minsk,
the capital of Belarus. Looking back on his early years
he said: “As a kid, playing hockey served all my interests
in terms of who I wanted to be. I played soccer when I was
six, but I got into hockey the winter I turned seven. Then all
I thought about was getting through school and playing
hockey.” Salei built his skills year after year in the famous
hockey schools of Minsk. In 1992–93, he made the senior
team of Dynamo Minsk, competing in the Russian Elite
League. Salei played in Minsk through 1994-95, but it was
clear to him that he needed a new place to spotlight his skills,
and he found one in the most brightly lit city on earth: Las
Vegas, Nevada.
Moving there was a huge risk for a 20-year-old who had
spent his whole life in Eastern Europe. But Bob Strumm,
general manager of the now-defunct1 Las Vegas Thunder
1
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of the IHL1, had enough faith in his scouts’ reports to give
Salei a chance. Salei remembered: “I made the team in my
first year, and I was pretty successful that year in Vegas.”
His efforts impressed Anaheim’s scouts. At age 21, he was
grabbed by the Ducks of Anaheim in the 1996 NHL Draft,
and his first NHL three-year contract, worth $2.25 million, was signed. When Ruslan Salei signed a four-year,
$12-million free agent deal with the Florida Panthers
on July 2, 2006 it marked the end of his nine-season run
with the Anaheim Ducks. The Panthers appreciated what
they had got in the hard-hitting Salei. “He’s a smart player.
His ability to handle the puck and communicate with his
partners has been a big help to our team,” said coach
Jacques Martin. His last contract one-year contract in NHL
was on August 9, 2010 with the Detroit Red Wings. When
the contract expired, Salei signed a one-year contract with
Lokomotiv Yaroslavl of the Kontinental Hockey League
(KHL) on July 5, 2011.
On September 7, 2011, at 4:02 PM local time, the Yakovlev Yak-42 passenger aircraft, carrying nearly the entire
hockey team of Lokomotiv Yaroslavl of the Kontinental
Hockey League crashed near Yaroslavl, Russia on its way
to Minsk, Belarus to start the 2011–12 KHL season. All but
one on board were killed, including Salei.
Ruslan Salei is highly honoured in Belarus. In 2014 he became an IIHF (International Ice Hockey Federation) Hall
of Fame inductee. It is an award presented to those who have
made “outstanding contributions to the IIHF and international ice hockey”.
2. Read the paragraph aloud, telling us about the beginning
of Ruslan Salei’s career in ice hockey.
3. What clubs did he play for in the USA?
4. What facts prove that he was an outstanding hockey player?

1
IHL – the International Hockey League was a minor professional ice
hockey league in the United States and Canada that operated from 1945
to 2001
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II. Listening
 Listen to the talk about the ﬁlm and answer the questions.
1. Who are the main characters of the film?
2. Where and when does the action take place?
3. Why do the authors think the film will attract viewers?

III. Speaking
Let’s talk about Belarus.

1. How can you explain to foreigners what Belarus is?
2. What do you know about events of world importance
taking place in Belarus?
3. What questions can British people ask about the state
system of our country?
4. What cultural events would you advise your friends
to attend?
5. They say it’s the people who make history. Is it true
about your country?
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UNIT 4
NATIONAL CHARACTER
LESSON 1: NATIONAL STEREOTYPES
Communicative area: speaking about countries, nationalities,
stereotypes
Active vocabulary: arrogant, ambitious, anxious, caring, harsh,
inventive, law-abiding, modest, open-minded, respectful, shallow,
straightforward, submissive, stereotype, generalisation
Active grammar: formal subject It
1. How many names of countries do you remember? Play the game
in two teams. Run to the board one by one to write as many names
of countries as you can. You have only three minutes for the
competition.
2a. Look at the list of the countries. Complete the table.
Country

Austria
Finland
…

Nationality

Austrian
Finn
…

Belonging to

Austrian
Finnish
…

Belarus
Belgium
Denmark
France
Germany
Greece
the Netherlands
India
Italy
Japan
Luxembourg
Poland
Portugal
Russia Sweden
Ukraine
the USA
2b.

 Listen to the recording and check.

3a. Match the words in bold with their deﬁnitions.

When we speak about people of different nationalities,
we often use stereotypes and generalisations which are:
 often unfair or untrue beliefs or ideas of what groups
of other people are like
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 statements about all the members of a group that may be
true in some or many situations but not true in every case

It is easy to make a generalisation out of a stereotype by saying Many people… instead of All people…
3b. Read the article and say what made the author unhappy.

Generalisations about cultures or nationalities can be a source
of pride, anger or simply bad jokes. Some people say that in all
stereotypes there is some basis in reality, as they don’t develop
in a vacuum. Such stereotypes mostly concern appearance, language, food, habits, psychological traits, attitudes, values,
etc.
Please take everything below with a grain of salt; as I only
summed up what others wrote on the Internet. We all know
that there are black and white sheep in every herd. I tried
to strike a balance between positive and negative national
and individual personality traits – but sometimes it was very
difficult due to lack of positive stereotypes.
It is said that Americans are arrogant; harsh; open-minded;
materialistic; ambitious; progressive; efficient; straightforward; practical; fast food eaters.
It is believed that Australians are nature lovers; sometimes
shallow but honest; open-minded; love to joke; meat eaters;
sports lovers; surf all day – drink all night.
It is expected that Brazilians are impulsive; always late;
carnival addicts; soccer and coffee lovers; criminals and robbers; inventive and constructive people; family- and community-oriented; most women are supermodels, most men are
macho.
It is thought that Canadians are submissive, agreeable;
modest; open-minded; progressive; efficient; straightforward;
polite; respectful; anxious; law-abiding and tolerant; antiAmerican; passive. They care for handicapped / elderly / minorities; and they don’t like successful people.
It is said that the Chinese are hardworking, fast-learners;
open-minded; ambitious; progressive; business-oriented; great
at mathematics; terrible drivers; arrogant; assertive; very
88
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“short” but “bigger” than Japanese; cheap labour; do kung fu;
wear glasses; pirate and copy everything; don’t value contracts; drink green tea; eat everything that lives.
3c. Match the words in bold with their deﬁnitions.

A. someone who thinks they are better or more important
than other people and behaves in a way that is rude and
too confident.
B. worried and tense because of possible misfortune, danger.
C. behaving in a confident way in which you are quick to express your opinions and feelings.
D. unpleasantly rough or severe
E. able to think of new, different, or interesting ideas.
F. respectful of the law and obedient.
G. syn. not proud – a person who does not like to talk about
themselves, their achievements, or their abilities, even
if they are successful.
H. willing to consider ideas and opinions that are new or different to your own.
I. not interested in serious ideas, strong feelings, or other
important things.
J. always willing to obey someone and never disagreeing
with them, even if they are unkind to you.
K. willing to accept someone else’s beliefs, way of life, etc.
without criticizing them, even if you disagree with them.
3d. Work in groups of three. Choose one of the nationalities
described in the article and discuss:

 why these character traits might be true,
 why it is dangerous to think that all people have the same
character traits.
4. Look through the text again and pay attention to the underlined
phrases. How will you translate them into your language? Consult
the Grammar Reference.
5a. Look at a postcard from Britain describing a perfect European.
Are they serious or humorous characteristics?
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5b. How can you express the same idea using the formal subject It?

Model. It is believed that Italians are not controlled. They’re
often impulsive and short-tempered.
6. Is it fun to read or to hear stereotypes about other nationalities?
Is it as fun to hear or read stereotypes about you?
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LESSON 2: TYPICALLY BRITISH
Communicative area: comparing characteristic features
Active grammar: Complex Subject
1. Answer the questions.

1. Do people belonging to one nation have a lot in common?
2. Do you think that national stereotypes give a true picture
of a national character?
3. What are your associations with the word “an Englishman”?
2a.  Listen to the TV programme “Focus on Britain” and say if the
following sentences are true or false.

a) Many stereotypes are correct.
b) British people are known to have a small breakfast.
c) British cuisine is popular all over the world.
d) The British aren’t as conservative as they are thought
to be.
2b.  Listen to the programme again, check your answers and ﬁll
in the missing words.

We know a lot of (1) … concerning the United Kingdom and its
natives. Using them we are able to create (2) … that British
people are believed to present. Many stereotypes are wrong,
but some of them seem to be good. We should be aware though,
that some of them aren’t true.
The typical British (3) … should be the tea lover. What
is more, the tea should be drunk at an exact time. Most of the
British drink their tea (4) …. They are
also known to have a big traditional
breakfast. The breakfast consists
of several pieces of toast covered with
(5) …, which seem to be typically British. We couldn’t even imagine how different British toast can be. The other
stereotype is connected with traditional British cuisine and some
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(6) … . British meals are considered to be
completely tasteless. They are unlikely
to be accepted by foreigners. The basic
British dish is called (7) … but most tourists don’t like it.
There are a number of stereotypes
about British gentlemen. They appear
to be too stiff and (8) … . Moreover, they
speak with a strange British accent. They
call the accent “Received Pronunciation”
and it is thought to be a very distinguished
one, but in fact it isn’t. What is (9) …, the
British sense of humour is very unique. It is presented mostly
in such British films and TV series as “Monty Python’s Flying
Circus”, “Mister Bean” and “Black Adder”. All of them present
the stereotypes, which aren’t often the truth.
The other stereotype is that the British youth are believed
to be the clubbing lovers, which means that they (10) … from
one club to another club or pub at weekends. It is a kind of modern British tradition, which is today observed in various countries. But British young people are believed to enjoy their
lives. In fact, British young people turn out to be very different from the young people all over
the world.
Summing up, the British aren’t
as conservative as they are thought
to be. Their (11) … is that they are
talkative and very friendly. They
seem to be also pedantic, but about
every other nation, we can say the
same. Every nation has the stereotypical positive features and negative ones.
3a. Read the text and pay attention to the words in bold. Discuss
with your partner what they mean and how they may be translated
into Russian / Belarusian.
3b. Read the rule in the Grammar Reference and check your
predictions.
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4. Match the following.

The Americans
The French
The Italians
The Germans
The Greek

are considered to be
are supposed to be
seem to be
are likely to be
are unlikely to be

well organised.
patriots.
very talkative.
overweight.
fashion lovers.

5a. Read the text and make a list of characteristic features of the
Brits according to this text.

My wife, who is French, has lived in England for twenty-five
years. When she arrived, she was both surprised and favourably struck by the comparative uninterest, even of the rich,
in material comfort and pleasures, and by the uprightness and
straightforwardness of the public administration. Her career
as a doctor was spent treating old people, and she developed
a great respect for the British character shown by her patients.
Among their virtues were politeness, lack of self-importance,
stoicism, and emotional self-control. No matter to which social
class they belonged, they had dignity and self-respect. Their
virtues far outweighed their vices.
My medical experience happens to prove it as well. I remember at the beginning of my career as a doctor in a rural area,
when one day an old man called me out to his home. He had been
very weak for some weeks so he had difficulty in raising himself from the sofa on which he was lying.
“I tried for as long as I could not to bother you, doctor,”
he said, “but I can’t manage it any longer.”
“Doctors are supposed to be called out when the person is very
weak,” I said. But I was really impressed with his behaviour.
5b. Compare both texts and say why they are so different.
6. Go back to ex. 1 and answer the questions again.
7. Describe a typical British person as you see him / her.

LESSON 3: AMERICAN CHARACTER
Communicative area: discussing the American national character
Active grammar: using subject and verb agreement in speech
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1. Answer the questions.

1. What influences your opinion? (books, newspapers, films,
TV, first-hand experience, other people)
2. Which information do you find most relevant?
3. Do you ever change your opinion when you get more information?
2a. Read the extract from Tony Blair’s book. How did his opinion
about Americans change?

During my time as Prime Minister I came to love America.
I didn’t know many Americans at school or university, and
I was 32 before I visited the U.S. My view of America had been
formed from movies and TV shows. But in 1985, I was part of a
delegation of Members of Parliament. What I learned that day
is that Americans can be really, really clever. It was a useful
lesson for my time in office.
Americans can be all that the rest of the world sometimes
accuses them of: brash, loud, limited, obsessive and heavyhanded. But America is great for a reason. There is a nobility1
in the American character that has been developed over the
centuries. That nobility isn’t about being nicer, better or more
successful than anyone else. It is a feeling about the country.
It is a devotion2 to the American ideal that at a certain point
goes beyond class, race, religion or upbringing. That ideal
is about values: freedom, the rule of law, democracy. It is also
about the way you achieve: on merit3, by your own efforts and
hard work. But it is most of all that you as an individual take
second place to the interests of the nation as a whole. It is what
makes the country determined to overcome its challenges.
(Adapted from Tony Blair’s A Journey: My Political Life).
2b. Read what some people discovered about Americans after they
arrived in the USA. Which of the facts surprised you?

The United States is the most diverse country in the world.
A very small number of Americans come from families which
1
2
3
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devotion – преданность / адданасць
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are “American only” – those who identify
themselves as Native American or American Indian. People from all over the world
have immigrated to the United States.
Therefore, it is very difficult to define
a typical American, as there is no such
a thing.
Diversity and Individualism. Americans like to think of themselves as “diverse” and “multi-cultural,” as a “melting pot” or a “salad
bowl” of immigrants and nationalities. The most common type
of an American is perhaps the American who doesn’t want to be
a “type” at all. Americans are extremely independent, individualistic, and like to be different from each other.
Personal space and Privacy. Americans need a lot of “elbow
room”; they like personal space around them. They value their
privacy a lot. Don’t just show up at someone’s house without
first calling and making an appointment. Even if someone says
“come over at any time,” don’t take it literally. If a person
wants you to visit their home, they will call you first and specify the date and time.
Discipline. Most Americans are impatient yet disciplined.
No one likes to wait in line and they are easily frustrated. Yet
most Americans wait in a line patiently without pushing people
or trying to jump ahead.
Politeness. Amazingly friendly, hospitable, and helpful people. If you happen to bump into someone or vice versa, you will
promptly hear an “excuse me.” Most people who are just passing by will smile at you and / or say hello. This is formality,
and shouldn’t be taken seriously. The question “How are you?”
along with a smile, is simply a polite greeting and is not a question about your health.
School. Students are expected to ask questions. Never use
a cell phone in class. It is normal for an American teacher to sit
on the desk. Always call your teacher by his or her name.
Do your own work. Copying from a book, a friend, or using
Internet materials is called plagiarism. Cheating is serious,
and the punishment is strong.
Healthy lifestyle. The majority of Americans are fans
of various sports. In fact, the most popular sports in the U.S.

Правообладатель Вышэйшая школа

95

are played within its borders. For example, an Atlanta team
plays a New York team. A U.S. team doesn’t typically play
an Australian team. In downtown Toronto where I live (I believe this still counts for North America) everyone runs;
or rides a bike; or skates; or does yoga in the park. I was surprised to find out how many marathons take place during summer and how serious many people are about them. $100 is an
enrollment fee (usually goes to charity). They train themselves
all year long.
Eating habits. I have two friends in the USA who think that
the food they eat is quite healthy. When I visited them, I discovered that their fridge was full of processed, canned or packaged food. As neither the wife nor the husband likes cooking,
they buy everything packaged and prepared. Usually, when
friends meet at a restaurant, they each pay their share of the
bill or split the bill in half. It’s called going Dutch. A typical
food portion in America is enormous. I can easily share one meal
with another guy and do not feel hungry for hours to come.
Some facts
 The number of American smokers has fallen to 18.1%
in 2014.
 90% of Americans believe that they eat healthy food.
 Two thirds of Americans are overweight; one third of those
are obese.
 In the USA, 40 % of food is thrown away every year.
3a. Study the underlined parts of sentences and work out the rule:
When do we use a singular verb and a plural verb? Use the Grammar
Reference and check your ideas.
3b. Read some more information about Americans and open the
brackets.

Americans are great pet lovers. The majority of the population
now (1. consider) their pet to be a member of the family. The
number of pet owners in the United States (2. increase) every
year. Sixty-eight percent of households (3. include) a pet, and
$56 billion (4. spend) on their pets in 2013. Almost a third of the
pet owners (5. say) their pets sleep in the bed with them. Women
(6. be) slightly more likely to own a pet (64%) than men (58%).
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Women who (7. own) pets also put more time into caring for
them. According to the survey, one in five (8. prefer) to spend
time with their pets over most human beings and people who
(9. live) in rural areas (10. be) more likely to prefer the company of animals to humans. Some 46% of all households (11. own)
more than one pet. Cats slightly outnumber dogs, but either
a cat or a dog (12. live) in at least one out of three homes. In addition to dogs and cats, the most popular pets (13. include)
birds, reptiles, small animals and fish. In a recent survey, two
thirds of respondents (14. treat) their pets as well as they treat
their children! There (15. be) a great variety of pet food, along
with pet care products. Holiday presents, designer outfits, and
specialty shampoos (16. purchase) for their pets. Mouthwash
and electric toothbrushes (17. use) in doggy beauty salons and
a manicure complete with nail polish (18. offer) for birds.
Moreover, a large number of animal shelters (19. provide) temporary homes for stray, surrendered, or abandoned pet animals. The number of cats and dogs adopted from shelters
(20. vary) from 3 to 4 million each year.
3c. What do you think about Americans’ passion for pets?
4a. Complete the sentence: Americans are … . Write as many
character traits as possible. Think how they greet each other, how
they behave with friends and in public, what they wear, what they
ﬁnd important.
4b. Compare what you’ve written with your partner. Explain why you
think your characteristics are appropriate.
5. Hold a competition. Write a paragraph about national stereotypes
and generalisations. Use the subject and verb agreement rule and
the active vocabulary of the unit.

LESSON 4: MY SECOND HOME – BELARUS
Communicative area: speaking about Belarusian national character
1a. Brainstorm a list of traits typical of Belarusian national character.
Justify your choice.
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1b. Do you think people visiting Belarus could make a similar or a
different list? Discuss with your partner. Compare your answers
with another pair.
2a. In pairs read one of the texts below. Each of you will read
a different text (A or B). Make a list of character traits as mentioned
by the writers. Compare it with your list. What makes you proud?
What hurts you?

A. I am a British citizen and have lived in Belarus for many
years. My wife is Belarusian and our children have both been
educated here. Over the years I have visited all of the country’s
major cities and many of its towns, villages and smaller settlements. Of course, people are individuals and have their own
traits but I have found, at the risk of generalisation, that Belarusians have many characteristics in common.
In my experience, such as it is, Belarusians are extremely
sociable both amongst themselves and with visitors. I remember meeting a man who travelled throughout the world for the
Ford Motor Company and visited Belarus frequently. He told
me that Belarusians were the most hospitable people he had encountered. Many is the time that, as a stranger, I have visited
a village and spontaneously been invited into a house for dinner which was always generous.
Compared to the people in many western countries Belarusians are not materialistic. This is not to say that they do not
want a car, good clothes and a nice apartment. Certainly younger people, and many of their elders, have embraced new technology and have up-to-date cell phones and computers, but consumerism does not come close in scale to what is found, say,
in Europe or the States. Not many people think of shopping as a
leisure activity. Over time though, this may change as the market economy develops.
One thing that always impresses foreign visitors with Belarus is a strong sense of community. Belarus is a country that,
throughout its history has suffered many hardships. People
have survived because of their network of family and friends.
In fact, it often seems to me, that there is little distinction
made between family and friends. Wherever my wife and I have
travelled throughout the country it seems that we always find
a connection with someone who knows my wife or her family
and will always put themselves out for us.
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There is a high respect for education and culture. Most
houses and apartments I have visited have a large number
of books and conversation is often about complex and intellectual topics. Teachers are highly respected and viewed as professionals. I have visited many schools and am always struck
by the politeness of the students and the good order and discipline of the classrooms.
The countryside holds a special place in the hearts of Belarusians. Even though Belarus has become increasingly urbanised and industrialised there always remains a link to rural
life. On the weekends during the spring, summer and early autumn Minsk seems to empty out as urbanites go to their dachas.
They garden, fish and the more courageous, pick mushrooms.
Every city apartment seems to have a stock of preserves, the
bounty of their dacha’s or their country relative’s gardens. The
urban-countryside divide one finds in other countries does not
seem so sharp in Belarus.
I have only touched on a few points, I think, which make Belarus and Belarusians distinctive. There is much more, but that
would take a whole book to describe.
Franklin Swartz

B. To be completely honest, when I was first approached
to write some words about the character traits of Belarusian
people I was not too happy to do so; the primary reason being
that I dislike it when people categorize and stereotype others
due to the colour of their skin, their religious beliefs or nationality. To say someone has a certain set of characteristics due
to the boundaries they were born within is like saying Prince
William, David Beckham, (Sir) Elton John, Amy Winehouse
(RIP) and myself are all alike simply because we are English!
Yet, despite my concerns, here I am attempting to give my best,
unbiased, character analysis of the majority of Belarusians
I have come into contact with during my time in this country.
In order to comment upon the average Belarusian’s character, I feel that I need to divide it into three categories: 1. General;
2. Socialising with friends or spending time with family; 3.
Workplace environment. The reasoning for this is that I believe
there are some characteristics which most Belarusian people possess, probably due to the economic situation within the country
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during Soviet times and at present, combined with the fact that
it seems to me many people in this country have two different
personalities – one for at home and when socialising with friends
or family, with another reserved for use within their workplace.
If I were to be limited to just one overall characteristic with
which to describe Belarusians it would be ‘resourceful’. The
next adjective I would choose is ‘peaceful’. I rarely see anyone
lose their temper and feel very safe on the streets here, even
at night. This is a stark contrast to inner-cities in my homeland. Another characteristic which I feel most here share
is that of being quite careful with their money in their day-today life, which is to be expected given the average wage in comparison to the cost of living.
From my experience, this carefulness is definitely forgotten when Belarusians are celebrating a special occasion, such
as New Year or a birthday, and when entertaining guests. Indeed, when these events occur I have always found the people
here to be extremely generous. Also, when socialising, Belarusians are fun-loving, outgoing, humorous and very friendly.
Every time I go out socialising, I am approached by strangers
who wish to chat with me.
However, this openness and cheerfulness is kept well-hidden by almost everyone when moving around the city, and especially so when shopping or travelling on public transport!
But the worst seems to occur in the workplace. Many people,
who I am certain are happy, cheerful and helpful when at home
or with friends, become rude and unhelpful when at work,
something I have experienced from check-out girls to civil servants. I feel that all this leads to a lack of customer service
within this country, no matter what that service may be. An exception to this is those who chose their profession more because
of a desire to care for others than as a means to earn money,
such as kindergarten teachers and doctors. Having said all
of this, I do also believe that the majority of Belarusians are
very professional and hard-working; they certainly spend far
more hours in the workplace than their British counterparts!
On a personal level, I fully enjoy the company of Belarusian
people. With very few exceptions, I find the people here to be
open, warm-hearted, fun-loving and intelligent. I have also
found the sense of humour of the majority of locals to be very
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similar to that of my own. Belarusians are generally very welcoming and hospitable to foreigners. I fully enjoy meeting new
people and teaching here. The younger generation, especially,
are always eager to learn as much as they can about different
cultures and to embrace new ideas.
Ian Gowman
2b. Read the text again and complete the table:
Character traits

hospitable

Key words

Invite into a house for dinner

2c. Talk to your partner and ﬁnd out the similarities and differences
in describing Belarusian character traits in both texts.
3. Write a short summary of the text you’ve read.

LESSON 5: THROUGH VISITORS’ EYES
Communicative area: writing about Belarusian national character
1. Imagine you’ve arrived in Minsk for your ﬁrst visit. What would
your ﬁrst impressions about the people and the country be? Discuss
with your partner.
2a.  Listen to the interview and say whether these sentences are
true or false.

1. Danielle Montagne came to Minsk from Syracuse, New
York.
2. Her first glimpse at the city of Minsk was through the
windows of her plane.
3. Danielle passed by the monument to Lenin.
4. She saw very beautiful monuments – such as Victory
Square statue and the Eternal Flame.
5. Minsk was filled with an atmosphere of power and grandeur.
6. Danielle was inspired to begin taking Russian classes
in order to be able to read street signs and communicate with
people.
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7. There is a real sense of community at MSLU that sometimes lacks at other educational institutions.
8. Danielle is sure she will continue to enjoy her time and
teaching experiences in Minsk.
9. Danielle will share her impressions about Belarus with
her colleagues in the United States.
2b.  Listen to the interview again and number the following
sentences as they appeared in the text.

1. The buildings and monuments were huge.
2. When I learned that I would be teaching in Minsk, I was
very excited.
3. We passed by very modern buildings – such as the National Library.
4. Then I saw very beautiful monuments – such as Victory
Square statue and the Eternal Flame.
5. In the days that followed, I spent a lot of time walking
around the streets, getting lost and then finding my way again.
6. All of these images made me happy.
7. My warm sentiments about the city of Minsk followed
me to MSLU, where I met the most wonderful colleagues and
students I could imagine.
8. I am sure I will continue to enjoy my time and teaching
experiences.
9. Minsk was filled with an atmosphere of power and grandeur that I was not expecting.
10. The kindness and thoughtfulness I have encountered
from the teachers and professors have made my time here wonderful thus far.
11. My first glimpse at the city of Minsk was through the
windows of an old city taxicab.
2c. Say what Danielle likes about Minsk and its people. How does
she characterize Belarusian people?
3a. A foreigner living in Minsk and speaking no Russian has
a problem. What problem might it be?
3b.  Listen to the story and answer two questions: What happened
to Ariana’s ﬂat? Who helped her to ﬁx the problem?
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3c.  Listen to the story again and complete the short summary
of the text.

Last weekend, my American roommate and I were planning
to have a tour around Minsk. Andrei, a 22 year-old Belarusian
student, called it “a tour of his hometown.”
We suddenly discovered that the bathroom was broken.
I called Andrei to cancel our meeting but Andrei decided to help
us … .
4. Imagine somebody who doesn’t speak Russian asked you
to help (a) to ﬁnd a way to … in your home town or village b) to help
repair a mobile phone …) Discuss with your partner what the
questions and answers might be. Act the dialogue out.
5. Compare the different opinions about Belarusian people.
Recollect what you’ve read at the previous lesson. Write a text about
Belarusian character for British Teenage Magazine.

LESSON 6: NATIONAL TOLERANCE
Communicative area: speaking about tolerance towards other
nations
Active vocabulary: tolerance, ignorance, jealousy, selﬁshness,
suspicion, offence, distrust, prejudice, fear, destiny, vulnerability,
tension, diversity, inequality, exclusion, bond
1a. Read the famous quotation of Martin Luther King Jr. What does
it mean?

“We may have all come on different ships, but we’re in the
same boat now.”
1b. In our diverse world, intolerance towards other nationalities and
races still exists. What are the roots of such intolerance? Read the
possible reasons and translate the words into Russian / Belarusian.

fear – the feeling that you have when you are frightened
ignorance – lack of knowledge
jealousy – an unhappy feeling because someone has something
that you would like or can do something that you would like
to do
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selfishness – thinking only about yourself and not caring about
other people
suspicion – a feeling or belief that someone is guilty of an illegal, dishonest, or unpleasant action
prejudice – an unreasonable opinion or feeling, especially the
feeling of not liking a particular group of people
offence – the feeling of being angry, upset, or insulted, caused
by something that someone says or does
distrust – the feeling that someone or something cannot be relied on
1c. What are the most common reasons for intolerance in your
view? Choose from the list above or express your own ideas.
2a. Read UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s message for the
International Day for Tolerance, celebrated on November 16. Why
is tolerance an important quality nowadays?

We are living through a period of global transition. New centres of power and economic dynamism are emerging. Technology is connecting us ever more closely, and cross-cultural exchanges are deepening every day – but this does not mean there
is more understanding. Societies are more diverse but intolerance is on the rise in too many places.
Across the globe, nations and communities face profound
and enduring economic, social and environmental challenges.
Poverty, hunger and disease remain at unacceptable levels. Every region is experiencing the rising impact of climate change.
Natural disasters are a constant reminder of human vulnerability. Conflicts and inter-community tensions persist across
the globe. Millions face the daily threat of violence and displacement.
There are no individual solutions to these multifaceted and
interrelated challenges. We can only advance as a community
of nations and cultures, drawing on human solidarity and recognizing that we share a common destiny. This is why tolerance is so important.
Tolerance is not passive. It demands an active choice
to reach out on the basis of mutual understanding and respect,
especially where disagreement exists. Tolerance means recognizing that our diversity is a strength – a wellspring of creativity and renewal for all societies.
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Tolerance can, and must, be learned. We need to teach girls
and boys not just how to live together, but how to act together
as global citizens. We need to nurture tolerance by promoting
cultural understanding and respect – from parliaments to the
playground. We need to tackle growing inequality and reject
social exclusion based on gender, disabilities, sexual orientation, and ethnic or religious background.
Tolerance is the strongest foundation for peace and reconciliation. At this time of rapid and often bewildering change,
it has never been so important. On this International Day, I call
on national and community leaders – and all those who wield
influence through traditional and social media and among their
peers – to embrace tolerance as the bond that will unite us on
our common journey to a peaceful, sustainable future.
2b. Explain the words in bold.
2c. Read the message again and answer the questions.

1. Who does the UN Secretary-General appeal to?
2. What does tolerance mean?
3. What do we need to do to teach tolerance?
3a. Have you heard of Martin Luther King? What do you know about
him? Read the information below and check.

Martin Luther King, Jr. (January 15, 1929 –
April 4, 1968) was an American pastor, activist,
and humanitarian. On October 14, 1964, King
received the Nobel Peace Prize for combating
racial inequality through nonviolence. He led
the U.S. Civil Rights Movement from the mid1950s until his assassination in 1968.
3b.  Listen to a part from his famous speech “I have a dream”.
What was his dream?
3c.

 Listen again and complete the sentences.
 I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the
sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners
will be able to … .
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 I have a dream that my four little children will one day live
in a nation where they will not be ….
 I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor having his lips dripping
with the words of “interposition” and “nullification” – one
day right there in Alabama little black boys and black girls
will be able to … .
 This is our hope, and this is the faith that I go back to the
South with. With this faith, we will be able to … .
 And when this happens, and when we allow freedom ring,
when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet,
from every state and every city, we will be able to speed
up that day when all of God’s children, black men and
white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics,
will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old
Negro spiritual: …
3d. How do you understand the last words in Martin Luther King’s
speech?
4a.  Listen to the famous Imagine song by John Lennon. Can it be
called a hymn [hɪm] to tolerance and peace?

Imagine there’s no heaven
It’s easy if you try
No hell below us
Above us only sky
Imagine all the people
Living for today...
Imagine there’s no countries
It isn’t hard to do
Nothing to kill or die for
And no religion too
Imagine all the people
Living life in peace...

Imagine no possessions
I wonder if you can
No need for greed or hunger
A brotherhood of man
Imagine all the people
Sharing all the world...

You may say I’m a dreamer
But I’m not the only one
I hope someday you’ll join us
And the world will be as one

You may say I’m a dreamer
But I’m not the only one
I hope someday you’ll join us
And the world will live as one
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4b.

 Sing the song.

5. Discuss in small groups. What do you think about tolerance in a
family and school?

 Are you a tolerant person?
 Can you recall any experience of being intolerant towards
others? How did you feel then?
 Can you recall any experience of other people being intolerant towards you? How did you feel then?
 Do you think people should be more tolerant to each other
in their everyday life?
 Prepare a short speech to present in class.
6. What is your dream?

LESSON 7: RESPECT OTHERS, RESPECT
YOURSELF
Communicative area: speaking about the image of a nation and
respect towards other nations
1a. Read the ﬁrst part of an article “Responsible tourism”. What
countries do you think are among the notorious Top 10?

When you travel the world, like it or not, you are a representative of your country, and your behaviour –good or bad –can reflect
on your nation as a whole. That’s why sometimes it’s a good idea
to stop and think before you start dancing in the streets or make
a noise in the middle of the night. There is a list of 10 top countries with notoriously bad tourists. They create a kind of image
of their nations by being rude, loud, noisy, ill-mannered, scandalous, annoying and annoyed, drunk, and disrespectful.
1b. Read the next part of the article and match the headings to the
paragraphs.

A. We should be grateful to them.
B. They’d better stay at home.
C. They don’t feel comfortable.
D. The world’s diversity is amazing.
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1. If you are a traveller, you will encounter many different people along your journeys; people from so many different backgrounds; people of different races, religions, nationalities,
tongues, classes, and lifestyles. We live in a diverse world,
a world where people look and live differently.
2. And these people will play a lot of different roles within
our travels too. They will be our hotel clerks; the cooks of our
food, waiters; the housekeepers who make up our rooms; the
salespeople who sell things to us; our pilots; our drivers; our
tour guides; ride operators at amusement parks; lifeguards
who save lives and keep us safe at pools and beaches; police officers who protect us on the streets of the cities we visit; even
our fellow tourists who come from different parts of the world
to the same place where we come to for the same reasons.
3. Unfortunately, so many people in this world do not have
such a favourable view of those who are different from themselves. Many people dislike or otherwise feel uncomfortable
around those who have such differences. So much so that they
feel disgusted and view those who are different as being lower
people who are less civilized and view the mere existence of other people as a problem.
4. Nevertheless, interactions with such people are a fact of life
for everyone, especially for the traveller. Geography is a major
factor that can set one person apart from another. A person who
is narrow-minded or otherwise intolerant of those who are different will have a lot of difficulty enjoying their travels, and for such
a person, it may be worth avoiding travel altogether.
1c. Discuss in pairs. Do you agree with the author? What things
disappoint him?
2a. Every culture interprets body language and gestures differently.
You should be aware of this fact in order not to offend locals or not
to get into trouble. Look at the hand signals below. What do they
mean in your country?
a
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2b.  Listen to the ﬁrst part of programme about body language
and compare the meanings of the hand signals in different countries.
2c.  Listen to the next part and look at the pictures. In what
countries should you avoid using these gestures and postures?
Why?

2d.

 Complete the conclusion. Listen and check.

In conclusion, I’d advise all travellers before visiting any country to study the country’s body language along with its traditions, values and beliefs. Remember that the best and easiest
body language to master is a … . It’s the most universally understood message and doesn’t need a translation!
3a. Give a short speech on “How to be a responsible tourist”.
3b. What recommendations would you give a tourist travelling
in Belarus?
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EXAM BITESIZE
I. Reading
1. Read the article and say in 2–3 sentences what it is about.

Canadian National Character
The majority of the population is made up of the Old World
immigrants and their descendants. Aboriginal peoples number 4.3% of the country’s population. Elements of Aboriginal, French, British and more recent immigrant customs,
languages and religions have combined to form the culture
of Canada and thus a Canadian identity.
Canadians are generally a tolerant, polite and extremely
community-oriented people. Although they are individualistic in terms of their basic cultural traits, they nevertheless
place a great deal of emphasis on the individual’s responsibility to the community. This is seen as giving balance and
a good quality of life. Canadian people have an international
reputation for being “nice, a bit boring and excessively polite”… true or not, it certainly gives them the ability to travel
anywhere and get a warm meal and a smile of hospitality, because that’s what they are known for.
About the Canadian character, Prime Minister Stephen
Harper said: “Compassionate neighbours, courageous warriors, and confident partners, a bastion of freedom in an unfree world, a standard-bearer of goodwill, in a time when too
many choose to hate, a land of hope in a sea of uncertainty.”
It is difficult to specify any national trait in terms of communication in Canada due to its regionalism and cultural diversity. However, there are some basic communication styles
that are fairly standard across the country. For example,
business people are generally polite, easy-going and somewhat informal. Canadians like their space and prefer to be
at an arm’s length when speaking to someone. Canadians are
reserved to discuss their personal lives with business associates. They expect people to speak in a straightforward manner and to be able to back up their claims with examples. They
do not make exaggerated claims and are suspicious of something that sounds too good to be true.
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The ethnic diversity of Canada means that rules of social
propriety are quite complex. There are certain general expectations. Greeting, except in formal settings, does not require
touching in the form of embraces or handshakes. Behaviour
in public should be subdued. Rowdiness and loud speech, for
example, are considered inappropriate except under special
circumstances or in places such as bars or other venues. As a
community, Canadians are in general soft spoken, patient,
and almost apologetic in their public behaviour. They are also
in general tolerant of the complex network of cultural differences in public behaviour, more so in cities perhaps, where
such diversity is more commonplace.
2. Read aloud the extract which talks about Canadian communication styles.
3. What are Canadians like?
4. What social behaviour is typical of Canadian people?

II. Listening
 Listen to the programme about Inuit – native people of Canada
and answer the questions below.
1. Why do native people of Canada prefer to be called Inuit
rather than Eskimos?
2. What houses do they live in?
3. What harmonious relationship do the Inuit try to protect?

III. Speaking
Let’s talk about the national character.

1. What stereotypes connected with the British do you know?
2. Tolerance is the key to preserving peace in our diverse
world. What is your opinion on this issue?
3. Ask an American teenager what American people are like.
4. You have to write a short article about Belarusian people
for a foreign newspaper. How would you describe your people?
5. Foreign people usually admit that Belarusian people seldom smile. Do you share this point of view?
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UNIT 5
JOBS
LESSON 1: WHAT JOB SUITS YOU?
Communicative area: speaking about jobs, personal qualities and
skills
Active vocabulary: jobs
1. Read people’s opinions. Which of them do you agree with?
Justify your point of view.

1. “All jobs are equally important.”
2. “Some jobs are more valuable to society and to the wellbeing of others, some simply add value to one’s own life.”
2. Match the jobs with their categories.

Politics, Business & Administration
Finance

Transport

Law, Police & Security
Healthcare

Service
IT

Technical Jobs

Creative Jobs
Construction
Sales & Marketing
Education

1. A baker, a barber / hairdresser, a barista, a beautician,
a butcher, a cashier, a caterer, a chef, a cook, a kitchen worker,
a childcare worker, a courier, a fishmonger, a fitness worker,
a greengrocer, a grocer, a salesman, a shop-assistant, a tailor,
a travel agent.
2. An architect, an astronomer, a cartographer, an engineer, a mathematician, a miner, a physicist, a scientist.
3. A carpenter, a carpet / floor / tile fitter, an electrician,
a glazier, a lift installer and repairer, a plumber, a roofer.
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4. A home tutor, a pre-school teacher, a teacher, a teaching
assistant, a training specialist, a university and college lecturer.
5. An ambulance worker, a dental laboratory technician,
a dentist, a chemist, a health services manager, a nurse, a nutritionist, an optician, a paramedic, a pharmacist, a physician,
a psychologist, a social worker, a surgeon.
6. A computer programmer, a computer software engineer,
a systems analyst, a systems developer.
7. An air traffic controller, an aircraft pilot, an astronaut,
a bus driver, a chauffeur, a delivery worker, a flight attendant,
a sailor, a taxi driver, a lorry driver.
8. An ambassador, an administrator, an entrepreneur,
a manager, a mayor, a minister, an office clerk, a politician,
a receptionist, a secretary, a stockbroker.
9. An accountant, a budget analyst, an economist, an insurance sales agent, a personal financial advisor, a tax inspector.
10. An actor, an announcer, an artist, a camera operator,
a conductor, a craftsman, an editor, a graphic / interior / fashion designer, a journalist, a musician, a photographer, a playwright, a producer, a publisher, a writer.
11. A bodyguard, a court reporter, a customs officer, a detective, a fireman, a judge, a lawyer, a lifeguard, a major, a police officer, a private detective, a security guard, a soldier.
12. An advertising manager, an estate agent, a human resources manager, a market researcher, a product promoter,
a public relations specialist, a travel agent.
3a. Look through the astrologer’s article and ﬁnd the paragraph
about your zodiac sign. Do you agree with your sign description?
Would you like to choose the career recommendations for your
sign?

Zodiac Signs and Careers
Each Zodiac Sign has certain personality traits that make its
people suited for certain careers more than others, and it really
helps to know these traits and how they suit each career
to achieve maximum success. Check these best careers for every Zodiac Sign:
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Aries : enthusiastic, competitive, ambitious, strong-willed and creative. This person could
be a police officer, a soldier, a politician, a producer
or an entrepreneur.
Taurus : practical, methodical, determined, patient, and dependable. Unlike Aries, the
Taurus needs stability in their work, they could
be working for the government to get job security
and benefits. They are best suited to be accountants,
lawyers, engineers, or teachers.
Gemini : optimistic, curious, intelligent, and likes fast paced jobs, such as travel jobs,
a stockbroker, or a public relations specialist.
Cancer : are imaginative, dramatic, philosophical, and protective. The best jobs for the Cancer
are a social worker and human resources manager.
Leo : gregarious, independent, with a need
for power. Born to lead, it is not difficult to imagine
the Leo as the chairman of a big organization or corporation, and the best lines of work for them could be
as performers, tour guides, fashion designers, or interior decorators.
Virgo : perfectionist, cheerful, detailoriented, hard-working and neat. Since Virgo is the
sign of service and analyzing, the best jobs that suit
them are writing, research, detective work, public
service, secretarial, or teaching.
Libra : diplomatic, charming, sociable,
and easy-going. They make perfect ambassadors,
sales people, customer service representatives, and
travel agents.
Scorpio : intelligent, analytical, hardworking, and motivated. They could get to the highest levels on the jobs that suit them, which are surgeons, scientists, physicists, and educators.
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Sagittarius : they have a positive
attitude, high level of energy, and a spiritual side.
Some of the best jobs for them are ministers, public
relations officers, or editors.
Capricorn : dependable, goal-oriented, responsible, determined, persistent, logical and
clever. These workaholics could be bankers, administrators, managers, physicists, or IT specialists.
Aquarius : intelligent, original, progressive, humanitarian and visionary. These free
spirited creatures need to explore and make discoveries, so they are best suited to be scientists, designers, musicians, or inventors.
Pisces : creative, passionate, sensitive,
popular, artistic, and spiritual. Best jobs for these
emotional and dreamy people are artists, physicians,
nurses, psychologists, and of course, astrologists.
3b. Speak about the people you know: relatives, friends, celebrities.
What is their zodiac sign? What personality qualities do they
possess? What is their job? Is the horoscope right?
4a. Discuss in pairs. What qualities are necessary to have to be
a successful entrepreneur? a good nurse? Choose from the list
below and add your own ideas.

Model. I think an entrepreneur must be confident.
Patient, calm, sympathetic, confident, honest, accurate,
responsible, understanding, caring, well-balanced, cool-minded, polite, being a leader, sincere, having good communication
skills, flexible.
4b.  Listen to the radio programme and compare your ideas with
those in the programme.
4c.

 Listen again and take notes. Why are these qualities important?

5. Write ﬁve qualities that characterise your personality on a strip
of paper. Read them to your partner. Your partner should give you
advice on what job could suit your personality.
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Model. A: I’m persistent, patient, accurate and hardworking,
but I’m a bit stubborn.
B: I think you could be a manager, a social worker or a
teacher.

LESSON 2: JOBS: PROS AND CONS
Communicative area: speaking about advantages and disadvantages
of jobs
Active vocabulary: well / badly paid, prestigious, rewarding,
challenging, tedious, backbreaking, stressful, satisfying, monotonous,
repetitive, creative, secure, messy, perks and bonuses, promotion,
need a lot of training, to require qualiﬁcations, ﬂexible hours, to work
from home, to do odd jobs, good / poor working conditions, to work
late / long hours, to work shifts / night shifts
Grammar revision: Conditionals 1, 2
1. Do you agree with the quotation? Discuss in pairs or small
groups.

“I’d rather be a happy dustman than an unhappy millionaire.” (Unknown)
2. Sort out the words and phrases in two groups: advantages and
disadvantages.

Well / badly paid, prestigious, rewarding, challenging, tiring,
backbreaking, stressful, satisfying, monotonous, repetitive,
creative, secure, messy, perks and bonuses, promotion, need
a lot of training, to require qualifications, flexible hours,
to work from home, regular / odd job, good / poor working conditions, to work late / long hours, to work shifts / night shifts,
full-time / part-time
3a. Read Kevin’s story about his job. Are there more advantages
or disadvantages to his job?

I have been working as a barista full-time for more than a year,
though anyone can ask the employer for flexible working
hours. My company is a great place to make friends. This job
offers a lot of perks such as an excellent health care package,
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a free pound of coffee a week and free drinks
during the breaks; if you love coffee, here
it is! The wage isn’t high – $8 per hour, but
they give us overtime payment, all the holidays are paid. Moreover, if you run your
business properly you will be able to get a bonus every quarter. It’s important to me that
the company appreciates its staff. In case
employees show their commitment, they’re likely to get a promotion. As for the disadvantages to being a barista, it has long
hours standing on your feet, dealing with rude customers, a lot
of stress during the busiest time of the day and the festival period sometimes makes the job backbreaking and stressful.
3b. Match the words with their deﬁnitions.

1. a wage / a salary
A. a fixed amount of money that you earn each month or year
from your job
B. money you earn that is paid according to the number
of hours, days, or weeks that you work
2. a bonus / a perk / promotion
A. an extra benefit that you get in your job
B. extra money that you are paid in addition to your salary
C. a move to a higher position in a company
3. an employer / an employee / unemployed / staff
A. all the people employed by a particular organization
B. a person, company, or organization that pays someone
to work for them
C. someone who is paid regularly to work for a person or an
organization
D. without a job
4. part-time job / full-time job / flexible hours
A. working hours that are different from the usual 9 to 5
day; you can change the time when you start and finish
each day
B. occupying the whole of someone’s working time, typically 40 hours in a week
C. occupying a part of the usual working time
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5. to do odd jobs / to work shifts / to work from home
A. to earn a living working at home and not commuting to a
central office every day
B. to do any various, non-specialized, irregular jobs, usually
domestic and unskilled
C. to work one of the periods in a factory, hospital, or other
place where some people work during the day and some
work at night
3c. Would you like to be a barista? Why / Why not?
4a.  Listen to a ﬂight attendant talking about her
job. What are its advantages and disadvantages?
4b. Would you like to be a ﬂight attendant? Why /
Why not?
5. Mike is unemployed but he’s looking for a job. What are his
future prospects?

Model. If he gets a well-paid job, he’ll work hard.
Get a well-paid job, get bonuses and perks, work the night
shift, work flexible hours, work from home, get a promotion,
have a full-time job, have a monotonous job, have a rewarding
job, have a backbreaking job, have odd jobs.
6. What would you do for our country if you had a job? Share your
ideas with the class.

Model. If I were a scientist, I’d work hard. If I worked hard, I’d
invent a cure for cancer. If I invented a cure for cancer,
it would save a lot of lives.

LESSON 3: CHOOSING A CAREER
Communicative area: speaking about factors inﬂuencing the career
choice, discussing a future career
Active vocabulary: to follow in smb’s footsteps, peer, aspiration,
inﬂuencer, to affect, to overlook, calling (for), lifelong

118

Правообладатель Вышэйшая школа

1a. There are many factors that inﬂuence a career choice. Which
of the factors below do you ﬁnd the most important?

Teachers / career adviser
Self-assessment

Family

Friends and classmates
Media and information

1b. Read the article about inﬂuence on a career choice and match
the headlines to the paragraphs.

There are many influencers on a teenager’s career decision.
Sometimes a game they played when they were young or a character on a television show can spark a lifelong interest in a job.
Find out who the main influencers are and how they affect
a young person’s decision making.
1. Skills, interests, personality, and values play an important role in a career choice. Figure out where your career interests are by asking yourself: Where do my interests lie? What
do I do well and enjoy? What kind of personality do I have?
What’s really important to me? What are my values? Listen
to your heart. It will help you to find your calling – a job that
you’re good at, you’re comfortable with and enjoy doing.
2. Parents are the most important influencers on a young
person’s career decision. What parents do for a living; where
they live; their education, knowledge and skills; what they earn;
and how they spend their time and money have a huge influence
on their child’s career decisions. Young people often follow
in their parents’ footsteps to keep their family work traditions.
3. Peer pressure can sometimes limit young people’s career
aspirations. Think about when school is over – will it matter
what your friends think?
4. A great teacher can set a student on a lifelong love for
a subject. Many people can relate a chosen career back to an influential teacher. Teachers might see talents that parents or students themselves might overlook. Careers advisers in schools
can offer resources and guidance.
5. The media portrays different jobs under different lights;
some are viewed as more glorious than others. The film industry presents these “ideal” lifestyles that many follow, but that
does not mean it is the right fit for everyone.
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1c. Match the words in bold with their deﬁnitions.

1. have an effect on someone or something
2. to fail to notice
3. having great influence on someone or something
4. a hope or ambition of achieving something
5. a person of the same age
6. lasting in a particular state throughout a person’s life
7. a strong feeling that you must do a particular type of job
1d. Fill in the prepositions where necessary.

1. The volunteer experience influenced … his life greatly.
2. Their friends are having a bad influence … them.
3. Her mother’s illness affected … her decision to become
a physician.
4. His love … programming grew from his interest … computers.
5. She decided to follow … her granny’s footsteps and become a lawyer.
2a.  Listen to people speaking about their careers. What inﬂuenced
their career choice?
2b. What has inﬂuenced or could inﬂuence your career choice?
Prepare a short talk on the topic.
2c. Discuss these words of wisdom. What do they mean?

“If you don’t wake up in the morning excited to pick up where
you left your work yesterday, you haven’t found your calling
yet.” ~ Mike Wallace
“The best career advice to give to the young is ‘Find out what
you like doing best and get someone to pay you for doing it.” ~
Katherine Whitehorn

LESSON 4: THEY WOULDN’T HAVE
ACHIEVED SUCCESS IF …
Communicative area: discussing unreal past situations
Active grammar: Conditional 3, Mixed Conditionals
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1a. Work in small groups and complete the formula of success.
Compare your formula with the other groups.

SUCCESS = confidence + hard work + persistence +
dedication + luck + …
1b. Read about three famous people. What inﬂuenced their career?

Soichiro Honda: Soichiro Honda is the
founder of the company Honda, which
is large, well-known automotive company.
Honda’s story starts when he went for a job
interview to work for the Toyota company.
Honda was rejected and was told that he is
not fit for the job! The man didn’t give
up and decided to create a company that competes with Toyota
and so Honda was born! If there is anything we can learn from
this inspiring success story, it would be to never give up.
Stephen King: Most people know Stephen King as a famous writer but few know
about his life story. Stephen’s first novel
was rejected almost everywhere, it was submitted to the extent that he threw it in the
garbage! His wife got the story out of the
garbage and insisted that he submit it again and in the end
he became the Stephen King we know now! There is a very important lesson you must come up with from this inspirational
success story, which is that rejections should make no sense
at all if you believe in yourself.
Charlize Theron: Mirror, mirror on the
wall, who’s the luckiest actress of all? Charlize Theron, who threw a fit in an L.A. bank
that led to a hugely successful Hollywood
career. Theron was attempting to cash
a check from her mother, who was in South
Africa, but was unable to do so since the bank refused to honour
the international check. Theron reportedly threw a temper tantrum, completely unaware that the man behind her was a Hollywood agent. Apparently impressed by her impassioned performance, the agent helped the 19-year-old land her first role.
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2a. Study the sentences and answer the questions about Conditionals Type 3.

1. If Soichiro Honda had got a job at the Toyota company,
he wouldn’t have created his own company.
2. If Stephen King’s wife hadn’t got his story out of the
garbage, he wouldn’t have become a famous writer.
3. If Charlize Theron hadn’t thrown a temper tantrum
in the bank, she wouldn’t have got her first role.
 Do the sentences refer to the present or to the past?
 Is it possible to change the situations?
 What verb form is used in the Conditional 3 scheme?
2b. Open the brackets in the Conditional 3 chains.

1. If Stephen King’s first story (not be rejected) everywhere,
he (not throw) it in the garbage. If he (not throw) his story
in the garbage, his wife (not get) it out. If she (not get) it out,
he (not submit) it again. If he (not submit) it again, he (not become) a famous writer.
2. If Charlize Theron (not have) a check from her mother,
she (not go) to the bank to cash it. If the bank (deal) with international checks, she (not lose) her temper. If she (not lose) her
temper, a Hollywood agent (not notice) her. If he (not notice)
her, she (not get) her first role.
3. Make up your chain story. Choose one of the beginnings.

 If I hadn’t overslept yesterday, … .
 If I had done my History homework yesterday, …
 If I had taken part in the international essay contest, …

If + had + ?, would have + ?
4a. Study two more examples of Conditional sentences and answer
the questions below.

If Stephen King weren’t a talented person, he wouldn’t
have become a successful writer.
If a Hollywood agent hadn’t seen Charlize Theron in the
bank, she wouldn’t be a famous actress now.
 What parts refer to the present?
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 What parts refer to the past?
 What verb forms are used in Mixed Conditionals?
4b. Open the brackets. Use Conditionals 2, 3 and Mixed Conditionals.

If I (be) a well-organised person, I (not miss) the train that
day. If I (not miss) the train, I (not be) late for the job interview. If I (not be) late for the job interview, I (get) that job. If I
(get) that job, I (be) a millionaire now. If I (be) a millionaire,
I (buy) a gorgeous villa on the coast. If I (buy) a villa on the
coast, I (admire) the view of the sea every day.
5. What would life be like now …

… if the wheel hadn’t been invented?
… if Alexander Fleming hadn’t discovered penicillin?
… if there hadn’t been an industrial revolution?
… if men hadn’t landed on the moon?
… if you had been born the son / daughter of a millionaire?

LESSON 5: I WISH I HAD CHOSEN ANOTHER
CAREER
Communicative area: expressing regrets about the past and present
Active grammar: wishes
1a. Discuss the questions in pairs or in small groups.

1. Are your parents satisfied with their jobs? Why / Why not?
2. Do any of your relatives or friends regret choosing their
careers? Why / Why not?
1b. Read the article. What do the people regret?

The Top Five Career Regrets
Thirty professionals between the ages of 25 and 55 were asked
each what they regretted most about their careers. The group
was diverse: from a managing director of a large investment
bank to a failing self-employed photographer. Here were the
group’s top five career regrets:
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1. “I wish I hadn’t taken the job for the money.” By far the
biggest regret of all came from those who chose well-paid but
ultimately unsatisfying careers. Many people called their jobs
golden handcuffs.
2. “If only I had chosen the practical job over the one I really wanted.” Of course, as a country, we need more engineers,
scientists, and other “hard” science folks. But, at the end of the
day, you’ve got to live your life, not the government’s. There
are many roads that lead to Rome, you’re probably better off
just starting immediately in the area that you love.
3. “I wish I had used my time at school more productively.”
Many of the group’s participants wished they had thoughtfully
turned their school years into a truly rewarding first job.
4. “I wish I had got a degree (high school or college).”
Though some participants were well-known and well-respected
at their job, they regretted not getting their degree. Having
a degree makes you feel secure and gives more chances to be
promoted.
5. “If only I had the confidence to start my own business.”
A recent study found that 70% of workers wished their current job would help them with starting a business in the future.
1c. Read the sentences with the phrases in bold and complete the
rule.

 We use “I wish (If only) + V2” to express …
 We use “I wish (If only) + had + V3” to express …
 We use “I wish (If only) + would / could +V1” to express …

an impossible wish for a future change
regrets about the present

regrets about the past

Note: Never say “I wish I would, He wishes he would.” Instead, say “I wish I could, He wishes he could.”
2. Read about Pam’s life. Say what she wishes.

Model. I wish I hadn’t chosen this career.
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I have chosen the wrong career. My job
is monotonous and boring. I don’t get
any perks or bonuses. My boss is very
rude to me. I can’t cope with my workload efficiently. Yesterday I didn’t finish an important document. I was very
tired. Today I had an argument with the manager. I rent a small
flat on the outskirts of the city. I’d like to have my own flat,
but I can’t afford it. My job is badly paid. I want to start
my own business.
3. What do the people regret? Why?

Model. 1. John: I wish I didn’t have so much work to do. If I
didn’t have so much work to do, I could visit my friend.
1. John: I want to visit my friend, but I’ve got so much work
to do.
2. Mary: I argued with my boss; now he is angry with me.
3. Nina: I wasn’t promoted last month. My salary is very low.
4. Ben: My job is backbreaking. I feel exhausted in the evening.
5. Helen: I didn’t make a good impression at the job interview. Now I have to do a dirty job.
6. Boris: I can’t go to rock concerts because I work night
shifts.
7. Rita: I haven’t followed in my parents’ footsteps and
I haven’t become a lawyer. It’s a prestigious job.
4. What do you regret? Use “I wish” sentences.

LESSON 6: A JOB INTERVIEW
Communicative area: applying for a job
Active vocabulary: application form, to apply for a job, applicant,
CV = resume, letter of recommendation, certiﬁcation, appropriate,
inappropriate
1a.  Listen to the rap song “A job interview”. What tips does it give
to a job seeker?
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1b. Sort out the ideas on how to create a positive impression on the
employer at a job interview.

An interview is mostly about selling your personality. From
the way you enter a room to the clothes you wear, plenty of opportunities exist to let your personality shine. Preparing and
practising for your interview gives you a good chance for success. However, you need to consider basic things you can
do that either help, or hurt you during the interview.
Dos

Don’ts

A. Make a good first impression. B. Speak negatively. C. Use
vulgar language. D. Initiate inappropriate discussion topics.
E. Dress appropriately. F. Use electronics. G. Show your bad
habits. H. Be honest. I. Show confidence and professionalism.
J. Prepare all necessary documents.
1c. Match the Dos and Don’ts from ex. 1b to the paragraphs.

1. Enter the room with a friendly, confident smile, greeting
the hiring manager with eye contact and offering a firm, professional handshake. These behaviours will help you to make
a positive first impression on the interviewer.
2. When you give your answers to questions, add examples
to strengthen your points. For instance, give an example
of when you offered great service or helped resolve that problem you said you are good at solving. Speak openly about your
abilities, but with respect to the interviewer and the company.
3. Dress in a way that shows your personality while still following the company’s dress code.
4. Give honest opinions, while being polite and expressive.
The more honest you are, the better chance you have of finding
a position that is a good match for your personality. For example, if an interviewer asks you how you feel about working late
you can say, “I understand that there are times when I will need
to work late, and I will do so. However, I strive to give 150 percent while I’m at work, so I can finish my workday on time and
go home to my family.”
5. When applying for a job, be sure to bring all the requested supporting documents in the format requested in the job
listing. These documents may include an application form,
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a resume  or CV1 , a portfolio, letters of recommendation, certifications (teaching or computer certifications, for example), and other supporting documentation. If the
company requests that supporting documentation be brought
to the interview, bring a photocopy of each of the requested
documents with you for the hiring manager.
6. Interviewers often ask trap questions during the course
of the interview. A common example is “Tell me what you liked
and did not like about your last job.” Even if you previously
worked for the most abusive boss in the industry, avoid talking
poorly about him or her or other colleagues during your interview. Don’t complain about past working conditions or low salaries. If you had a bad work experience and you’re asked why
you left the job, simply explain that you decided to explore new
opportunities.
7. Turn off your cell phone before you even walk into the
interview setting. Never check your e-mail or text messages
during an interview. This rule applies to all electronic devices,
including laptops and tablets. If you forget to turn your phone
off and it rings during the interview, apologize and silence it.
Never pick it up and begin a conversation.
8. Don’t use slang or poor grammar during an interview.
Try to avoid words and expressions such as, “yeah”, “ya know”,
and too many “um’s.” The way you present yourself verbally
says a lot about how you will interact with clients and customers, so speak clearly and authoritatively with professionalism
and respect.
9. If bad habits are a part of your personality, try to diminish them. For instance, if you are an impatient person, don’t
tap your foot or sigh during the interview.
10. Don’t initiate or get drawn in to inappropriate discussion topics. If the interviewer asks you what you like to do for
fun, there’s no need to tell him you like to go to bars and get
into fights, even if it is the truth. You should also avoid topics
of an overly personal nature. There’s no reason to talk about
subjects other than those related to the job, the company, your
work history and your qualifications.
1
CV – curriculum vitae  = a resume, a brief account of a
person’s education, qualifications, and previous experience, typically sent
with a job application
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1d. Explain the words in bold.
1e. Give advice to a job seeker on how to behave at a job interview.
2a.  Listen to the rap song “A job interview” again. What questions
might an interviewer ask an applicant?
2b.  Listen and read a job interview. What position is the man
applying for? What questions was he asked at the job interview?

Interviewer: Hi, I’m Nancy Peres.
I’m the hiring manager.
Applicant: Nice to meet you Ms.
Peres. I’m Giovanni Contadino.
I: Please have a seat.
A: Thank you. Oh, this is a copy of
my resume and a list of references.
I: Thank you, I will take a look at these. I see you have applied
for the cashier position.
A: Yes, that’s right; I can work in other positions in the store
as well.
I: That’s good. Can you tell me about your previous work experience?
A: I worked as a clerk at ASDA for one year. Before that
I worked in my country at my parents’ grocery store. I ordered merchandise, stocked shelves, and served customers.
I: I see. Are you looking for a part-time or a full-time position?
A: I’m looking for a part-time job because I go to the Adult
School to improve my English.
I: Customer service is a big part of this job. Do you have good
communication skills?
A: Oh yes, I am friendly and I would like to help the customers.
I: Tell me more about your other skills.
A: I can use a cash register and I have basic computer skills.
I: Can you give me two good reasons why I should hire you?
A: Well, I am organized, dependable, and hard-working.
I: We have morning, afternoon, and evening shifts. Which
shift are you interested in?
A: I go to school in the morning, and I have to pick up my children from school in the afternoon, so I prefer to work evenings or weekends.
I: Do you have any questions for me about the job?
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A: Well, I’d like to know if there will be opportunities for promotion.
I: Yes, based on good performance reviews, there are always
opportunities to move up. We will be in contact with you
as soon as we finish our interviews.
A: Thank you very much for your time. I look forward to hearing from you.
3. Work in pairs. Get cards from your teacher and act out a similar
conversation. Present it to the class.

LESSON 7: TEENAGERS AT WORK
Communicative area: discussing advantages and disadvantages
of working and studying at the same time
1. Choose a true sentence about you and expand it into a short talk.

 I’ve had some work experience.
 I’d like to have a job while I’m a student.
 I’d like to finish school and graduate from university and
then find a job.
2a. Why do many teenagers work while studying?
2b.  Listen to Laura Voss, a 16-year-old teenager from Maryland, USA and answer the questions:

 What job does Laura have?
 Is she happy about her job?
2c.

 Listen again and say why Laura works.

2d. Would you like to work as a clerk in a shop? Why / Why not?
3a. Read the Internet forum and ﬁnd advantages and disadvantages
of working while studying at school.

“What do you think about teenagers working while they are
still at school?” People disagree on this topic. What do you
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think about teens working part-time while they are in high
school? Here’s what some readers have said about this topic.
Send us your ideas. New responses will be added as they are
received, so be sure to check back to this page from time to time.
1. “School, studying, extracurricular activities, religion,
movies and work, so many things to do, so little time. But jobs
can have advantages and disadvantages.
Some advantages are the extra spending money and the experience of the working environment. Another advantage is that
a job makes you feel more independent because you can satisfy
some of your own needs. You can also choose to save for college
or other future plans. Some teens also help with family needs.
One disadvantage is that teens may not grasp the meaning
of work because most teens don’t pay bills, but instead spend
their money on expensive luxuries. So they may end up thinking that money is only for spending, and they may not learn
how to save. Working students might also have to cut down
on studying because they don’t have time for it or for other activities such as socializing with friends and family.”
2. “I think it is great to be able to get a job as a teen. I really
think this because it helps you to prepare for the future and
what to expect, and it is also a great experience. It also gives
you a chance to see what it is like to earn and spend money of
your own.”
3. “For me it was delivering newspapers after school for
five years and later briefly gathering carts from a grocery store
parking lot. Many of us had these experiences as teenagers.
The after school job is the American way, an avenue to discovering what work is all about. These jobs are valuable character
builders for teens, or so we think.
I think I learned some basic principles of responsibility,
a good work ethic and money management, not to mention the
valuable skill of emergency bicycle repair.
But could it be that after school jobs are bad for kids, lowering their grades, affecting their behaviour and in some cases
even forcing teachers to lower their expectations?
Part-time work has significant negative correlations with
a number of behavioural and academic outcomes, including delinquent behaviour, alcohol use, academic achievement and attendance.
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Only in the U.S. is part-time work widespread among high
school students; while it is rare in other industrialized countries,
where students are only expected to continue their education.”
4. “I honestly think that if teenagers can handle working
part-time and attending school, then they should be able
to make that choice themselves. I don’t think they should be restricted from working, or have such a hard time finding a job.
Teenagers are highly motivated people, who have a desire
to work and are good at it. Parents can’t provide for the kids all
their life, so in order for teens to feel responsible, they have
to be able to provide for themselves!”
3b. Prepare for the class debate “Should teenagers work?”

 Work in two teams: “FOR working teenagers” and
“AGAINST working teenagers”.
 Collect arguments to support your point of view. Use the
ideas from ex. 3a as well as your own ideas.
3c. Have the debate.

 Be polite. Don’t interrupt others.
 Give convincing arguments.
 Use linking words:
Expressing your opinion: I think / I believe / I guess / I feel / In
my opinion / As for me / I have to say / Personally speaking
Restating: What I’m trying to say is... / What I mean is... /
In other words...
For opening a paragraph: to tell you the truth / to be honest /
in fact / actually / certainly / of course / no doubt / obviously / generally speaking / as a rule / in this situation
Agreeing / Disagreeing: I agree that … / I think you’re right
that … / That’s a good point. / I couldn’t agree more. / I’m
afraid I can’t agree that … / I agree up to a point. / I’m
in two minds about it. / I think I see what you mean, but ...
Listing viewpoints: Firstly, / To begin with, / Finally,
Linking related ideas: Also / Moreover, / Furthermore, /
In addition, / For example
Linking different ideas: On the other hand, / However, /
On the contrary, / Although
Linking cause and effect: As a result, / So, / Therefore, /
That’s why … / For this reason
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EXAM BITESIZE
I. Reading
1. Read the article and say in 2–3 sentences what it is about.

Teaching is Still a Good Job, but Definitely not
an Easy Option
After starting his career as a car mechanic, headteacher Tony
Ryan only did a teaching degree to get a management position in industry. Now he’s driving up results at Chiswick
School.
“When I was at school this is the last job on earth I’d have
thought I’d be doing. I went to a boys’ Catholic secondary,
with a very traditional offer. My parents are working class
Irish. They came over to find work and wanted the best education for me. But they’d left school at 14 themselves and
they didn’t really know what a good education looked like.
There was a career interview at 15. It was a 20-minute affair
and the adviser said, “What do you want to do?” I replied –
and I have no idea why – “be a car mechanic.” I left school
at 16 and went straight into an apprenticeship with British
Leyland.
The apprenticeship transformed my experience of learning. I was treated like an adult, given a reason to learn, and
most of what I was studying was contextualised – put an engine in front of me and suddenly science made sense.
After you’ve serviced three cars a day for a year or two
it starts to get a bit tedious. I was seeing men in their 40s and
50s on the shop floor who were completely spent. Aged about
20, I picked up the Evening Standard on the way home one
night and saw the Inner London Education Authority was
sponsoring people to do a two-year teaching degree. I grabbed
it with both hands. The intention wasn’t to go into teaching –
it was to get a degree, get back into industry and move into
management.
It sounds really corny but the first time I stood in front
of a class of kids in a rough school in Greenwich, I knew
132
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I wasn’t going back. I was left with 28 year-10 students on my
own. Somehow I survived. That was my first week of teacher
training; it was the biggest challenge of my life. I did well
to keep them in the room for 40 minutes.
Next was my first headship, at one of the first City Technology Colleges, in Dartford in Kent. We used a college system, and I was principal of one of the colleges. I had my own
staff of 38, and the opportunity to create from scratch new
traditions, and a new atmosphere. I really believe that students don’t achieve their best unless they know they’re comfortable, safe, valued, and have a reason to learn. A lot of that
is fuelled by my own experiences, but also now, from a lot
of reading. This may sound really “hippy” but we decided
that we weren’t going to shout at the kids. If you can get
a family feeling and not an “us and them” atmosphere, then
children will surprise you with what they can do.
In September 2010 Chiswick Community School (as it was)
was slowly finding its way out of trouble. I’ve been working
as headteacher at Chiswick School since then. Managing people is the best aspect of this job. We try to push it all the time,
and I’m very proud to say that last year we achieved the best
set of results that the school has ever had. You’re trying
to enable people to be the best they can be: everyone will have
a trigger, finding that is the key. When it gets difficult,
you’ve got to be honest. Over the course of my career as a
head I have met a few staff members who just aren’t cut out
to be teachers. The best thing is to sit them down, and suggest that something else might be better.
The hardest part of being a head is when parents occasionally don’t back you. If you have kids throwing punches, you simply can’t have it. And the parents will sometimes come in and
make a hundred excuses; it’s not their child, it’s not their fault.
When you don’t get that support, it’s disappointing.
I’m pretty good at switching it off. I’m disciplined because I have three great kids at home and I don’t feel it’s fair
to them to bring work back all the time. When I have to, I will
stay an hour longer at school during the week; at weekends
I’ll probably do about four hours. You’ve got to learn to limit
it, because if you allow it, the job will expand to fill every
available crack.”

Правообладатель Вышэйшая школа

133

2. Read aloud the extract which talks about Tony’s ﬁrst experience
as a headteacher.
3. Why did Tony change his attitude towards learning?
4. What are good and bad aspects of Tony’s job?

II. Listening
 Listen to the Internet interview with Victoria Azarenko and
answer the questions below.
1. How did great tennis players influence Victoria’s career?
2. What relationships does she have with her coach?
3. What personal qualities help Victoria to achieve success?

III. Speaking
Let’s talk about choosing a career.

1. What would you like to do in the future?
2. Do you want to have a part-time job when you are a student? Why (not)?
3. What questions will you ask your future employer at a
job interview?
4. Give me some advice on how to create a positive impression on the employer at a job interview.
5. Does a person need to possess special qualities to become
a good specialist in this or that particular field? Why?
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UNIT 6
ECOLOGY
LESSON 1: ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT:
A MATTER OF CONCERN
Communicative area: deﬁning ecological and environmental issues
and explaining their signiﬁcance
Active vocabulary: to adapt, adaptation, to affect, to consider,
to contaminate, contamination, contaminant, diverse, diversity, entire,
to pollute, polluted, pollutant, pollution, survival, to survive
1. What do you associate ecology and environment with?
2. Read the deﬁnitions of the words ecology and environment and
try to guess which is which. Explain the difference between them
and how they are connected. Use the words below for help.

The … is the natural world, including the land, water, air,
plants and animals, especially
considered as something that
is affected by human activity.
… addresses the full scale of
life, from tiny bacteria 
to processes that span (include)
the entire planet. Scientists study many diverse and complex
relations among species, such as predation1 and pollination2.
The diversity of life is organized into different habitats, from
terrestrial  to aquatic  ecosystems. Understanding of … is important for the survival of the human species and for preserving life in general.
predation () – the relationship between two groups of animals
in which one species hunts, kills, and eats the other
2
pollination () – placing pollen from one flower on another
flower to help it to produce seed
1
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Consider  v, i/t – to think that something may exist
or may be true; t to have a particular opinion about someone or something
Affect  v, t – to change or influence something; to cause
physical damage to something; to have a strong effect on someone’s
emotions
Entire  adj – used to say that you mean all or every part
of something
Diverse  adj – very different from each other; including
people from many different cultures or races
Diversity  n, sing – the fact that very different people
or things exist within a group or place
Survival () n, u – continuing to live or exist, especially
in difficult conditions; survive  v, i/t
3a. Try to guess the problems that people have to deal with
in ecology and the environment. Use the words below for help.

Pollute  v, t – to make air, water, or land too dirty
and dangerous for people to use in a safe way
Pollution() n, u – the process of damaging the air,
water, or land with chemicals or other substances
Pollutant () n, c – a substance that is harmful
(вредное вещество / шкоднае рэчіва) to the environment
Contaminate v, t – to make something dirty,
polluted, or toxic by adding a chemical, waste, or infection
Contamination [() n, u – the process of making something dirty, polluted, or poisonous by adding a chemical, waste, or infection
Contaminant  n, c – a substance that makes
something dirty, polluted, or poisonous
Adapt  v, i – to change your ideas or behaviour
so that you can deal with a new situation; t to change something to make it more suitable for a new use or situation; adaptation() n, u
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3b. Match parts of the sentences to check your guesses in ex. 3a.

1. People pollute the environment – land (soil), water,
air –
2. Polluted environment destroys flora and fauna,
bringing some species
3. The changing environment
forces other species
4. Not all animals can easily
5. So, uncounted species are
lost
6. Pollutants from human activities
7. Toxic contaminants get
in the food of animals and
8. Moving up the food chain,
these contaminants end up
in people’s food,
9. Thus, environmental pollution affects the ecological
health of the earth and
threatens life on all levels –

A. adapt to new places.
B. and damage all forms of
life.
C. to look for new habitats.
D. to the brink of extinction1
and killing others.
E. move up the food chain.
F. from people’s populations
to ecosystems, biomes and
biosphere.
G. as their habitats are destroyed.
H.causing numerous diseases.
I. contaminate land, rivers,
lakes, seas and oceans.

4a. Copy the 10 problems people will face in the next 25 to 50 years
and number them in order of importance.

 Overpopulation
 Contrast between the rich and the poor
 Spread of crime and violence
1

to the brink of extinction – на грань вымирания / на мяжы вымірання
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Severe air pollution
Severe water pollution
Racism
Famine (lack of food) in many parts of the world
Lack of jobs that pay good wages
Congestion1 of cities and highways
Health problems caused by man-made chemicals

4b.  Listen to the way American people ranked the problems.
Compare their list with yours. Which place do environmental
problems occupy? Explain why.
5. Explain the title of the Lesson (use exercises 2, 3 and the new
vocabulary).
6. Write a poster to draw people’s attention to the problem of
environmental pollution and show how contaminated land, water
and air threaten life on Earth. Add simple drawings to illustrate your
ideas.

LESSON 2: GREATEST POLLUTERS
Communicative area: reading and understanding the history
of pollution; pointing out the key information; speaking about different
types of pollution, its causes and effects
Active vocabulary: accessible, access, acid, acidic, biodegradable,
to break out (outbreak), deposit, to evolve, evolution, emissions,
exhaust fumes, to extract, fossil fuel, herbicide, to impact, particulate,
particle, pesticide, to release, sewage, sewerage, garbage, unsanitary
conditions, vulnerable, waste
Receptive grammar: participial constructions
1. With your class take two minutes to name the words which you
associate with pollution, then explain your associations.
2a.  Listen to and read about the history of pollution part by part.
Write a title for each paragraph. Compare with the class.

congestion () – a situation in which a place is crowded with
people or vehicles, so that it is difficult to move around
1
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2b. Read the deﬁnitions of the words in bold and guess their
meaning. Check with the class.

1. Pollution is not a new phenomenon.
Years ago active volcanoes erupted
lava that blackened the skies, and decaying marshes were polluting the
Earth. But in the past, without numerous people contaminating land, water
and air, nature had time to adapt and
develop a self-cleansing1 atmosphere that helped plants and animals to survive and evolve.
Evolve  v, i – when a type of plant or animal evolves,
its physical form changes over a long period of time; evolution
()  – n, u.

2. In ancient Rome streets were filled
with sewage that emptied into the
Tiber River, spreading waterborne diseases such as typhoid  and cholera .
During the Middle Ages, these diseases, as well as bubonic plague2, carried by rats and spread by fleas, broke out all across Europe.
These epidemics were directly related to unsanitary conditions
caused by human and animal waste, and garbage. But it was
only in the late 1850s, after an outbreak of cholera in London
in 1854, when a sewerage system was built. It became a model
for modern sanitation in the entire world.
Sewage  n,u – waste substances, especially waste from
people’s bodies, removed from houses and other buildings by a system
of large underground pipes called sewers.
Break out (broke, broken) phr.v., i – if something bad such as a
war or disease breaks out, it starts; outbreak  n,u – the sudden start of war, disease, violence, etc.
Unsanitary () conditions () – the state of a
place when it is so dirty that you might catch diseases by going there.
Waste  n, u – the useless materials, substances, or parts
that are left after you use something; human waste =substances that
your body gets rid of when you go to the toilet.
1
2

self-cleansing  – самоочищающаяся / самаачышчальная
bubonic plague  – бубонная чума / бубонная чума
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Garbage  n, u – mainly American, rubbish that is to
be thrown away.
Sewerage  n, u – a system of pipes and passages that carry sewage.

3. Improved sanitary conditions and reduced disease were important factors
in making cities healthier places to live,
but at the end of the 19th century industrialised cities across Europe and the
United States were experiencing a new
kind of pollution: waste from industries and factories, dumped
mostly into rivers, lakes and seas. Water pollution continued
in the 20th century. Dumping oil, chemicals () and
other industrial and human waste into rivers and lakes contaminated them and destroyed freshwater ecosystems around
the world.
4. Humans started to pollute the air
when they first learned to use fire, but
air pollution didn’t become a problem
until the dawn1 of the Industrial Age
when the greater use of fossil fuels began to pollute the air.
The burning of fossil fuels releases
pollutants, including carbon monoxide , sulfur oxides , particulates, ozone  and nitrogen
oxides () . Polluted air, or smog, leads
to health problems, causing pneumonia, bronchitis and worsening existing heart problems.
Air pollution became a more serious problem in the middle
of the 20th century when a great number of cars appeared
on the roads. Exhaust fumes, or emissions from cars release
gases and dust particles that attack our lungs and nervous system. Pollutants such as sulfur oxides and nitrogen oxides mix
with the water vapour and fall as acid rain which poisons forests and plants, water, and fish in it.
One of the major gases in the polluted atmosphere, carbon
dioxide, is partially absorbed by the oceans, making the ocean
1
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dawn  – рассвет / тут зараджэнне
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water acidic. It destroys corals, shellfish, and many species
of plankton. The change in water chemistry also impacts (affects) other organisms which can radically change the entire
ecosystem of the oceans.
Fossil fuel  n, u – a fuel such as coal or oil
Release  v, t – to stop holding something so that it goes
up into the air
Particulates  n, pl (science) – extremely small particles of a substance or substances, especially those that cause air pollution
Exhaust (fumes)  n,u – gases or steam produced by an engine as it works (=exhaust fumes / gases / emissions ())
Acid ] n, c / u a chemical; acidic  adj.
Impact  v, i / t – to have an effect on someone or something; impactn, c – an effect, or an influence

5. In 1985, scientists from the British
Antarctic Survey discovered a hole in the
ozone layer that protects the planet from
the Sun’s ultraviolet  radiation. Chemicals used in air conditioners,
refrigerators and aerosol sprays called
chlorofluorocarbons1 (CFCs) had gradually depleted the ozone layer, creating a hole above Antarctica.
Deplete  v,t – to reduce the amount of something

6. Another recent problem is land (soil) pollution by synthetic
herbicides and pesticides or insecticides  like DDT,
that swept the globe after World War II. DDT helped combat
typhus and malaria, but because it was not biodegradable it accumulated in the environment, killing off bird populations and
causing premature2 births.
Herbicide  n, c / u – a chemical used for killing weeds
(= plants that are not wanted)
Pesticide  n, c / u – a chemical used for killing insects,
especially those that damage crops; also insecticide 
Biodegradable () adj – biodegradable substances
can be separated into very small parts by bacteria so that they are not
harmful to the environment
chlorofluorocarbon  – хлорфторуглерод /
хлорфторвуглярод
2
premature  birth – преждевременное рождение / заўчаснае
нараджэнне
1
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7. Lastly, fossil fuels are not easily accessible. Some of the greatest deposits
exist under deep seas, in delicate Arctic
habitats and underneath the rainforest.
One of the most recent fossil fuels to be
commercially exploited, tar sands, occurs within the forests and wetlands
of North America. Extracting fossil fuels inevitably causes
habitat destruction and loss of biodiversity .
Accessible () adj – easy for anyone to obtain (get) and
use; access (to)  n, u
Deposit  n, c – a layer of a metal or another substance that
has formed in soil or rock
2c. Compete in reading the words in bold 1) with transcription;
2) without transcription.
2d. Pay attention to the words underlined in the text and answer the
questions:

 What parts of speech are they?
 What is their function in the sentences?
 What parts of speech do we use to translate them?
Consult the Grammar Reference.
3a. Make a table in your exercise book. Follow the example. Reread
the text and ﬁll in the table. Work in pairs.
Type of
pollution

Polluters

Pollutants

Impacts (effects)

Humans

Human waste,
sewage

Unsanitary conditions,
rats, fleas, spreading
diseases, such
as typhus, …

Human
activities
(farming)

Herbicides, …

Killing birds, …

Soil

3b. In groups or in pairs compare your tables and make the
necessary corrections.
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3c. You are worried by the level of pollution of your home planet,
Earth. Send a radio SOS message to other friendly civilisations
of the Universe. Speak about pollution, its causes and impacts.
4a. Make up questions about pollution (ex. 2) for a “Pollution Quiz’.
Work in groups. Think of the answers.

1. nature / millions of years ago?
2. waterborne diseases / in ancient Rome?
3. cholera, typhoid / in the Middle Ages?
4. air pollution / in the 20th century?
5. acid rain / form?
6. air pollution / the entire ecosystem of the ocean?
7. ozone layer / deplete?
8. pesticides and herbicides / dangerous?
9. fossil fuels / habitats and rainforest?
4b. Hold a “Pollution Quiz” between two groups. Use the rules of the
TV game ‘What? Where? When?’.
5. Look around. Is the environment polluted in your city, town
or village? What is polluted? Who or what are the polluters? What
are the pollutants? How do they contaminate water, land and air?
What is the impact of this pollution? Write a brief report (15–20
sentences) about pollution, its causes, and forms in your area.

LESSON 3: CLIMATE CHANGE = GLOBAL
WARMING
Communicative area: reading about and understanding climate
change and its consequences for people and the planet; speaking
about the possible impacts of climate change
Active grammar: Future Perfect, Future Perfect Continuous
1. Look out of the window and speak about the weather. How could
you describe the climate in your area? Have you noticed any climate
change in your area recently? What will happen if climate changes
and becomes warmer? What if it becomes colder?
2a. Look through the text about climate change and name the main
trend in climate change in no more than 30 seconds.
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2b. Read the text and match the questions with parts of the text.
Read one sentence from each part to prove your choice.

A. What is global warming?
B. What is climate change?
C. What are the signs of global warming?
D. What are the opinions about the causes of climate change?
E. What are the causes of the greenhouse effect and global
warming?
F. What’s the current trend in climate change?
G. What is the greenhouse effect?
1. Climate change is a long-term shift1 in weather statistics, including its averages. It’s obvious that the global climate is currently changing.
2. Climate data released in January 1995 shows that the earth
is getting warmer. This trend, called global warming, first
gained international attention in the late 1980s. For much
of that decade, the earth’s temperature was warmer than average. By 1990, the global average temperature reached 15.4 degrees Celsius. This was the highest temperature recorded since
1880, the year in which climate records were first kept.
The end of the 20th century and the beginning of the 21st
century proved the warming trend was gaining strength. Most
of the hottest years globally occurred in the 21st century. The recent records show that only 2011 was cooler than average, whereas 2013 was sixth hottest year globally. See the chart below:
The hottest years on record
Deviation from 1961–90 global average temperature, °C

Rank

1
2
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Met Office Hadley Centre
and Climatic Research Unit

NASA Goddard Institute
for Space Studies

Year

Deviation

Year

Deviation

1

20102

0.52

2010

0.58

2

1998

0.52

2005

0.56

3

2005

0.47

2007

0.51

4

2003

0.46

2009

0.50

shift – долгосрочное смещение / доўгатэрміновыя зрухі
Jan – Oct

Правообладатель Вышэйшая школа

Rank

Met Office Hadley Centre
and Climatic Research Unit

NASA Goddard Institute
for Space Studies

Year

Deviation

Year

Deviation

5

2002

0.46

2002

0.49

6

2009

0.44

1998

0.49

7

2004

0.43

2006

0.48

8

2006

0.43

2003

0.48

9

2007

0.40

2004

0.41

10

2001

0.40

2001

0.40

11

1997

0.36

2008

0.37

12

2008

0.31

1997

0.32

13

1995

0.28

1995

0.30

14

1999

0.26

1990

0.29

15

1990

0.25

1991

0.28

16

2000

0.24

2000

0.26

17

1991

0.20

1999

0.25

18

1983

0.19

1988

0.24

19

1987

0.17

1996

0.22

20

1994

0.17

1987

0.20

(From The hottest years on record,
Dec 3rd 2010, 15:35 by The Economist online )

3. Climate change is a normal phenomenon, which is related
to interactions among the atmosphere, ocean, and land, as well
as changes in the amount of solar radiation reaching the earth.
Although climatologists agree that a warming trend is under
way, not all of them agree on its causes. Some scientists believe
the warm temperatures are a natural change in the earth’s climate while others relate the rising temperatures to air pollution,
caused by human activities and leading to the greenhouse effect.
4. The gases, making up the air, allow sunlight to go through
the atmosphere and reach the earth. Some of the sunlight is reflected into space and some of it warms the earth which is necessary for life. But every year more and more solar energy
is prevented from escaping into space as it is trapped by greenhouse gases. Gases such as methane  and carbon diox-
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ide cover the earth like a blanket creating the greenhouse effect. As the amount of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere increases, so does the problem of global warming.
5. Burning fossil fuels, such as oil, coal, and natural gas add
CO2 to the atmosphere. Between the years 1870 and 1970, 400
billion tons of carbon dioxide were released into the atmosphere. By 1989, another 400 billion tons had been pumped
into the air. Every day, the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere grows by approximately 60 million tons.
Deforestation also adds to global warming. Each and every
second, a rainforest the size of a football field is destroyed.
This increases the greenhouse effect in two ways. Firstly,
plants, trees, and vegetation consume carbon dioxide in much
the same way as humans consume oxygen. Therefore, as rainforests disappear, there is less vegetation to absorb the carbon
dioxide produced on the earth. Secondly, most of the forests
are burnt, so the fires release large amounts of carbon dioxide.
6. The average temperature of the earth is rising, but that’s
not the only way we can tell the climate is changing. In fact the
signs are all around us!
Ice caps at both poles is thinning and melting, causing sea
levels to rise. Extreme weather conditions, such as floods,
landslides, hurricanes, droughts, and heat waves are becoming
more common and threatening many lives.

2c. Reread the text and answer the questions of ex. 2b. Discuss the
answers in pairs.
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3a. Read about the possible impacts of people’s activities in the
future and pay attention to the forms in bold.

The choices we will make now and in the next few decades will
determine how much the planet’s temperature will rise. While
we are not exactly sure how fast or how much the Earth’s average temperature will rise, we know that:
1. The average temperature around the world will have increased by about 4°C by the middle of the 21st century, unlike
earlier predictions about the year 2100.
2. If people keep adding greenhouse gases into the atmosphere at the current rate, they will have been living in a much
warmer climate for a few decades by the year 2100.
3b. Analyse the forms in bold. Answer the questions.







What do they mean?
What’s their function?
How are they formed?
How are the tenses called?
What word-signals are used in these tenses?

3c. Speak about the possible consequences of climate change,
using the scheme below. Follow the example.

Global warming impacts
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If we don’t stop global warming, by the year 2025 the global
temperature will have increased by 0.8 °C, a lot of animal species will have become extinct, heatwaves will have become
more common, … Thus, by the year 2100 people will have been
living without … / will have been suffering from …
By 2030 – up to 1 °C; by 2040 – up to 2 °C; by 2050 – up to
3 °C; by 2060 – up to 4 °C.
4a. Get ready to take part in a panel1 discussion about global
warming. Use text 2b, the charts below, Lesson 2 and your knowledge about natural disasters to answer the questions.

1. What type of pollution is responsible for global warming?
2. Who and what are the biggest polluters?
3. What are the major pollutants?
4. What activities add to global warming?
5. What are the signs of climate change and global warming?

4b. Take part in a panel discussion about global warming.
5. Make a poster about global warming.

1. Think of its title. 2. Write the text of the poster (10–15
sentences). 3. Find or draw illustrations. 4. Make the poster.
panel () – a group of well-known people who discuss subjects
on television or radio programmes
1
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LESSON 4: SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS
Communicative area: reading and understanding the idea of sustainability, speaking about one’s choice in favour or against sustainable
solutions
Active vocabulary: sustainability, sustainable, unsustainable
1. Do you believe that the consequences of pollution can be very
catastrophic for mankind? Discuss with your class.
2a. Read the article “Sustainable Solutions” and give four reasons
that explain why sustainability receives much attention.

Currently, environmental sustainability  is a
topic that receives plenty of attention from the media and
is considered at different governmental departments. This is a
result of the changing demographic  situation and
the amount of research of the impact that human activity has
on the environment.
In 1820 there were around one billion people in the entire
world. Today, that is less than the population of China alone.
The world’s population has rapidly1 increased in the last 50
years, reaching 6.5 billion people in the world today. The current rate at which humans consume resources and produce
waste is unsustainable (). It means people are
damaging the environment because they are using more wood,
coal, oil, and gas than can be replaced naturally.
Human activities cause damage to all areas of the environment. Some of the common environmental problems include:
 damaging rainforests and woodlands through logging2
and agricultural clearing,
 polluting and over-fishing of oceans, rivers, and lakes,
 polluting the atmosphere through the burning of fossil fuels,
 damaging agricultural and cultivated land through the
use of herbicides and pesticides and unsustainable farming practices.
Sustainable development means that generations in the future will have the same access to the resources of the Earth
1
2

rapidly  – quickly
logging – вырубка / вырубка
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as people do today. Sustainable development is possible if people
reduce the negative impact of their activities on the environment, thus achieving environmental and ecological sustainability – an ability of ecosystems to keep their essential functions
and processes, and their full biodiversity over the long-term.
One of the burning environmental issues today is to stop
or slow down global warming through reducing the amount
of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. The burning of fossil fuels releases approximately 6 giga (billion) tonnes of carbon dioxide a year. Using renewable () energy seems to be a sustainable solution to this environmental and ecological problem.
Generating energy from renewable sources on a widespread
scale will become one of the major technological, economic, and
political changes for many countries during the first half-century of the new millennium. Present-day production of energy
occurs in large power stations fired by fossil fuels (coal, oil and
gas). New energy production is likely to happen in small production units located over large areas. Renewable energy
is currently obtained on a very small scale, from the sun, wind,
waves, tides, rivers, geothermal sources1, and from biomass
. Nuclear power is seen by some as an ‘alternative’
source of renewable energy because known reserves of nuclear
fuel could last for another 1,000 years.
2b. Reread the sentences with the words in bold. Guess their
meaning. Give a detailed explanation of sustainability. Work in pairs
and then check your responses with the class.
2c. Decipher the words to check your answers in ex. 2a.

1. rwognig oiplatonup
2. adamgnig het invetronnem
3. loblga amgwinr
4. enwarebel usrecso fo ynereg
2d. You are a Member of Parliament, belonging to the Green Party.
Prove that sustainable development is absolutely necessary, giving
more facts about polluting the environment, damaging ecology, and
global warming (use the materials of Lessons 1, 2, 3).
Geothermal () sources – (гео) термальные источники / (геа) тэрмальныя крыніцы
1
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3. The key word in understanding sustainability is ‘consuming
resources’. Explain how consumption of oil, gas, coal and wood
damages the environment and ecology.
4a. Name the renewable sources of energy and explain why they are
considered to be a sustainable solution to the problem of generating
electricity.

Rance Tidel Power
Station, France

Wave power plant,
Australia

The Ohaaki geothermal power
station, New Zeland

A wind farm

Ethiopian Electric,
a hydro-power station

4b. Are there any negative impacts of generating renewable energy?
5a. Work in groups. Give your own opinion about generating energy
from renewable sources. What does most of your group think?
5b. Have a discussion to decide if generating energy from renewable
sources means sustainable development.

LESSON 5: ECO HOUSES
Communicative area: listening, understanding and explaining how
an eco house is built and functions; expressing one’s opinon about
eco houses
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1a. Read the factﬁle and say what kind of houses the architects
design.

Factfile:
The Ostrowskis are both architects with nearly 70 years of architectural experience between them. They live in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. They are famous for their a sustainable life-

style. The pair has been recognized on many occasions for their
fine work and they are co-recipients of the “Green Award,”
“Emerald Award for Environmental Excellence”, “Autonomous House Award” and the “Northeast Sustainable Energy
Association Quality Design Award”.
1b. How do you imagine an eco house?
2.  Listen to the ﬁrst part of the ﬁlm and write down what the
numbers mean.

17
3.

70,000

1994

 Listen and complete the following part of the architect’s talk.

As you can see, this is a normal suburban … and this is a … family home, but it has no …. It’s … and a … stories high. It has
a livable … to minimize the amount of … loss and to maximize
the amount of useable area.
The EcoHome was built using simple … methods and durable, … materials. It features a space-efficient …, a system
to promote good indoor … quality and excellent insulation
to minimize … dissipation. As for … requirements, the house
primarily relies upon … power, but does not use solar photovoltaic …. Instead the EcoHome … solar energy by other
means.
152
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4. Match the questions to the pictures. Answer the questions.

1. How is solar energy used?
2. Why is the house warm in winter and cool in summer?
3. What kind of insulation do they use?
4. What’s special about the windows?
5. How do they keep food cold?
6. How is water supplied?
7. How does the waste disposal system work?
8. How do they treat gray water?
9. What kind of garden have they got?
10. What kind of food do they prefer?
11. How often do they use their car?
A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

5. Discuss the questions with your classmates.

1. What ideas of the eco house are used today?
2. Which of them are not good for Belarus? Why?
6. Write about the best ecological solutions in a ‘green’ house.
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LESSON 6: SAVE THE PLANET – SAVE YOUR
LIFE!
Communicative area: reading and speaking about people’s efforts
to ﬁght pollution (exchanging information)
1a. Look at the words from the “Earth Song”
by Michael Jackson. Try to guess what it
is about.

Stop, gain, peace, dreams, things, sunrise, flowering, said, blood, crying, world,
shores, rain, children.

 Listen to the song and complete it using the words above.

1b.

Earth Song
What about …?
What about …?
What about all the things
That you said we were to …?
What about … fields?
Is there a time?
What about all the …
That you … were yours
and mine?
Did you ever … to notice
All the … we’ve shed before?
Did you ever … to notice
The … Earth,
the weeping …?
Aaaaaaaaaah Aaaaaaaaaah

What have we done to the …?
Look what we’ve done!
What about all the …
That you pledge1 your only son?
What about … fields?
Is there a time?
What about all the …
That you … were yours
and mine?
Did you ever … to notice
All the …, dead from war?
Did you ever … to notice
The … Earth,
the weeping …?
Aaaaaaaaaah Aaaaaaaaaah

1c. What problems are there behind the lines? What does it call
upon? Discuss in groups, and then compare your ideas with the
whole class.
2a. Work in two groups. Choose one of the following events (1 or 2),
read and get ready to tell the other classmates about it. Focus on the
1

Pledge (mainly journalism) – to promise seriously and publicly to do
something
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following issues: a) who the organizer of the event is; b) what its aim
is; c) where it is organized; d) what activities are organized in
connection with the event.
2b. Make pairs. Tell each other about the events you have read.

1. Earth Hour 2014 was on Saturday,
March 29, from 8:30 pm to 9:30 pm in
a location’s local time.
Earth Hour is a worldwide movement for the planet organized by the
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF).
The event is held worldwide annually encouraging individuals,
communities, households, and businesses to turn off their nonessential1 lights for one hour, from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., on the
last Saturday in March, as a symbol of their commitment (dedication) to the planet. It first started as a lights-off event
in Sydney, Australia in 2007. Since then it has spread to more
than 7000 cities and towns worldwide. Today, Earth Hour engages a massive community in a broad range of environmental
issues. The one-hour event continues to remain the key driver
of the now larger movement.
Earth Hour 2010 was reportedly the biggest Earth Hour
yet, aiming to exceed2 more than the one billion participant goal
of 2009’s Earth Hour. It was held from 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
local time, 27 March. In Israel, the hour was held on 22 April.
126 countries participated in Earth Hour 2010.
Polling shows that in the United
States an estimated about 90,000,000
Americans participated in Earth
Hour as lights were turned off
around the country, including landmarks such as Mount Rushmore3, the
1

essential()– completely necessary
exceed  – to be greater than a number or amount; to go above an
official limit
3
Mount Rushmore  refers to the sculpture carved into the granite
face of Mount Rushmore near Keystone, South Dakota, in the United States.
Sculpted by Danish-American Gutzon Borglum and his son, Lincoln Borglum,
Mount Rushmore features 18 m sculptures of the heads of four United States
presidents: George Washington (1732–1799), Thomas Jefferson (1743–
1826), Theodore Roosevelt (1858–1919), and Abraham Lincoln (1809–1865).
2
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Las Vegas Strip1, the Empire  State Building, and
the Niagara() Falls.
About 4000 cities participated worldwide, including landmarks such as Big Ben, the Sydney Opera () House, the
Eiffel () Tower, the Parthenon2, the Brandenburg
 Gate, and the Forbidden City3.
There are a few songs dedicated to the event, for example,
WWF Earth Hour Anthem “When the Lights Go Down” by Andrew Huang and 2013 Austrian Earth Hour Song “Earth Is Crying – Dry Her Tears” to name just a few.
2. World Environment Day (WED) is celebrated every year on June 5 to raise global
awareness4 and encourage positive environmental action to protect nature and the planet Earth. It is run by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
It was established by the United Nations
General Assembly in 1972 on the day when
the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment began. The first World Environment Day was celebrated in 1973.
Since then it has been hosted every year by a different city with
a different theme, for example:
The 2014 theme for World Environment Day focused
on Small Islands and Climate Change, the official slogan was
‘Raise Your Voice Not The Sea Level’.
The 2013 theme for World Environment Day was Think.
Eat. Save. The campaign addressed the huge annual losses
in food, which, if conserved, would save a large quantity of
food as well as reduce the overall carbon footprint5. The cam1

Las Vegas Strip is a stretch of 6.8 km long, located to the south of the
Las Vegas city limits. Many of the largest hotels and casinos in the world are
located there.
2
The Parthenon is a former temple on the Athenian Acropolis, Greece,
dedicated to goddess Athena.
3
The Forbidden City – for almost 500 years, it served as the home of emperors and was the ceremonial and political center of Chinese government.
Now it is the Palace Museum in the center of Beijing, China.
4
awareness  – понимание, осознание / разуменне, усведамленне
5
Carbon footprint – is defined as the total of greenhouse gas emissions
caused by an organization, event, product or person. It is calculated as carbon
dioxide equivalent (CO2).
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paign aimed to raise awareness in countries with lifestyles resulting in food wastage.
The theme for the 2012 World Environment Day was Green
Economy: Does it include you? The theme aimed to invite people to examine their activities and lifestyle and see how the
concept of a “Green Economy” fits into it. The host country for
the year’s celebrations was Brazil.
The theme for 2011 was Forests-Nature At Your Service.
Thousands of activities were organized worldwide, with beach
clean-ups, concerts, exhibits, film festivals, community
events, and much more. This year’s global host, India, is a
country of wide biodiversity.
Many Species. One Planet. One Future was the theme of 2010.
It celebrated the diversity of life on Earth as part of the 2010 International Year of Biodiversity. It was hosted in Rwanda. Each
continent (except Antarctica) had a “regional host city”, the U.N.
chose Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania as the host for all North America.
The theme for WED 2009 was Your Planet Needs You –
UNite to Combat Climate Change, and Michael Jackson’s Earth
Song was declared ‘World Environment Day Song’. It was
hosted in Mexico.
The host for World Environment Day 2008 was New Zealand with the main international celebrations in Wellington.
The slogan for 2008 was CO2, Kick the Habit! Towards a Low
Carbon Economy. New Zealand was one of the first countries
to pledge to achieve carbon neutrality and also focus on forest
management as a tool for reducing greenhouse gases.
The topic for World Environment Day for 2007 was Melting Ice – a Hot Topic? During International Polar Year, WED
2007 focused on the effects that climate change is having
on polar ecosystems and communities, on other ice- and snowcovered areas of the world, and the resulting global impacts.
3. Read about other international environmental events. Speak
in favour of days, weeks, years or decades. Prove that they are
important for saving life on Earth. Work in pairs, then share with the
class. Who has been the best advocate? Why?

There are a lot of environmental dates – hours, days, weeks,
years and decades. These dates are aimed at creating awareness
of environmental issues.
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DAYS
Bike-to-Work Day (Third Friday in May)
World Oceans Day (June 8)
Car Free Day (September 22)
World Rivers Day (every last Sunday in September)
International Day of Climate Action (October 24)
WEEKS
Keep Australia Beautiful Week (Last
full week of August),
National Green Week (first week in
February in the United States),
Recycle Week (20 to 26 June 2011),
European Week for Waste Reduction (EWWR) (9 days, last
complete week in November).
YEARS
International Polar Year (2007–2009)
International Year of Planet Earth (2008)
International Year of Sanitation (2008)
International Year of Biodiversity (2010)
International Year of Forests (2011)
DECADES
International Drinking Water Decade
(1981–1990)
International Decade for Natural Disaster
Reduction (1990s)
Water for Life Decade (2005–2015)
United Nations Decade on Biodiversity (2010–2020)
4. Read a YouTube comment about Michael Jackson’s song.
Do you agree with the author? Write your comment.

Fhey G. This song of the late king of pop reminds us that mother earth is already in danger and we must act in order for it to
be saved, including the environment and more importantly, us.
IT IS OUR SHELTER, IT IS WHERE WE LIVE AND WE DESERVE PEACE.
158
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LESSON 7: ARE YOU ‘GREEN’?
Communicative area: reading, speaking and writing about water
and its role in life
Grammar: Participial Clauses
1. Test how ‘green’ you are. Complete the sentences. Count all the
items you name.

Being ‘green’ means following the three Rs: Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle.
I try to reduce the consumption of … I try to reduce the
amount of …. I try to reuse … I collect for recycling …
Test results
If your score is 16+, you are environmentally-friendly. If your
score is from 10 to 15, your chances to be ‘green’ are quite good.
If your score is from 5 to 9, you should consider environmental
sustainability more seriously because healthy environment is the
key to survival. If your score is less than 5, you are an ancient human. Don’t you think it is time to start learning?
2. Look at the scheme and say what we could do to save our planet.
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If we ate less meat, we would produce less methane and
it would reduce the amount of greenhouse gasses.
3a. Read the “Water Facts” and try to put the numbers in their right
places. Decipher the last sentence.

Water Facts
97%
70.9%

1%

30%

0.3%

68.7%

2%

Water is extremely important. A person can live about a month
without food, but only about a week without water. It regulates the temperature of the human body, carries nutrients
and oxygen to cells, cushions joints1, protects organs and tissues2, and removes wastes. Water also regulates the Earth’s
temperature.
Water covers … of the Earth’s surface. Nearly … of the
world’s water is salty or otherwise undrinkable. Another …
is locked in ice caps and glaciers. That leaves just … for all
of humanity’s needs – all its agricultural, industrial, community, and personal needs.
The water found on the Earth’s surface in lakes, rivers,
streams, ponds, and swamps makes up only … of the world’s fresh
water. … of the fresh water on Earth is trapped in glaciers. …
of fresh water is in the ground. There is more fresh water in the
atmosphere than in all of the rivers on the planet combined.
Spread knowledge about the importance of water.
hisT arteresu endes rpottiecon!

 Listen and check.

3b.

4a. Read the facts and actions. Match them, e.g. F1 – A4.

FACT 1: 75% of the human brain is water and 75% of a living tree is water. Water makes up between 55-78% of a human’s body weight.
FACT 2: There is the same amount of water on Earth
as there was when the Earth was formed. The water from your
faucet could contain molecules that dinosaurs drank. Nevertheless, today there are many more people using the same
amount of water than 100 years ago.
1
2
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cushions joints – суставы / суставы
tissues – ткани / клятчатка

Правообладатель Вышэйшая школа

FACT 3: Water is part of a deeply interconnected system.
What we pour or dump on the ground ends up in our water –
so garbage and waste can contaminate the sources of our drinking water.
FACT 4: A dripping faucet can waste up to 2,000 gallons /
7,600 liters of water a year. A leaky toilet can waste as much
as 200 gallons / 260 liters of water a day. At 1 drip per second,
a faucet can leak 3,000 gallons per year.
FACT 5: Lawn and garden herbicides, pesticides, and fertilizers can contaminate the water.
FACT 6: Taking a bath requires up to 70 gallons of water.
A five-minute shower uses only 10 to 25 gallons.
FACT 7: Americans use more water each day by flushing
the toilet than they do by showering or any other activity.
FACT 8: The average faucet flows at a rate of 2 gallons per
minute.
FACT 9: In one year, the average American residence uses
over 100,000 gallons (indoors and outside). On average, 50%–
70% of household water is used outdoors for watering lawns
and gardens.
ACTION 1: Check your pipes and repair any leaks as soon
as possible.
ACTION 2: Reduce your use of herbicides, pesticides, and
fertilizers and look for safer alternatives to control weeds and
bugs. For example, geraniums repel Japanese beetles; garlic
and mint repel aphids; and marigolds repel whiteflies.
ACTION 3: Don’t waste water. Use it wisely and cut back
wherever you can.
ACTION 4: Drink your daily recommended 8 glasses of water per day.
ACTION 5: Take used motor oil and other automobile fluids
to an automobile service center that recycles them. Take leftover paint, batteries, solvents1 and toxic household products
to special collection centers.
ACTION 6: Make the most of the water you use outdoors
by never watering at the hottest times of the day or when it’s
1

solvents – растворители / растваральнікі
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windy. Plant low-water use grasses and shrubs to reduce your
lawn watering by 20% – 50%.
ACTION 7: You can save up to four gallons of water every
morning by turning off the faucet while you brush your teeth.
ACTION 8: Take a shower instead of a bath.
ACTION 9: Use the light option of the dual-flush loo whenever you can.
4b.  Listen and check. Which of the actions do you take? Which
actions will you take?
5. Make a brochure “The Water-Friendly Home Guide” with the
sections ‘In the Kitchen’, ‘In the Bathroom’, ‘In the Garden’.

a) Discuss it in small groups. Write down the key points.
b) Make the brochure.
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EXAM BITESIZE
I. Reading
1. Read the article and in 2–3 sentences say what it is about.

‘Green’ Vehicles
We can keep our Earth safer by changing the way we use energy around the world. Most important is to introduce more
fuel-efficient vehicles and household goods.
Fortunately, the world is gradually moving to ‘greener’
vehicles. In a recent survey conducted by Morpace, Inc. in
Farmington Hills, Mich., 29 percent of car shoppers named
environmental friendliness as their primary (number 1) reason for choosing a car make and model and 62 percent said
choosing the most fuel-efficient model was their top shopping consideration.
Luckily for car buyers and the environment, a more fuelefficient automobile is generally environmentally friendly
as it pollutes less. But a vehicle’s impact on the ecosystem
isn’t limited to the amount of its emissions. For example,
while an all-electric car itself generates zero emissions, its
overall environmental impact depends on how the electricity
used by the car was generated and how the process affected
the air, ground, and water.
To help car shoppers choose a “greener” ride, the American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy (ACEEE) released its annual survey of what it determines are the mostand least environmentally friendly new vehicles for sale
in the U.S. Once again electric and hybrid-powered vehicles
dominate the greenest vehicles list for 2014, with the tiny
two-seat passenger car Smart For Two Electric Drive at the
top of the list with a “Green Score” of 59. The only other allelectric model to make the top 12 was the Nissan Leaf, coming in third place with a “Green Score” of 55.
The ACEEE determines its “Green Score” according
to combination of factors that primarily takes into account
a vehicle’s fuel economy and its emissions. The latter1 in1

latter – последние (из двух названных) / апошнія (з двух названых)
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clude health-damaging and smog-forming airborne pollutants like hydrocarbons, nitrogen oxide, particulates, carbon
monoxide, and formaldehyde, as well as greenhouse gases
that contribute to climate change, like carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide, methane, and other compounds. The “Green
Score” also considers such factors as emissions during a vehicle’s manufacturing process, disposal impact, natural gas extraction practices (if there are any), and the sources of energy
used to generate power for electric cars.
A number of automakers are investing heavily in ecofriendly vehicles. There has been an influx of hybrid and
electric vehicles in recent years that compete to win a place
on the ‘Greenest’ list and make this aim more difficult than
ever for conventional (usual) vehicles.
Meanwhile, the ACEEE’s list of the “worst” vehicles for
the 2014 model year is once again populated by the biggest
trucks and fastest sports cars. Unlike the ‘greenest’ list,
where Japanese brands placed 10 out of 12 cars, the worst
offenders are dominated by domestic and European automakers. The least environmentally friendly vehicle for
2014 is the Ram 2500 heavy-duty pickup, followed by the
Bugatti Veyron uber-exotic sports car and the passenger
version of the full-size Ford E-150 van.
(Based on the materials, contributed
to Forbes.com by Jim Gorzelany)
2. The author writes about the most environmentally friendly
vehicles on the 2014 ‘greenest’ cars list. Find the paragraph and
read it aloud.
3. What are the primary reasons for choosing a car make and
model according to the survey?
4. Why is it difﬁcult for a vehicle to get on the ‘greenest’ cars list?

II. Listening
 Listen to the talk about the problems which bees population
face. Answer the questions.
1. Why are bees important?
164
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2. What kind of bee crisis has existed since the middle
of the 20th century?
3. What are the causes of the crisis?

III. Speaking
Let’s talk about the environment and ecology.

1. How are ecology and the environment connected?
2. What dangers threaten the environment today?
3. What would you like to ask a scientist about sustainable solutions to the problem of environment pollution?
4. You would like your parents to be ‘greener’. Give
them a piece of advice.
5. Global warming is a real threat. What can people
do to slow it down?
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UNIT 7
CANADA
LESSON 1: “O CANADA!”
Communicative area: talking about the geography, history and
political system of Canada
Active grammar: adverbs – around, about, approximately
1a. Discuss with your partner. What do you know / remember about
Canada from your Geography and History lessons. What have you
heard about this country?
1b. Work with your partner. Look at the words and phrases in the
box and guess how they are connected to Canada.

a maple leaf

huge

three oceans

English and French

Toronto

the Queen

2a.  Listen to the beginning of a travel TV show about Canada and
check your guesses.
2b.

 Listen and decide if the sentences below are true or false.

1. Canada is situated between the Pacific, the Atlantic, and
the Indian oceans.
2. Canada was explored by British and French settlers at the
beginning of the 15th century.
3. There were three colonies that formed Canada.
4. Canada became a country in 1931.
5. The country is officially ruled by the prime minister.
6. The Canadian flag with the maple leaf on it has a long
history.
7. Ottawa is Canada’s biggest city.
8. People in Canada speak English and French, but only
English is the official language of the country.
166
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2c. Correct the false statements in ex. 2b.
3. Reading race.

RULES: 1 – Read a mini-report that Yan prepared for his
Geography class. 2 – Find four mistakes he’s made as fast
as you can and show them to your teacher. 3 – The winner
is the pupil who finds all the four mistakes first.
Canada is a country in the south of North America. It extends
from the Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean. Its territory is about
10 million sq km, which makes Canada the world’s third largest country. Canada is a federal parliamentary democracy under a constitutional monarchy. It means that Queen Elizabeth II is officially the head of the state, but it’s the Prime
Minister who represents her in the country.
Canada was formed by four colonies and was dependent
on the UK for approximately a hundred years. It became an independent nation around 90 years ago in 1931.
The population of Canada is about 35 million people who speak two official languages:
English and French. The Canadian national
symbol is a huge yellow maple leaf that you
can see on its flag.
4a. Look at the highlighted words in Yan’s report. Answer the
questions below.

 Do we use the adverbs about, approximately and around
to speak about exact facts or data?
 Which adverb is more formal? Which two are more casual?
 Where do we normally put these adverbs?
4b. Answer the questions below using about, approximately and
around.

1. How many countries are there in the world?
2. How large is Belarus?
3. How many people live in your town / city / village?
4. How old is your school?
5. What facts from the TV show have you known before? Which
facts surprised you? Tell your partner.
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LESSON 2: THE MAPLE LEAF FOREVER
Communicative area: speaking about the national symbols of Canada
Active grammar: Past Perfect Passive
1a. Read ﬁve interesting facts about Canada below. Decide which
of the statements are true and which are false. Compare with your
partner.

1. Canada is so big that it comprises 6 time zones.
2. Canada basically got its name by mistake.
3. Canada is home to the longest street in the world.
4. The beaver is one of the symbols of Canada.
5. Canada’s National Flag was created in the middle of the
20th century.
1b. Check with your teacher who will give you more details.
2a. Read the article “Maple Leaf vs. Canadian Beaver” and say
which symbol is older.
2b. Read the article again and answer the questions. Use the article
to prove your answers.

1. Which is more widely spread in Canada: maple trees
or beavers?
2. Why did European explorers earn so much money selling
beaver fur?
3. Why did the Governor of New France choose the beaver
as a symbol of his area?
4. When did the beaver fur business stop? Why?
5. What was shown in the first Canadian postage stamp?
6. Where can people see the maple leaf?

Maple Leaf vs. Canadian Beaver
Why was the maple leaf chosen as the official
symbol on Canada’s national flag?
Some may question why the maple leaf
was chosen as the symbol used on Canada’s
flag, particularly given that the sugar maple,
used as the model for the maple leaf design
168
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on Canada’s national flag, is found only in eastern Canada. Besides, the majority of Canada’s maple trees are, in fact, only
found east of Manitoba (one of the Canadian provinces). By contrast, the beaver, a symbol of industriousness, and one of the
reasons for Canada’s prosperous fur trade in the 1800s,
is found widely across the country.
After the early European explorers had
realized that Canada was not the spice-rich
Orient, the main financial attraction was the
beaver population numbering in millions.
In the late 1600s and early 1700s, the fashion of the day demanded fur hats made from
beaver pelts. As these hats became more popular, the demand for the pelts grew. The trade of beaver
fur turned out to be so successful that in 1678 the Governor
of New France suggested the beaver as a suitable emblem
for the colony. Despite all this recognition, the population
of beavers had been almost destroyed by the mid-19th century.
There were around six million beavers in Canada before the
start of the fur trade. During its peak, 100,000 pelts were being shipped to Europe each year; the Canadian beaver was
in danger. Luckily, about that time, Europeans took a liking
to silk hats and the demand for beaver fur disappeared.
In 1849, when famous Canadian engineer Sandford Fleming
was asked to design Canada’s first postage stamp, he chose
to portray a beaver building a dam near a waterfall.
However, there are several reasons why the maple leaf was
a more appropriate choice. For one thing, the maple leaf is simply easier to draw. For another, the maple leaf is red, one
of Canada’s national colours (the other is white). Finally, the
fur trade is a part of Canada’s historical past, and the image
of the beaver no longer resonated with Canadians in the same
manner that it would have in the nineteenth
century.
Further to these arguments, historically
speaking, the image of the maple leaf has
frequently been used as a symbol of Canada.
To cite a few examples, “The Maple Leaf
Forever” which had been written a year be-
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fore 1867 was chosen as a song for Confederation of the colonies that formed
Canada. By 1901 the maple leaf had been
featured on all Canadian coins; today,
the maple leaf is found on the penny.
In 1904, Canadian athletes competing
in the Olympic Games wore shirts displaying the maple leaf. What is more, the maple leaf was displayed on soldiers’ caps, badges, and military equipment during
World Wars I and II.
As a result of it all today, around the world, the maple leaf
is normally associated with Canada.
3a. Look at the sentences from the text and answer the questions.

 The population of beavers had been almost destroyed
by the mid-19th century.
 “The Maple Leaf Forever” which had been written a year
before 1867 was chosen as a song for Confederation of the
colonies that formed Canada.
 By 1901 the maple leaf had been featured on all Canadian
coins.
 Does the underlined tense refer to the past or present? Is it
active or passive?
 Why do we use Past Perfect in every sentence?
 In every sentence, who is the agent (does the action)? Is the
agent important for the speaker?
 How do we form Past Perfect Passive?
3b. Transform the sentences from active to passive.

1. Canada had changed its national symbols several times
before it got its maple leaf.
2. Britain and France had controlled the territories of Canada before 19th century.
3. Merchants had brought lots of beaver fur to Europe before most of the beaver population was destroyed.
4. People had asked Queen Victoria to choose the capital
of Canada.
5. Queen Victoria had chosen Ottawa as the capital of Canada by 1857.
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4a. Work in two groups. Read the instructions below and get ready
for a debate with another group.

GROUP A: Imagine you are Canadians. Your government
has decided to change the national symbol back to the beaver.
You support the idea. Together with your partners make a list
of reasons why the beaver should become the national symbol
again. Use the article you’ve read and your own ideas.
GROUP B: Imagine you are Canadians. Your government
has decided to change the national symbol back to the beaver.
You are against this idea. Together with your partners make a
list of reasons why the maple leaf should stay the national symbol. Use the article you’ve read and your own ideas.
4b. Write a short paragraph on what you think should be on
a Canadian ﬂag supposing that you are a Canadian.

LESSON 3: I WENT TO CANADA AND I SAW…
Communicative area: talking about the sights and places to visit
in Canada
Active vocabulary: treated oneself to something, to have one’s own
charm, the star attraction, magniﬁcent, spectacular, multicultural,
hectic, culturally diverse, to cheer oneself up
1a. Look at the logo in the picture. What do you
think it is?
1b. Read the information below.

Lonely Planet is the largest travel guide book publisher in the
world. The company was owned by BBC Worldwide. You can
find useful information and tips for travelling to almost any
place in the world on its pages. It helps people to explore the
planet.
2a.  Listen to a radio show. Two people went to Canada using
“Lonely Planet” tips. What places have they been to? How did they
feel about their trips?
2b. Look at the pictures. Who took them, Emma or Phil?
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2c.

 Listen again. Take notes about the places in the pictures.

famous blue raincoats

the Castle of Casa Loma

traditional Beaver’s
Tail pastry

the Parliament Hills
and the Peace Tower

Little India

CN Tower

the Rideau Canal

Niagara Falls and the Maid of
the Mist

2d. Look at the words from the radio show. Discuss the meaning
with your partner. Then, make up sentences with these words
describing the Canadian sights in the pictures above.

Treat oneself to something, have one’s own charm, the star
attraction, magnificent, several ways to experience something,
spectacular view, a multicultural city, crowded and hectic, culturally diverse city, cheer oneself up.
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3a. Work in pairs. Rank the Canadian sights from 1 to 8 where 1 is
the place you would most like to visit. Explain why? Use the
tapescript to help you.
3b. You work at a travel agency. Prepare a three-day tour around
Canada. Use the information you’ve learnt in Lessons 1–3.
3c. Present your tour to your groupmates. Choose the tour you
would most like to have.

LESSON 4: PROUD TO BE A CANADIAN
Communicative area: telling about the area you live in
Active vocabulary: diversity, laid-back, folksy, cobblestone, run into
someone, get a fair share of something
Active grammar: sufﬁxes -an and -ian
1. Discuss the question with your partner.

1. Do people living in one country differ? How can they
be different?
2. What unites people living in one country?
3. Look at the map of Canada.What places on the map have
you heard of? What do you know about them?
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2a. Read and say what each person likes and dislikes about living
in Canada. Who has the most positive and the most negative
opinions?

A group of people in Canada organised a project called “Proud
to be a Canadian”. Here are some blog posts that people living
in Canada sent to the project webpage.
kiplingsummer: 25.04.2014, Pickering, Ontario
Having been born and raised in Canada there is nothing I can
say except that we have a country of great diversity, including
people, weather, and geography. We are as varied and interesting as any country on the planet.
I live in the south east of Ontario region and
enjoy our four seasons unlike up north where
they have two seasons ☺ ... the snow and the
heavy snow season. This is a great place to live.
It’s a fairly small Canadian city with a population of 90,000, yet close to Toronto. In my area there are many
small towns, villages and wide open spaces. It is very quiet and
laid-back. People will stop their cars or tractors in the middle
of the road to talk to friends and neighbours, it is still very
folksy. People are polite and considerate and you know most
of your neighbours.
Summer here can get pretty hot and humid, but we have
breath-taking autumns as the colours are beautiful as we have
tens of thousands of maple trees. Winters are not too cold –
they are crisp and crunchy – you are almost sure to get
a “white” Christmas here! We can ski and ride our snowmobiles
here and our children can skate.
shady: 20.05.2014, Quebec City, Quebec
I am from Ukraine originally, but I came to live in Canada thirty years ago and I love it here. Quebec City is a lovely place
as far as natural beauty is concerned. It is located in the Saint
Lawrence River Valley, on the north bank of the
Saint Lawrence River near its meeting with the
Saint Charles River. As it used to be a French
province, its French heritage, architecture, and
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language make it appear more like a charming European village. No wonder it’s a treasure of UNESCO World Heritage.
Walking along the cobblestone streets of the Old City you can
discover numerous historical buildings and sites like the Citadel. The city offers cosy cafes and nice tiny shops.
Overall I wouldn’t choose to live anywhere else but it is not
a perfect place... It’s really unfortunate, but you can easily run
into someone that is either rude or extremely arrogant. It happened even more often before I could speak French.
Atom boy: 17.07.2014, Whistler, British Columbia
I’m from Austria and I first came to Canada in 2010
as a participant of the Olympic Games. And I fell
in love with this place. As Vancouver is situated between the Coast Mountains and the Pacific Ocean
it presents a natural playground where people can
swim in the ocean, rollerblade through scenic parks
and snow ski in the mountains all in one day. That’s what attracted me most. Now I live in a resort village called Whistler.
Whistler is a two-hour trip from Vancouver along Canada’s
most scenic drive, the Sea-to-Sky Highway. Although the road
from Vancouver to Whistler is so beautiful it’s really tiring
to travel there and back almost every day and you feel you’re
wasting a lot of time. Also it’s quite a cold place. Whistler gets
its fair share of snow and cold. Winter temperatures are about
0 °C and summer days can be quite warm, with temperatures
reaching the high 20 °C. But it means there’s always snow
on the mountain peaks and I can practise all the year round.
2b. Read and match the sentences and the author. Find the evidence
in the posts.

1. I’m a foreigner.
2. I’m a sportsman.
3. People in Canada are very different.
4. People are snobbish.
5. People are very friendly.
6. The place where I live is peaceful and relaxed.
7. You should speak two languages here.
8. You can do lots of different things in one day here.
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9. The place took after French towns.
10. We get snow at Christmas.
11. It snows a lot here.
2c. Look at the map and at the posts again. Discuss with your
partner. Would you like to visit the three places? Why / why not?
3. Read the sentences below. Are they true or false for the place
where you live? Change the false sentences so that they are true for
you.

1. We have a country of great diversity. We are as varied
and interesting as any country on the planet.
2. My place is very quiet and laid-back. It is still very folksy.
3. My city / town / village is a lovely place as far as natural
beauty is concerned.
4. Walking along the cobblestone streets of the old city you
can discover numerous historical buildings and sites.
5. You can easily run into someone who is not very polite.
6. Here we enjoy our four seasons. We get a fair share
of snow and cold in winter and enjoy breath-taking summers.
7. We almost always get a “white” Christmas here.
8. Overall I wouldn’t choose to live anywhere else.
4. Look at the names of nationalities in the box. Answer the
questions.

Austria – Austrian Canada – Canadian
Ukraine – Ukrainian
 What suffixes are used to form the names of nationalities
in the box?
 Can you think of more examples of nationalities with these
suffixes?
 Where else can these suffixes be used?
5. Use sufﬁxes -an and -ian to form new words from the words
below.

Africa, Asia, Australia, Belarus, Brazil, Germany, Italy,
Mexico, Russia, Venezuela; Mars, politics, electricity, vegetable.
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6a. You were asked to write a small post why you are proud of your
country. Write 170-word post.
6b. Read your classmates’ posts. Which one do you like best? Why?

LESSON 5: WHEN WE STAND TOGETHER
Communicative area: talking about ways of helping people
Active vocabulary: to do something for charity, supporter, to take
part in a project, to collect money, to share information, to set up a
campaign, needy, orphanage
Active grammar: revision of pronouns
1. Look at the two pictures below. What do they have in common?

a nickel

“Nickelback”

2. Read the information and check your ideas.

Nickelback is a Canadian rock band formed in 1995. It is one
of the most commercially successful Canadian groups, having
sold more than 50 million albums worldwide. Some people wonder where the name of the band comes from. The answer is rather trivial.
Mike Kroeger, one of the band leaders, used to work at the
popular coffeehouse chain Starbucks serving espressos and
cappuccinos. While working at Starbucks, Mike found that
he would often have to give a customer five Canadian cents
in change. A Canadian five-cent coin is commonly called
a NICKEL. So while serving people he would frequently find
himself saying “Here’s your nickel back.” That’s where the
band’s name came from.
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3a.  Listen to the song “When We Stand Together” by Nickelback
and choose the sentence that shows the main idea of the song.

A. We can win the music competition if we play together.
B. We need to be less selfish and think about those people
who suffer around us.
C. We shouldn’t watch TV so much because the news is mainly negative and we can’t sleep at night.
3b.

 Listen and ﬁll in the gaps.

prayer – the words that someone says when they are speaking to God
giving in – to stop doing something and accept that you cannot win or change the situation
starving – ill or dying because of a lack of food
One more depending on a prayer and we all (1)… .
People (2) … everywhere it’s just another day.
There’s bullets flying through the (3) … and they still carry on.
We watch it happen over there and then just (4) … it off.
Chorus: Hey, yeah, yeah, hey, yeah… We must stand together
Hey, yeah, yeah, hey, yeah … Тhere’s no giving in
Hey, yeah, yeah, hey, yeah … (5) … in hand forever
Hey, yeah, yeah, hey, yeah … That’s when we all (6) …
Hey, yeah, yeah, hey, yeah … That’s, that’s, that’s when we all (7) …
They tell us (8) …’s alright and we just go along.
How can we fall asleep at night when something’s clearly (9) … .
When we could feed a starving (10) … with what we throw away.
But all we serve are empty (11) … that always taste the same.
The right thing to guide us is right here (12) … us.
No one can divide us when the light is (13) … on.
But just like a heartbeat the drumbeat carries on … And the
drumbeat carries on...
4a. Look at the lyrics again. Find as many pronouns as you can.
4b. Look at the types of pronouns below and decide which type the
pronouns from the song are.

personal
indefinite
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possessive

relative
reflexive
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4c. Answer the questions below.

 Can we use a negative form of the verb with pronouns nobody, nothing, nowhere?
 What form of the verb do we use with the pronouns somebody, someone, anyone?
 Which relative pronouns do we use to define a person?
an object? a place?
 When we use personal pronouns I and you with a noun or a
proper name (mum, Nick, neighbour) do we put the pronoun or the proper name first?
 What’s the difference between possessive pronouns
my and mine, your and yours?
 What verbs can’t you use with reflexive pronouns myself,
himself, etc.?
5a. Read the text and say what different people do for charity and
how they feel about it.
5b. Choose the correct alternative.

Andy: I’m a strong supporter of Canadian Red Cross. (1) Us /
We have supported (2) them / it for quite a few years. (3) My /
Mine company takes part in (4) it’s / its programmes of disaster relief (5) where / which are aimed at helping people (6)
which / who were injured during earthquakes, tornadoes
or tsunamis. We collect money every month (7) which / who allows the Red Cross to respond to various emergencies immediately. I (8) myself / oneself participated in two disaster relief
projects after a tsunami in Mexico (9) where / when I had
a chance to meet lots of fantastic people. This is really good
to see (10) someone / anyone who (11) are / is so helpful and
thinks of others.
Sandra: I’m sure that real charity
begins at home with what (12) your
family and you / you and your family do. For example not (13) everyone / anyone (14) realize / realizes
how precious water is. For most
of (15) we / us, instant access to clean
water is the norm. Many of (16) our /
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ours friends and family are not aware of the fact that
one billion people in the world don’t have access
to water like we do. So (17) my husband and I / I and
my husband decided to help share information about
the water crisis with (18) your / our friends and family. Tweet about it. Share on Facebook. Start conversations.
The more people know, the more water is saved. Sometime later
we will maybe set up our own fundraising campaign to collect
money for cleaning water.
Sandy: I don’t think helping people from far away countries
is a good idea when there is (19) somebody / someone who needs
help next to you. For example, (20) my friends and I / I and
my friends look for different ways to reach out to needy and
hurting children. We really wanted to make (21) their / theirs
Christmas season a little brighter, so we took part in a charity
project for orphans. I think at Christmas nobody (22) should /
shouldn’t feel lonely and (23) everybody / nobody should receive a present from Santa. So we applied to a charity organization Christmas programme. We went to several orphanages
and dressed up as Santa and his elves. I sang songs and a friend
of (24) my / mine gave kids the presents. It was the most exciting moment of my life.
5c. Look at the phrases below. Use the texts from ex. 5 and say what
word is missing:

1) be a strong s… of Red Cross; 2) take part in a p…; 3) collect m…; 4) share i… about something; 5) set up our own c…;
6) reach out to n… children; 7) go to an o… .
5d. Which idea of charity from ex. 5 do you like best? Which project
would you like to participate in?
6. Speak about the charity projects in your area. What can you and
your friends do to help other people?

LESSON 6: BEAR LAND
Communicative area: debating about advantages and disadvantages of tourism
180
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1. Look at the pictures. In what way are the bears
different? Do you know anything about each
of them?

2a.  Listen to a girl telling her friend about these bears. Say what
types they are, how they are different and what they have in common.

bear cub – a baby bear
2b.

 Listen again and answer the questions below.
1. What project is Alison taking part in?
2. Which bear is under extinction?
3. Where can you see a black bear or a grizzly bear in Canada?
4. Which bear is more dangerous? Why?
5. What is Churchill famous for?
6. Why does Alison say that Winnie-the-Pooh is Canadian?

3. Read an article about Churchill and say if the statements below
are true or false.

1. The best time to see polar bears is autumn.
2. Polar bears travel to Churchill to fish salmon.
3. There are more polar bears than people in Churchill.
4. There are officers that help people deal with polar bears.
5. People often don’t lock their houses and cars so that
bears can hide there from a snowstorm.
6. To watch polar bears you can stay in a cottage not far
from the way that they go long to the frozen sea.
7. Global warning influences the polar bear directly. Climate has become too hot for them.
8. Many tourists travel to Churchill because they want
to help polar bears.
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Polar Bear Capital of the World
Churchill is a town on the West shore of Hudson Bay in Manitoba, Canada. It is most famous for the many polar bears that
move toward the shore from inland in autumn, leading to the
nickname “Polar Bear Capital of the World” that has helped its
growing tourism industry.
Churchill is one of the few human settlements where polar
bears can be observed in the wild. Thousands of visitors from
around the world visit Churchill for the excitement of seeing
these magnificent animals. The bears gather near the town in autumn, waiting for the bay to freeze over. In the winter, they
head out onto the ice, where they hunt their favourite prey, the
ringed seal. There is a polar bear for every person in the town
and it is quite an ordinary thing to see one of them walking down
Main Street. All this makes the life of Churchill residents a little
tricky. There are officers you can call specifically to deal with
bothersome bears. Churchill houses often come equipped with
“Churchill welcome mats”, which are sections of wood with nails
sticking out. Bears are usually afraid enough to attempt breaking into such a house. The problem is so serious that most people
leave their homes and cars unlocked to provide refuge in case
someone is being chased by a polar bear.
In spite of the danger, lots of tourists arrive here to watch polar bears.
Prime viewing times are in October
and November, when the bears begin
their move from tundra back to sealhunting territory. There are many
different ways to see Churchill’s polar
bears. Unique local tundra vehicles, designed to move smoothly over snow and ice, protect passengers from curious or hungry bears. One can also stay at a wilderness lodge (complete
with protective fence) built on the bears’ migration route, canoe Seal River or take guided walks to the areas where bears
are frequent.
Unfortunately, the recent global warming has influenced
the number of polar bears. Because of ongoing and potential
loss of their sea ice territories caused by the climatic change,
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polar bears were listed as an endangered species. As a result, many people are wondering how many polar
bears there are. That is a question the
answer to which is still being researched. No one really knows how
many polar bears there are because
they are hard to count and at times, hard to find. Researchers
estimate that there are between 22,000 and 40,000 polar bears
in the world. Close to half of the polar bear population lives
in Canada, not far from Churchill. The potential threat of losing polar bears forever attracts more and more people to the
north of Canada every year.
4a. Read the two statements below.

A. The more tourists come to Churchill the better it is. They
bring more money that can help protect polar bears.
B. The more tourists come to Churchill the more harm they
cause to nature. People who want to help should just donate money to ecologists.
4b. Work in two groups. Group A agrees with the ﬁrst statement,
group B agrees with the second. Prepare facts and ideas to prove
your opinion.
4c. Present your ideas to the class. Every member of the group
should give at least one reason.
5. In pairs discuss your real opinion. Do you think tourism helps
Churchill or destroys polar bears’ territory?
6. Think of at least three things people can do to help polar bears.
Tell your partners. Together choose the best two ideas.

LESSON 7: NATIONAL SPORT
Communicative area: talking about national sport, describing some
kinds of sport
Active vocabulary: pitch, rink, elbow pads, puck, goal, net, amateur
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1a. Make a list of ﬁve most popular sports in the world. Compare
with your partner.
1b. In pairs discuss the questions below.

1. Which sport from your list is popular in Canada? Explain
your choice.
2. Which sport is the most popular in Belarus? Explain your
choice.
2a. Look at the two pictures. What sports are pictured? What are the
rules? What equipment do you need to play?

2b. Work in two teams. Team A read the information about lacrosse.
Team B read the information about ice-hockey. Answer the questions
below.

A. Who plays the game today?
B. How many players are there in a team?
C. What equipment do they need?
D. Where do you play the game?
E. When was the sport started? Where?
F. When did it appear in Canada?
G. Has it had any changes? What were they?
H.Is it popular in Canada today?

Ice-hockey
Ice-hockey is a team sport played on ice in which skaters use
sticks to shoot a hard rubber hockey puck into their opponent’s
net to score points. A team usually consists of five members
who skate up and down the ice trying to take the puck and score
a goal against the opposing team. Each team has a goaltender
who tries to stop the puck from going into the goal.
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Hockey or ice-hockey is most
popular in areas of North America (particularly Canada and
northern parts of the United
States) and Europe. For instance, North American National Hockey League (NHL) games
are watched by millions and millions of fans around the world.
Ice-hockey is the official national winter sport of Canada, however nowadays it’s losing its
popularity.
Since ice-hockey is a full contact sport, injuries are a common
thing. Protective equipment
is obligatory for all the players. This includes a helmet for head
protection, shoulder pads, elbow pads, mouth guard, protective
gloves, special shorts (also known as hockey pants), and shin
guards. As for the other equipment you shouldn’t forget your
skates, a stick, and a puck.
Stick-and-ball games date back to pre-Christian times.
In Europe, these games included numerous versions played
in Ireland and Scotland, mentioned in Icelandic sagas and Viking myths. British soldiers and immigrants to Canada
brought their stick-and-ball games with them and played them
on the ice and snow of Canadian winters. For example, in 1825
John Franklin wrote, “The game of hockey played on the ice
was the morning sport” on Great Bear Lake during one of his
Arctic expeditions. By 1893, there were almost a hundred
teams in Montreal alone; in addition, there were leagues
throughout Canada. As the popularity of ice-hockey as a spectator sport grew, earlier rinks were replaced by larger rinks.
And gradually the sport itself became more professional. Professional ice-hockey has existed since the early 20th century.
In 1910, the National Hockey Association (NHA) was formed
in Montreal. The NHA would further change, for example dividing the game into three 20-minute periods. After re-organizing as the National Hockey League (NHL) in 1917, the

Правообладатель Вышэйшая школа

185

league expanded into the United States. Professional hockey
leagues developed later in Europe, one of the first was the
Swiss National League founded in 1916. Today, professional
leagues have been introduced in most countries of Europe.
Today ice-hockey is played by professionals and amateurs,
men and women in different countries uniting people of the
world.

Lacrosse
Lacrosse is a team sport of Native American origin. To play
it you’ll need a small rubber ball and a long-handled stick called
a crosse or lacrosse stick. The head of the lacrosse stick has
a loose net designed to catch and hold the lacrosse ball. It is
a contact sport which involves a lot of pushing so it is required
to have elbow and shoulder pads that protect a player from injuries. And of course, a player has to wear a helmet to protect
the head.
The aim of the game is to score by shooting the ball into
an opponent’s goal, using the lacrosse stick to catch, carry, and
pass the ball to do so. The opposing team’s task is to keep you
from scoring and to get the ball using a stick.
Lacrosse today is a very popular team sport in North America,
especially in Canada. It was
started by Native American Indians and was originally known
as stickball. The Native American games were seen as major
events which took place over several days. These lacrosse games
lasted from sunrise to sunset for
two to three days and were played
over huge open areas between villages where goal zones might
have been between trees. They
were played as a kind of symbolic
ritual to give thanks to God.
The games involved any number
of players, sometimes a team
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consisted of about 100 to 1,000 men on a field that stretched
from about 500 meters to 3 kilometers long.
By the seventeenth century, settlers from Europe took
up this game. As a result, it has undergone many modifications
since that time. In 1856, William Beers, a Canadian dentist,
founded the Montreal Lacrosse Club. In 1867, Beers reorganized the game, shortening the length of each game and reducing the number of players to 12 members per team. Also lacrosse pitches became smaller. Since then, lacrosse was spreading all over North America attracting more players and fans.
It’s played professionally as well as in colleges and schools
across Canada and the USA. Lacrosse has also crossed the ocean
and is now played in Europe.
2c. Work in pairs. One student is from team A and the other is from
team B. Use the questions in ex. 2b and ﬁnd out what things the two
sports have in common.
3a. Work with the same partner. Look at the list of words below. Are
they connected with ice-hockey or lacrosse?

pitch, rink, elbow pads, ball, puck, goal, net, skates
3b. Think of other sports where these things can be used.

E.g. They play football on a football pitch.
4a. Work in groups of three and discuss the questions below.

 Have you ever played ice-hockey or lacrosse? When? Did
you like it?
 If not, which sport would you like to try? Why?
 Do you know any ice-hockey amateur or professional players? Who are they?
 What new facts have you learnt about the two sports?
4b. Think of two kinds of sport that are popular in Belarus. Say what
you know about them.

 Where do people do this sport?
 What sport equipment do they need?
 When did people start doing this sport? When was it started in Belarus?
 Why do you think it’s popular in Belarus?
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EXAM BITESIZE
I. Reading
1. Read the article and say what it is about.

Winterlude
Early February, Ottawa
Come to celebrate winter in the capital during three fun-filled
weekends in February.
For more than 40 years, the annual Winterlude festival
held in Ottawa celebrates winter with a host of outdoor activities including public skating and skating displays, ice sculpture competitions, musical concerts, children’s play areas,
large ice playground, an ‘ice lounge’, and numerous off-site
events. Each year around 600,000 people take part in Winterlude activities, most of which are free.
The Rideau Canal is the very heart and soul of the festival. Grab your skates or rent some here and glide along the
Rideau Canal Skateway, the world’s largest naturally frozen
ice skating rink. Beyond the fun of just skating on the 7.8-kilometres of ice running through the heart of the centre of Ottawa, events on the ice include the Winterlude Triathlon, Annual Bed Race, Eco-Art exhibition, and skating demonstrations.
Another important festival location is Confederation
Park where ice sculptures are created by artists from all over
the world, and at night, these amazing works of art are highlighted with coloured lights. The most creative participants
are awarded with prizes of the Winterlude International Ice
Sculpture Competition.
The world’s biggest snow playground, the Snowflake
Kingdom offers fun for the whole family, including snow
slides, horse sleigh rides, craft lessons, and more. Here you
can witness another event of the festival.
A popular event at Winterlude is the arrival of the Ice
Hogs Family. Of course they are not real ice hogs, but people
wearing special costumes. Their purpose is simply to surprise
the children, have fun, offer warm hugs in the frozen air and
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pose for photographs. The legend says that the Ice Hogs Family lives under the ice of the frozen Rideau Canal Skateway.
Also popular, especially for “foodies”, is the Taste of Winterlude event with more than 30 special events created
by some of the capital’s best local restaurants. Don’t miss
your chance to visit the best seasonal events of the year!
2. Choose the event that you ﬁnd the most interesting and read the
paragraph about it aloud.
3. Which of the events is the central one? What can people
do there?
4. What legend is connected with the festival?

II. Listening
 Listen to the story of Wayne Gretzky and answer the questions
below.

1. Why is Wayne Gretzky famous?
2. Why was he an unusual hockey player?
3. What does he do after he retired from hockey?

III. Speaking
Let’s talk about Canada.

1. What do you know about national symbols of Canada?
2. If you could visit any place in Canada, where would you
go and why?
3. What three questions would you ask a Canadian who
lives in Ottawa?
4. What advice could you give to your friend who wants
to try playing lacrosse?
5. What are the advantages and disadvantages of living
in Canada?
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UNIT 8
TOURISM
LESSON 1: WHY DO PEOPLE TRAVEL?
Communicative area: identifying the notion of tourism, speaking
about preferences in tourism
Active vocabulary: destination, hospitality, travel guide, to cater to /
for
1a. Answer the questions.

What is tourism? Why do people travel?
How do they travel? Why do people use
travel guides? When was the first guide
written? How many people are involved
in tourism industry all over the world?
1b. Read the text and check whether it mentions what you have said.

Since the beginning of time humans have travelled to find food,
water, safety or resources. The idea of travel for pleasure
emerged much later. The earliest travellers walked. The invention of the wheel and the sail provided new modes of transportation. Each improvement in technology increased individuals’
opportunities to travel. As roads were improved interest
in travel for education, sightseeing, and religious purposes increased. One of the earliest travel guides, a 10 volume Guide
to Greece was written in 170 A.D. by Pausanias, a Greek, for
Roman tourists.
Tourism is a temporary, voluntary movement of people
to destinations outside their normal places of work and residence, the activities undertaken during their stay in those destinations, and the facilities created to cater for their needs. It is
a collection of activities, services, and industries that delivers
a travel experience, including transportation, accommodations,
eating and drinking establishments, shops, entertainment busi190

Правообладатель Вышэйшая школа

nesses, activities, and other hospitality services provided for
individuals or groups travelling away from home. The World
Tourism Organization (WTO) claims that tourism is currently
the world’s largest industry with annual revenues of over $3
trillion. Tourism provides over 250 million jobs all over the
world. Six million jobs in tourism in the United States make the
tourism industry the country’s largest employer.
1c. Look at the words in bold and say what they mean.

to cater for a need – cater to your taste
2a. Talk to your partner and discuss how you would deﬁne the
following types of tourism: domestic, adventure, cultural, ecotourism, health, heritage, language, rural, sport, educational
2b.  Listen to people speaking about their preferences and say
which type of tourism they prefer.
2c. Listen again and say why the people prefer these types
of tourism.
3. Discuss with your partner what type of tourism you like most and
why. Do you have anything in common?
4. Write two paragraphs about your most favourite and least
favourite types of tourism.

LESSON 2: TOURIST BREAK
Communicative area: making arguments about different types
of tourist breaks
Active vocabulary: package holidays, self-catering, globetrotting
Grammar: linking words and phrases
1a. Match the types of tourist breaks and their deﬁnitions.

1) package holidays
2) weekend break
3) family holidays
4) age-specific holidays

5) self-catering
6) fly-drive
7) independent or group holidays
8) specialist breaks
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a) develop a skill such as painting, gardening, photography;
b) include flight, accommodation, food, and a guide;
c) at hotels that are mainly used by the business people during the week;
d) involve flights and rental car with hotels booked in advance;
e) in an apartment, small cottage or house where holidays
makers can cook their own meals;
f) for those aged 18-30 or over 55s;
g) designed particularly for children with organized events,
child minding facilities, and evening entertainment;
h) often on a low budget or for an extended period of time
e.g. backpacking.
1b. What types of tourist breaks are illustrated in the pictures?
Prove your choice. Which type of tourist break would you like
to have and why?

1c. Have you experienced any of these tourist break types? Share
your memories and impressions with your partner.
2a. Read the text. Propose a suitable title, ﬁnd arguments for your
variant.

Tourists travel to places away from home and stay there for
a short time – a week or two, perhaps. They travel because they
want to do business, or to visit friends or family or to have a holiday. All three kinds of travelling are parts of tourism. But in the
modern world, holidays are the most important kind of tourism.
When people started to go on package holidays in the 1960s,
they wanted to stay at hotels that were cheap but clean. Today
many tourists are looking for something new and sometimes
they go to stay in a hotel just because it is unusual.
Many people go on holiday to rest and enjoy themselves.
They want to lie on the beach and read books during the day,
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and then eat good food in restaurants in the evening. But these
days, more and more people prefer activity holidays – holidays
with sports and other exciting things to do.
One of the oldest kinds of activity holiday is skiing, and it is
still very popular with millions of people. The most popular
countries for skiing holidays in Europe are France, Switzerland, Austria, Italy, and Andorra. There are also ski resorts
in the USA, Canada, Japan, and South America. There are special activity holidays for a lot of different sports, such as sailing, scuba-diving, and walking. But some people want more
than this – they want adventure!
Tourist attractions are places that tourists want to visit because they are interesting, beautiful, or exciting. There are
natural tourist attractions, like wonderful mountains, lakes,
and rivers. Millions of tourists travel to other countries each
year to enjoy places like these. Then there are man-made
attractions – theme parks, castles, and buildings of all kinds.
Tourists visit Athens and Rome to see buildings from thousands of years ago. In fact, the six most popular theme parks
in the world are all part of the Disney company.
Globetrotting is a very important business for many countries and it is getting bigger all the time. It gives work to millions of people and some people believe that it is the biggest
industry in the world today. The tourist industry gives tourists everything that they want and need during their visits: hotels, restaurants, airports, theatres, etc. When tourists visit
places in their own country, this is called domestic tourism.
When they visit other countries, this is international tourism.
Most countries in the world want more tourists to visit their
towns and tourist attractions. Some kinds of tourist attractions
bring tourists to a town or country for only a few days or weeks.
The Olympic Games and the Football World Cup are two examples. Thousands of people travel to a country to watch these,
so they are very important for the economy. Firstly, this is because there are a lot of advantages to tourism. Secondly, tourism brings jobs. In the European Union, for example, 22.1 million jobs exist because of tourism. Thirdly, tourism brings money
too. Tourists go shopping and they spend money in hotels
and restaurants. Sometimes there is a special tax – money that
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you pay the government – just for tourists. In some Caribbean
countries, the tourist industry is more than 20 per cent of the
economy.
Furthermore, tourists also need facilities – hotels, restaurants, shops, theatres and cinemas. They need roads, railways
and buses. All of these things help local businesses, and local
people can use the facilities, too.
2b. Answer the questions.

1. How is tourism different from other kinds of travelling?
2. What have you learnt about package holidays?
3. What tourist attractions are popular nowadays?
4. Why is tourism so important for many countries?
2c. How many parts can the text be divided into? Prove your idea.
Analyze the underlined words. What functions do they have?
3a. Look through the scheme and use the appropriate linking word
to complete the sentences.

To list points

Firstly, to begin with, in the first
place, secondly, then, furthermore, finally, last

To make concessions

Although, while, in spite of / despite (the fact that), so

To add emphasis

Especially, in particular, particularly

To express your
opinion

I feel, I believe, I am convinced,
I am sure…

To make suggestions

I suggest, I recommend, it would
be a good idea to …

To express cause and
effect

In this way, in order to, so that,
so as to, as a result

To introduce examples / reasons /
results

For example / instance; such as,
like, therefore, for this reason,
because; as, since, as a result
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To introduce
conclusion

In conclusion, to sum up, all in
all, finally, taking into consideration / account

Nowadays, people have more money and free time than they
had and spend their holidays in various ways. Package tours
are very popular, (1) … there are many travel agencies which
provide us with varied package tours. When you go to a travel
agent and choose a tour, everything will be arranged including
hotels, transport, and food. It is terribly handy, isn’t it?
A package tour enables people when they don’t speak the language
well in the country they are visiting to go abroad easily. (2) …
if you really want to know the true charm of the country, it will
be very difficult to have it in the package tour for two reasons.
(3) …, the package tour is so well organized that everything
should go just as we expect, in other words it could be boring.
(4) …, if we choose the package tour, we don’t have to make
a deliberate effort to get to know the place, which means that
there are few opportunities to talk to local people. A tour
on which we have enough time to talk to them will be something
pleasant to look back on, (5) … . (6) …, as far as I am concerned,
the most important thing is to be open-minded when you visit
somewhere. It doesn’t matter whether you take a package tour,
so long as you can travel. Most strangers will be as friendly
as you are because they are curious about you too. (7) … this
means that package tours can have the same effect as travelling by yourself.
3b. Speak about your favourite type of tourist break. Arrange your
arguments logically, use linking words.

LESSON 3: EAST OR WEST – HOME IS BEST?
Communicative area: speaking about tourism in Belarus
Grammar: gerund
1a. Teenagers from different countries are sharing their opinion
about the places they’d like to visit. Find out the countries they are
from and the places they want to visit.
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Becky: Would I like to live here? I really haven’t thought
about it. The Australians are very hospitable and much friendlier than the British. After two weeks I understood why Australia is called “the lucky country”. One reason is that the
weather is so good. Thanks to warm sunny weather you can
spend all the time outdoors. What a good chance one can have
to look sunburned, to enjoy sunbathing, and watersports. Well,
Australia is a great place to live.
Tom: I think it doesn’t matter much what country it might
be. Being a typical Dutch I’m dreaming of living in a home on a
green hillside within a 10-minute walk of a broad white sand
beach or a nearby river. I’d like to have a lot of horses, a fertile
farmland, and a good climate for growing a variety of fruits
and vegetables. But if I happen to change my mind, I know,
I can move to any state. Because it’s a vast country with various climates, landscapes, and possibilities where you can
always find a place to your liking.
Helen: I don’t want to live anywhere else but in Belarus.
I was born here and I’m not going to leave it. But a lot of countries attract me as a traveller. I’ve read much about European
countries and I finally set my eyes on Spain. Firstly, I like its
climate, hot and dry. Another reason for my choice is Spanish
food. A lot of exotic fruits that I have never seen in Belarus
grow there. But what attracts me most of all to Spain?
Of course, people. I think Spanish and Belarussian people have
much in common. I hope my dream will come true some day,
but it will be only a visit, I’m not going to live there. East
or West, home is best. I can’t imagine my life in another country without my friends, native language, national food …
1b. What are the teenagers’ reasons for living in these places? What
arguments do they give? Which of the arguments are the most
convincing? Why?

First of all, … likes … because …
Another reason for …’s choice is …
… attracts … most of all because …
1c. Name three places you would like to live in and write three
reasons for it. Share your plans with your partners.
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2a. Look through the mail. Who is going to Belarus and why? Where
is he going to stay?

To: Yan
Topic: Visit to Belarus
Hello, Yan!
We’ve been pen-pals for so long and
every summer you suggest visiting Belarus but I always find something important to do. This year I hope is going
to be different. My neighbour, an icehockey fan, returned from Minsk immensely impressed. The World Ice Hockey Championship amazed
him. He dreams of coming back to Belarus to explore
its beauty and he has already bought a package tour.
My parents decided we should also go but they are
looking for a self-catering option. Could you please
help us with renting an apartment in Minsk for
a week? We would also want to enjoy the nature.
Looking forward to getting your advice,
Yours Paul

To: Paul
Topic: Visit to Belarus
Dear Paul,
I am so glad! Your coming here is very desirable.
I don’t see the reason for staying somewhere else. I insist
upon staying with us. So, there is no need for renting
an apartment. I will plan your trip, if you wish, but I’d
like to know your preferences. Look through the advertisements enclosed and make your choice.
Waiting for you,
Yours Yan

2b. Look through the mail again, analyze the underlined verb
forms.
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3. Study the advertisements enclosed to Yan’s letter. Which place
would you like to go to? What would you recommend to Paul? Give
reasons using gerundial constructions. See the Grammar Reference.

Drive to Korobchitsy tourist complex,
12 km away from Grodno. It is 16-hectare territory styled as a Belarusian estate
of the 19th century with its beautiful
landscapes, great and little ponds, historical buildings. Here you can feel the
atmosphere of those times, and the innocence of nature. During the sightseeing tour you will see the
forge, the house of a woodcarver, a Gipsy van, beautiful summer houses, and open-air cages (horses, ponies, ostriches, deer,
nutrias, peacocks, pheasants, wild boars…). You will have the
chance to take excellent pictures and have a good rest drinking
a cup of tea or coffee at the restaurant “The Castle of Zevana”
with its fountains, glass painting, chimney…
Recreation tourist complex “Braslav
Lakes” is situated in the picturesque
place of Belarus on the lake bank of the
Drivyaty, 5 km away from Braslav town,
one of the most popular tourist centers
of Belarus. The complex can accommodate up to 250 guests at once. There is a
two-story sleeping building and separate wooden cottages.
There are twin, triple, and four berth rooms.
Among the services offered are basketball and volleyball
grounds, a dining room (two halls, 300 seats), a parking lot,
a spa complex, a sport hall, sheltered summer open-air halls,
equipped picnic grounds, bars.
Tourist complex Naroch TK is located on the bank of Lake
Naroch on the territory of National Park Narochansky. The
lake is diverse, scenic, surprisingly clean, unique and filled with
rich wildlife. The guest houses offer accomodation from apartments to cottages.
This location offers a variety of options
to suit every traveller’s taste. Services
include a swimming pool, jacuzzi, sauna,
billiards, table tennis, sports grounds,
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equipment rental, beach access, shops, and bars. One can also
get various medical treatments like massage, electrotherapy,
phototherapy, aerosol therapy, etc.
4. Write an advertisement about your native place or any place
in your country. Show advantages of living there. Use the expressions
in the box:

be worth, enjoy, avoid, mind feel like,
can’t help, get used to, insist on,
go on, be interested in, suggest

+ gerund

LESSON 4: POPULAR DESTINATIONS
Communicative area: speaking about public transport systems
Active vocabulary: to overwhelm, congestion, a monthly pass
Grammar: gerund and inﬁnitive
1. Look at the pictures. Have you visited these European
capitals? Match the pictures with the names of the cities. Prove
your choice.
2

1

4

3

5

A. VIENNA
B. BERLIN
E. STOCKHOLM

C. ATHENS

D. LONDON
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2a. Read about the public transport systems in these European
capitals. What means of transport are popular there?
2b. Read the article again. Choose from the sentences A – H the one
which ﬁts each gap (1–7). There’s one extra sentence.

A. Getting there means choosing between an efficient underground system or being stuck in traffic jams for much
of the journey.
B. Most city dwellers bought a second car.
C. The ring road was opposed by environmentalists but has
turned out to be / being a great success.
D. Many of the city’s highways are blocked off to allow / allowing construction work to go ahead.
E. Predictably, private cars were found to be the main source
of pollution.
F. Half the money is provided by the government, the remainder comes from fares.
G. Above ground, Londoners are not doing much better.
H.It will certainly be the most modern.
A. VIENNA
Although Vienna already has a superb public transport system,
work has begun on planning to divert traffic away from the
streets of the city. Key plans include building a new and
improved motorway, rail links, and a city ring road. Within
the city, 30 kilometers of underground lines will be added
to the Metro over the next ten years. At present, millions
of Euros are poured into Vienna’s public transport system
every year. (1) ... The underground links well with the extensive tram lines and bus routes. There are already 500 kms
of cycle paths, although Viennese cyclists grumble at deep potholes in the paths.
B. BERLIN
Huge building sites, large-scale repairs of roads, and the reconnection of the two halves of the city have all combined to make
Berlin a difficult place to move about in. (2) ... Several of the
underground and cross-town railway stations are closed down
for renovation. For car drivers, the worst problem is trying “to
get to / getting the other side” – to move from east to west
or vice versa. There are simply not enough roads to meet the
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demand. The good news is that all this inconvenience is for
a good cause. When all the building and rebuilding is finished,
Berlin’s commuters will have one of Europe’s most efficient
traffic systems. (3) ... At present, the “Green Wave” guarantees the free flow of traffic along the city’s main streets: drivers who keep to 50 km can hit a wave of green lights and avoid
getting / to get stuck in traffic.
C. ATHENS
The Greek metropolis was confirmed as Europe’s most polluted
city this week. (4) ... Given the city’s poor public transport,
cars are overwhelmingly the main means of transport chosen
by most Athenians. Unfortunately, it is a choice to which Athens is particularly ill-suited, with its high buildings, narrow
streets, and a single ring road which forces most vehicles to enter / entering the city center at some point along their journey.
The most drastic of a series of measures – banning odd or even
number-plated cars from the city center on alternate working
days – has failed to solve / solving the problem. (5) ... The government has also begun to invest / investing heavily in public
transport and, after long delays, is now building the city’s first
underground metro system.
D. LONDON
For a nation which once prided itself on building roads and
railways for others, transport in the capital is in a worrying
state. Today, the world’s oldest Tube (the first section was
opened in 1863) still boasts 735 million passenger journeys
a year. But it is widely regarded as over-priced, inefficient and
in need of extensive repair. (6) ... The worsening of public services has brought an increase in private transport. The subsequent congestion on the capital’s streets was made worse when
cars were banned from the City, London’s financial center,
to follow / following bomb attacks.
E. STOCKHOLM
It is ten kilometers from my house in the Stockholm suburbs
to the office in the city center where I work. (7) ... For me, public transport wins hands down. If I leave home just before eight
o’clock, I’m at the office by half past eight. The train runs every three minutes or so at peak times on the main routes. Dur-
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ing the rush hour it can be difficult to get a seat, but it’s rare
to be crammed in like sardines, as in London or Paris. For the
price of a monthly pass, you can travel on all buses and trains
within Stockholm – to me that is true value for money and certainly less than the cost of the petrol you would use. By comparison, driving to work, with the congestion and difficulty
to find / finding a parking space, is just not worth to hassle.
2c. Explain the choice of the verbals. Consult the Grammar Reference.
3. Find words in the text that mean:












make something change direction (A.)
connections (A.)
repairs, improvement (B.)
people who travel long distances to and from work (B.)
severe, dramatic (C.)
putting money into a project (C.)
heavy traffic that blocks the roads (D.)
forbidden (D.)
areas on the edge of a town or city (E.)
pushed into a small space (E.)

4a. For questions 1–10, choose from the cities A–E. Some of the
cities may be used more than twice. When more than one answer
is required, these may be given in any order.

Which city or cities:
1) does not have an underground system yet?
2) has good facilities for cyclists?
3) has a cheap and efficient railway service?
4) has an expensive underground system?
5) is planning to improve its rail services?
6) had better bus services in the past?
7) has serious parking problems?
8) has tried to limit the number of cars in the city center?
9) has increased in size recently?
10) has unsuitable roads for cars?
4b. Which of these cities would you recommended to visit?

to your parents / to theater goers / to a family with little
kids / to young historians / to your classmates
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LESSON 5: THEY TRAVEL THE WORLD
Communicative area: speaking about exchange programmes,
writing an application letter
Active vocabulary: to bridge a gap, exposure, applicant, apply,
adapt
Grammar: linking words and phrases
1. Look at the photo. Who do you think
these teenagers are? What countries could
they be from?
2a. Read the following stories and give
them titles. Then answer the questions.

– Why do you think these teenagers pack their bags?
– Do you think it is interesting to talk to them? Why?
– What problems do you think they might come across?
– Why will the students remember their experience forever?
From Europe to Australia, Africa to Asia, these teenagers pack
their bags, say goodbye to friends and family, then they sit on a
plane for hours to arrive in a country they have probably only
read about or seen on TV. Have you ever sat down and talked
to these people? Asked them where they’ve been and what
they’ve seen? Have you ever wondered what it would be like
to be in their shoes? Having been in their situation myself,
I know what it feels like. Imagine waking up one day in a country that you’ve never been to, don’t know the language, and
know no one there. It is an incredible experience, and something that these students will remember forever.
– Did the people know much about Belarus before the programme?
– What has the programme changed in he author’s life?
– What impact did the programme have on their little daughters?
– How did the programme influence their Belarusian daughter’s life?
Before our experience with the exchange programme, the only
feelings we had toward Belarus and its people were “cold war”
related. The programme allowed us to break the stereotypes,
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to begin to put names and face to a country that during our
childhood was our enemy. We have two daughters, Mallory and
Amanda. They are four and seven. Our daughters learn things
about Belarus through their elder sister’s eyes. To this day,
when we see something on the news about Belarus, Amanda,
our youngest says, “That’s where Katya lives.” We know
we had an impact on our Belarusian daughter’s life that will
never go away: while here, she was exposed to art and started
drawing in school. She said she had really never had an opportunity to learn drawing before. For better or worse, that exposure
to art at school may have changed her life. When she went
home, we were so sad – we loved her just as one of our own. She
will always be welcome in our home. There will always be a little
part of our hearts missing, because we sent it back to Belarus.
2b. Match expressions with the closest meaning.

1) to break the stereotypes
2) to bridge a gap
3) applicant
4) to apply for the programme
5) to apply the knowledge
6) to adapt to
7) exposure to art
8) to be nominated for the
programme

a) to improve understanding
between the countries
b) to get accustomed to
c) to ask to participate in the
programme
d) someone who wants to participate
e) to use the knowledge
f) the effect of art
g) to be offered the chance
to participate in the programme
h) to change existing images

2c. Discuss in pairs how students can beneﬁt from exchange
programmes.

– What are the goals of the exchange programmes for secondary school students?
– What does a person need in order to be a successful candidate?
– What are the reasons for the success of the exchange programmes?
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– What are the major problems exchange students have?
– What impact have the programmes had on individuals,
on the community, on the countries involved?
3a. Read part of the letter of an applicant who was accepted for an
exchange programme. Decide what makes the letter successful.
Structure of Letter –
Statement of Purpose

Dear Sir / Madam,
I would like to apply for the Students’ Exchange Programme. There
are several reasons why I am applying.

Opening paragraph
State your reasons
There are several
reasons why I want
to take part in …
I’ve decided to participate in …

Firstly, I am very interested in
Britain, its culture, history, and people. The programme will provide me
with a good opportunity to compare
what I already know about Britain
with what the nation is really like.
I think British society is very effective in many areas: the governmental
institutions are transparent, the industry is well developed, the living
standards are high, and the people
have a say in the future. I want to understand how Great Britain has
achieved all this and bring this knowledge back to Belarus and apply it here.
I strongly believe my generation can
do a lot for my country.
Secondly, Britain is very multicultural – diversity is a common feature of your nation. A group photograph of the people living in your
country will be like a patchwork, with
different looking people!

Middle paragraph(s)
Give supporting evidence and add further
reasons.
In the first place…
Firstly …
To begin with …
Secondly …
Thirdly…
Finally …
In addition …
Also …
Besides …
Furthermore …
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I am sure student exchanges can
bridge the gap between our nations
and make all of us better people.
Closing paragraph
Sum up
In conclusion…
To sum it up…

To sum up, when I am back I will
have my own impressions and image
of Great Britain, my own personal
experience, which when shared with
my friends here in Belarus, will promote a better understanding of the
cultures involved and will make the
world a little safer.
Yours sincerely,
Helen Gubko

3b. Imagine you are taking part in a competition to get a grant for
an exchange programme with Britain. Write your application letter
explaining why you want to participate in the programme. Follow the
structure given alongside the sample letter.

LESSON 6: PLANNING A TRIP
Communicative area: persuading, agreeing and disagreeing
on choosing a tour
Grammar: gerund and inﬁnitive
1a. Look at the pictures of places where tourists like to go when
they are in Britain. Which of them would you like to go and why?
Birmingham

Scotland

Lancashire
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Northern Ireland

Wales

1b.  Listen to the viewpoints of some local residents and match
them with the places.
1c.

 Listen again. Write down the most interesting arguments.

1d. You are planning to go somewhere with your friend. You want
to visit one place and your friend another one. Try to persuade him /
her to change his / her mind. Give your reasons. Make up a dialogue.

I think we should go … because … .
We can … there.
More than that it is famous for its … .
I’m sure you’ll like it and … .
2. You and your friend are going to Mexico and you have to share
a suitcase. There is only enough room for ﬁve items from those
in the pictures. In pairs decide which ﬁve you will need to pack. Use
phrases:

Persuading
– Surely the most sensible thing would be …
– I really think it would be a pity if we didn’t …
– It’s vital / important that…
– I really think we should …
Agreeing
– You are probably right.
– Let’s do that!
– That is a nice idea.
– We could always …
Disagreeing
– It’s no good / no use …
– I can’t see the / any point in …
– No way!
Model: – I really think we should take the camera with us.
– That is a wonderful idea. I’m sure we’ll want to take
lots of pictures.
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3a. Role play the dialogue, use the correct verbal, explain your
choice.

Mark: Are we going to have a holiday this year?
Val: Didn’t we all decide to spend / spending our holidays on a
Greek island?
Mark: Lovely. I enjoy to lie / lying on the beach. I might manage to get a suntan.
Vick: I’d love a holiday. I can’t wait to leave / leaving this place
behind.
Emma: I don’t fancy to stay / staying in one place all the time.
I really dislike to sit / sitting on the beach all day.
Val: Well, I don’t mind to tour / touring around somewhere.
Emma: Mark, you promised to go / going to Scotland with me.
We were planning to hire / hiring a car.
Mark: Scotland? Are you sure? But I couldn’t face driving all
the time.
Jessica: I’m afraid I can’t afford to spend / spending too much
money.
Andrew: And I can’t justify taking all that time off from
my studies.
3b. Comment on people’s preferences. What do you agree on?
4a. Complete the dialogue. Compare your variant with your partner’s
one.

Agent: Hello, can I help you?
Client: … .
Agent: What country and region would you prefer?
Client: I have not decided yet. ...?
Agent: It is the matter of money. We have both expensive and
cheap tours.
Client: It does not matter. I have enough money.
Agent: We can recommend a special tour to ... .
Client: Can you show me the catalogues?
Agent: Here you are. You will board a Lufthansa plane at Minsk
Airport, and then change planes in Frankfurt. Unfortunately there is no direct flight from Minsk. What class
would you like – tourist or first?
Client: I prefer … .
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Agent: Here is your ticket, luggage card and insurance. What
hotels do you prefer?
Client: … .
Agent: O.K. $1800 please. Bon voyage.
4b. Make up a similar dialogue with your partner.

LESSON 7: TRAVELLING BY AIR
Communicative area: giving advice on how travel abroad
Active vocabulary: to check in, to check on, to check out, to check
off, to check over, hand luggage, boarding pass, the customs
1a. Have you ever travelled abroad by plane? Which of the following
did you have to do and in what order?

check in your luggage buy a ticket
get a boarding pass
visit a duty-free shop
go through Passport Control
go through Customs
1b. Read the dialogue. Where are the speakers?

A: Good morning, can I have your ticket and your passport,
please?
B: Sure, here you are.
A: Thank you. Would you like an aisle or a window seat?
B: Aisle seat, please.
A: OK, and how many pieces of luggage are you checking in?
B: Just one suitcase.
A: Can you put it on the conveyor belt to be weighed, please.
B: Sure! I hope it’s not too heavy!
A: No, it’s fine! Did you pack your bag yourself, sir?
B: Yes, I did.
A: Now this is important. Could you have a look at this sign,
please? Are you carrying any of these items in your hand
luggage?
B: Err … let’s see … no, none.
A: OK, that’s fine. Here is your boarding pass. Boarding is at
gate thirty-four at 2:15. Enjoy your flight!
B: Thanks a lot. Bye.
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to check in – to report one’s arrival at a hotel desk, an airport, etc.
to check on – to confirm, to verify
to check out – to leave the hotel after paying the bill
to check over – to inspect, to analyze
to check off – to underline, to emphasize; to mark
1c. In which order is the passenger told the following? Number the
phrases below from 1 to 6. Then, in pairs, read out the dialogue.

a) where / when to board?
b) who packed his bags?
c) to hand over his travel documents?
d) to say whether he is carrying any forbidden items?
e) how much luggage he has?
f) where to put his suitcase?
2. Match the words to make collocations. Where can you ﬁnd all
these things? Use the collocations in sentences of your own.

1) check-in
2) baggage
3) departure
4) departures
5) duty-free
6) conveyor
7) passport

a) lounge / gate
b) desk
c) board
d) re-claim
e) shop
f) control
g) belt

3a. Here are the pictures of six people. At the airport their suitcases
were mixed up. Help them ﬁnd their luggage. Match the pictures
with the suitcases. Prove your choice.
1

a) a lot of make-up, a dressing gown, sunglasses,
four dresses, two pairs
of high-heeled shoes,
jewellery, a bottle of
perfume, a credit card

Ann Brown, 65,
romantic novelist
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2

Helen, 23,
a student

4

3

b) sweets, T-shirts,
underwear, trainers, jeans, pocket
money, a ball
Brenda, 45,
an actress

5

Mr. Tailor, 76,
a fisherman

c) a penknife, a pair of
walking boots, a clock,
a towel, socks, a sweater, a fishing road

d) laptop, a photo album,
a dress, a pair of gloves,
a scarf, a dressing gown

e) a guitar, sunglasses,
jeans, a passport, T-shirts,
trainers, posters, money

Sam, 32,
a rock singer

6

Billy, 6,
a schoolboy

f) a camera, a swimming
suit, sunglasses, a passport, money, a phrase
book

3b. What can you advise to people whose luggage was lost at the
airport?
4a.  Listen to the dialogue at the customs counter. What is the
woman’s purpose of travelling? Is this her ﬁrst visit to the country?
4b. Read the dialogue, choose the correct preposition, ﬁll in the
gaps with the most suitable word.

Customs Officer: Next. Uh, your (1) … please.
Woman: Okay.
Customs Officer: Uh, what is the purpose of your (2) …?
Woman: I’m here to (3) … a teaching convention for the first
part of my trip, and then I plan on / – touring the capital
for a few days.
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Customs Officer: And where will you be staying?
Woman: I’ll be staying in / at a room in / at a hotel (4) … for
the entire week.
Customs Officer: And uh, what do you have in / at your (5) …?
Woman: Uh, well, just, just my (6) … belongings, um, …
clothes, a few books, and a CD player.
Customs Officer: Okay. Uh, please open your bag.
Woman: Sure.
Customs Officer: Okay … Everything’s fine. Uh, by the way,
is this your first visit to (7) …?
Woman: Well, yes and no. Actually, I was born here when
my (8) … were working in / at the capital many years ago,
but this is my first trip back (9) … then.
Customs Officer: Well, (10) … your trip.
Woman: Thanks.
4c.

 Listen to the dialogue and check yourself.

4d. Choose the right answer to the questions.

1. What is the purpose of the woman’s visit?
a) business;
b) pleasure;
c) business and pleasure
2. Where will the woman stay during her trip?
a) at a friend’s home; b) at a hotel;
c) at a university dormitory
3. About how long will the woman be in the country?
a) one or two days;
b) three or four days;
c) more than four days
4. What things are in the woman’s luggage?
a) clothing, computer, and books;
b) CD player, clothing, and books;
c) books, gifts and computer.
5. What other information do we learn about the woman?
a) Her parents are on the same trip.
b) She enjoys travelling to different countries.
c) She was born in that country.
5. Do you know how to behave at the customs counter? Explain the
procedure to your groupmates.
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EXAM BITESIZE
I. Reading
1. Read the article and say in 2–3 sentences what it is about.

A Holiday Incident
It happened while Harris and his wife were riding through
Holland during their holidays. They were riding on one
of those bicycles for two people, what they call a tandem bicycle. The road was very stony and without turning his head,
Harris said to his wife, “Hold on!”
But Mrs Harris thought he told her to jump off, so she
jumped off, and Harris went on, not knowing that she was
no longer behind him.
At first she thought he wanted to go up the hill alone
to show what a fine cyclist he was. But when she saw him pass
the top of the hill without stopping, she was surprised, then
angry, and at last worried. She shouted but he went on and
never turned his head. She sat down and began to cry. She
had no money and did not know the Dutch language.
At this time, Harris continued on his way with much enjoyment. It seemed to him that he had suddenly become stronger and in every way a better cyclist.
He decided to show his wife how fast he could go.
He turned his head and looked behind him; but there was nobody there. He jumped off and looked back up the road; there
was nobody there. He got on the bicycle and rode back up the
hill as fast as he could. On the way he met two women and
asked if they had seen his wife. They asked him how she was
dressed, but he could not remember. The young women told
him to go to the police station in the next town.
The police told him to write down a full description of his
wife and when and where he had lost her. Then they began
to ask several questions: Was she really his wife? Had he really lost her? Why had he lost her? But they didn’t refuse
to help him, and in the evening they brought his wife to him.
The meeting was not very pleasant for Harris.
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2. Read aloud the extract which says what Mr Harris’s wife did after
jumping off the bike.
3. What did Mr Harris do to ﬁnd his wife?
4. Why wasn’t the meeting very pleasant for Mr Harris?

II. Listening
 Listen to the programme and answer the questions.
1. What doesn’t Betty like about Scotland?
2. What does Mrs Baxter enjoy doing when she is on holiday?
3. Why is Betty dreaming of going somewhere sunny?

III. Speaking
Let’s talk about travelling and tourism.

1. Speak about the type of tourism you prefer.
2. Do you agree that travelling with friends is much more
interesting than travelling with parents? Why?
3. Imagine you are going to another country on holiday.
What questions would you ask at a travel agency about the
place, the accommodation, the transport?
4. Give advice to your friend on how to spend summer holiday and where to go.
5. Have you ever travelled abroad? If yes, speak about
your trip. If no, speak about the trip you’d like to have.
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UNIT 9
AUSTRALIA
LESSON 1: THE LAND DOWN UNDER
Communicative area: talking about Australia
Active vocabulary: indigenous, convict, a penal colony, the outback,
marsupial
Active grammar: articles
1a. Discuss with your partner: what are your associations with
Australia? What does the title of the Lesson mean? Compare your
answers with other pairs.

1b. Make a list of the facts you know about Australia. Who has the
longest list?
1c. Read the following quotes about Australia. Say which of them
reﬂect your ideas of the country. What do they reveal about Australia?
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Never before in human history, has a new ‘culture / nation’
established itself and flourished; so quickly (200 years), so far
from its point of origin. – B. Courteney
It has more things that will kill you than anywhere else.
Of the world’s ten most poisonous snakes, all are Australian. –
B. Bryson
To win in Australia, for me, has to be the ultimate success
because the Aussies live for sport. – I. Botham
2. Match the words with their deﬁnitions below. Then, say which
of them are associated with Australia for you.

species
convict

emu
refugee

the outback
indigenous
penal
marsupial
flat

a. any Australian animal that carries its young in a pocket
of skin (called a pouch) on the mother’s stomach.
b. a person who has been forced to leave their country
or home, because there is a war or for political, religious
or social reasons
c. the area of Australia that is a long way from the coast and
the towns, where few people live
d. belonging to a particular place rather than coming to it
from somewhere else, synonym – native
e. (of land) without any mountains or hills
f. connected with or used for punishment, especially by law
g. a person who has been found guilty of a crime and sent
to prison
h. a large Australian bird that can run fast but cannot fly
i. a group of animals or plants that are similar and can produce young animals or plants
3a. Do the following quiz in groups.

1. The official name of Australia is … .
a) the Federation of Australian states
b) the Commonwealth of Australia
c) the Republic of Australia
2. The name ‘Australia’ comes from … .
a) the Latin word meaning ‘southern’
216

Правообладатель Вышэйшая школа

b) from the Latin word meaning ‘star’
c) from the Latin word meaning ‘far away’
3. Which of these territories are / is not part of Australia?
a) Wales
b) Tasmania
c) Victoria
4. The capital of Australia is … .
a) Melbourne
b) Canberra
c) Sydney
5. Which of the following statements is / are true?
a) Australia is the hottest continent.
b) Australia is the most inhabited continent.
c) Australia is the flattest continent.
d) Australians celebrate Christmas in summer.
6. Australia is … largest country in the world.
a) the fifth
b) the sixth
c) the fourth
7. The highest point of Australia is 2,228 m high, it is … .
a) Mountain Kosciuszko
b) Queensland Mountain
c) Ayers Rock
8. The first European discoverers of Australia were … .
a) Portuguese
b) British
c) Dutch
9. Australia was developed at first as a British … .
a) penal colony
b) colony for political refugees
c) colony for the poor
10. There are about … species of the kangaroo.
a) 40
b) 50
c) 10
11. Australia leads the world in the production of … .
a) silk
b) wool
c) leather
12. Australia was called ‘the land of …’ by one of the early
navigators.
a) parrots
b) poisonous snakes
c) marsupials
3b.  Listen to an educational radio programme about Australia
and check your answers.
3c.  Complete the extracts from the programme with the given
ﬁgures. Listen to the second extract from the programme to check.

16th

10

86

23

17.7

1.5
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Of Australia’s (a) … million inhabitants, about (b) … percent were born elsewhere, and (c) … percent are of aboriginal
descent. Over (d) ... percent of Australia’s people live in cities,
yet only (e) … percent of its area is cultivated. Australia enjoys
one of the world’s highest standards of living – it is the (f) …
among the industrialized nations.
4a. Look at the underlined examples 1–12 in the sentences. Match
them with the rules for the use of articles (a, an, the) a–k. Some rules
have more than one example.

(1) Australia contains six states.
It is (2) the smallest and least populated of the inhabited
continents.
Australia is (3) an island continent and also (4) the only continent occupied by a single nation.
Originally (5) the United Kingdom didn’t see the benefits
of Australia’s exploration.
It lies south of (6) the equator, ‘below’ many other countries
on (7) the globe.
When (8) the Dutch explored (9) the area they named
it Nova Hollandicus or New Holland.
The Dutch are known to have explored the coastal regions
in (10) the 1640s.
(11) Isolation also allowed for the development of strange
birds.
Transportation of (12) convicts to the eastern colonies was
abolished in 1852.
a) No article is used with uncountable nouns.
b) A and an are used with singular countable nouns mentioned for the first time often modified by a descriptive
adjective.
c) The is used when it’s clear who or what we are referring to.
d) No article is used with countable nouns in the plural.
e) The is used with nouns modified by superlative adjectives.
f) No article is used with names, including names of countries.
g) The is used with names of countries which include the words
republic, kingdom, states, commonwealth, federation.
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h) The is used with nouns modified by the words same, very,
only.
i) The is used with nationalities.
j) The is used with things that are unique.
k) The is used with decades.
4b. Complete the sentences below with articles a, an, the where
necessary.

The country is officially called (1) … Commonwealth of Australia. Canberra is (2) … capital of (3) … country. It is roughly half
way between (4) … two largest cities Melbourne and Sydney.
Australia is (5) … driest continent on earth. (6) … geography of the country is extremely diverse, ranging from (7) …
snow-capped mountains of the Australian Alps and Tasmania
to (8) … large deserts, tropical and temperate forests.
Although Australia is (9) … small continent, it is (10) … sixth
largest country in the world: only (11) … Russia, Canada, (12) …
United States, China, and Brazil have larger areas. Australia
leads the world in (13) … wool production and coal exports.
Among Australia’s marsupials are (14) … grazing animals,
tree climbers, amphibians, earth burrowers, and the counterparts of (15) … cats and dogs, and (16) … rats and mice.
5a. Complete the following questions with the right auxiliary verb
if necessary. Ask and answer the questions in pairs.

a) Who (…) the first immigrants to the land down under?
When (…) they begin to arrive on the continent?
b) Who (…) claimed Australia for Britain?
c) Why (…) Australia named ‘the land down under’?
d) How many sentences with superlative adjectives about
Australia (…) you make?
e) What (…) makes Australia a unique country?
f) When (…) Australian indigenous people migrate to the
continent?
g) What states (…) the country consist of?
h) How (…) the Australian population distributed on the
continent?
i) What (…) peculiar about Australian flora and fauna?
j) What species of birds and animals (…) live in Australia?
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5b. Write ﬁve other questions about Australia for your classmates
to answer.

LESSON 2: NATION’S PRIDE
Communicative area: discussing a national holiday
Active vocabulary: to commemorate, to serve, service, mateship,
glorious, national identity
Grammar revision: passive forms
1. Look through the following list of Australian national public
holidays. Which of them are familiar to you? What is celebrated
or remembered on these nowadays? Which of the holidays are
celebrated only in Australia?

New Year’s Day
Australia Day
Good Friday
Easter Monday Anzac Day
Christmas Day Boxing Day
2a. Read the article about the history of Anzac Day. Why does Anzac
Day have such signiﬁcant importance for Australians?

Anzac Day is one of Australia’s
most important national occasions. It commemorates the
landing of Australian and New
Zealand troops at Gallipoli,
Turkey, on 25 April 1915. It
was the first major military
action fought by Australian
and New Zealand Army Corps
(ANZAC) during the First World War.
In 1917, the word ANZAC meant someone who fought
at Gallipoli and later it came to mean any Australian or New
Zealander who fought or served in the First World War. Today Anzac Day goes beyond the anniversary of the landing
on Gallipoli in 1915. It is the day on which Australians remember those who served and died in all wars, conflicts, and peacekeeping operations. The spirit of Anzac, with its human qualities of courage, mateship , and sacrifice, continues to have
meaning and relevance for the sense of national identity.
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Australia and New Zealand were at war from 4 August 1914
when Britain declared war on Germany. Both Australia and
New Zealand, and other colonies and dominions of the British
Empire were allies of Britain, France, and the Russian Empire
against Germany, the Ottoman Empire, and Austria-Hungary.
Unlike the European armies of the period, the Australian Imperial Force was formed from volunteers. Most of the volunteers joined the army following the duty’s call. Others looked
for excitement or were escaping drought conditions at home.
The ANZACs landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula at dawn
on 25 April and met fierce resistance. Thousands of Australian and New Zealand men died in the hours and days that followed the landing. The military action ended with the evacuation of the ANZACs on 20 December 1915. By then, 8,141 had
been killed or died of wounds and more than 18,000 had been
wounded.
The landing at Gallipoli was seen as a story of courage and
endurance amongst death and despair in the face of poor leadership from London and unsuccessful strategies. The Gallipoli
campaign was the beginning of true Australian nationhood .
When Australia went to war in 1914, many white Australians
believed that their Commonwealth had no history, that it was
not yet a true nation, that its most glorious days were still
ahead of it. In this sense, the Gallipoli campaign was a defining
moment for Australia as a new nation.
According to Dr Frank Bongiorno, Senior Lecturer in History at the University of New England, “at Gallipoli, men from
all backgrounds and classes from the newly federated Australia created the essence of what it means to be Australian –
courage under fire, grace under pressure, giving a hand to a
mate.”
2b. Match the words below with their synonyms in the text:

to mark
great
strong
dignity
to get away from
comradeship / friendship

to be a soldier
to support
importance
determination
feeling of national identity
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2c. Work in pairs and answer the questions using the highlighted
words from the text.

1. What does Anzac Day mark? What is remembered on this
day?
2. What does ANZAC stand for?
3. Who served in ANZAC? What made people join the army?
4. Was the military operation on Gallipoli Peninsula successful? What happened?
5. What national qualities were demonstrated during that
military action?
3a. Complete the description of how Anzac Day is celebrated across
the country with the passive forms of the following verbs:

to attend, to celebrate, to hold, to include,
to observe, to place
Anzac Day (1) … Australia-wide. The national ceremony (2) …
by the Prime Minister and Governor General. It (3) … at the
Australian War memorial in Canberra. Commemorative services (4) … at dawn on 25 April, the time of the original landing, across the nation, usually at war memorials. Dawn prayer
or church services are a particularly important aspect of Anzac
Day. These represent the comradeship that the soldiers experienced as they rose each morning to prepare for another day
of military action. Initially dawn services were only attended
by veterans who followed the ritual of ‘standing to’ before two
minutes of silence (5) …, broken by the sound of a lone piper.
Later in the day, there are marches in all the major cities and
many smaller towns for families and other well wishers.
Nearly every town or suburb in Australia has a war memorial to honour war veterans. Some list just the dead, some list
those who served and returned home. Traditionally, red Flanders poppies (6) … at memorials and worn on Anzac Day.
The Australian War Memorial and Anzac Parade (7) …
in the National Heritage List in 2006.
3b. Work in pairs. Use the pictures to describe the celebration
of Anzac Day in Australia.
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4. Imagine you visited Australia on 25 April and took part in the
celebration of Anzac Day. Write a letter to a friend describing your
experience.

LESSON 3: AUSTRALIAN ICONS
Communicative area: describing national symbols and icons
1. Look at the pictures and say what they have in common. Which
of them is the Australian National Flag, the Australian Coat of Arms,
the Australian Aboriginal Flag, a poster of Australian popular icons?
1

2

3

4

2a. Complete the following descriptions of Australian national
symbols with the words given below. Use the pictures to help you.

the Southern Cross
the Union Jack
the Commonwealth Star
states
golden wattle
a shield
the kangaroo
background
The Australian National Flag has three elements on a blue
(1) … . (2) … acknowledges Australia’s historical links with the
United Kingdom. Below the Union Jack is (3) … . It has seven
points representing the unity of the six (4) … and the territo-
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ries of the Commonwealth of Australia. (5) … is shown on the
right hand side of the flag.
The Australian Coat of Arms consists of (6) … with the symbols of all the six states. (7) … and emu are the native animals
that hold it with pride. The (8) …, also found on the coat
of arms, was proclaimed the official national floral emblem
in August 1988. Above, there is the Commonwealth Star.
2b.  Listen to an interview discussing Australian national symbols.
Check your descriptions of the national ﬂag and coat of arms.
Answer the questions.

1. What does the Southern Cross symbolize?
2. Why were the kangaroo and emu chosen for the Coat
of Arms? Are they official faunal symbols of the country?
3. When was Australia’s official floral emblem chosen?
4. What are Australian national colours?
5. What do the colours of the Australian Aboriginal Flag
mean?
6. When was this flag created? Is it official?
7. How was the poster of Australian icons created?
8. What icons are depicted there?
3. Read about some popular symbols of Australia below and say
which of them is an iconic Aussie brand, iconic institution, iconic
activity, nature icon, iconic ﬁgure, arts & culture icon, iconic face?

Banjo Paterson: Who’d have guessed that a Melbourne lawyer
would turn out to be among the new nation’s best-loved poets?
His poem The Man is probably Australia’s most recited poem,
while Banjo’s story of an unlucky swagman (a person carrying
a swag or bundle of belongings) is the country’s unofficial national anthem.
The bush: Unspoiled land beyond the city with natural vegetation. The bush was something that was uniquely Australian
and very different to the European landscapes familiar to many
new immigrants. The bush was appreciated as a source of national ideals. The Australian bush has created the Australian
character.
ANZAC: Members of the Australian and New Zealand Army
Corps in World War I. Anzac Day, which falls on April 25, is a
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national holiday. Delicious biscuits (cookies), made with oats
and golden syrup, are also known as Anzacs.
Drover: A person who herds stock or sheep over a long distance.
Qantas: The name was originally an acronym for ‘Queensland
and Northern Territory Aerial Services’. Nicknamed ‘The Flying Kangaroo’, Qantas is Australia’s largest airline, and the
second oldest in the world. Founded in November 1920, it began
flying international services in May 1935.
Crocodile: This ancient survivor has become a symbol of the
Top End, the northern part of the Northern Territory in Australia.
AFL: The abbreviation stands for Australian Football
League. The first rules of Aussie rules football were published
by the Melbourne Football Club in 1859 and this is a favourite
weekend pastime for many.
4a. Distribute the following popular icons among all the students
of the group. Spend ﬁve minutes going around and telling your
groupmates of the icon you’ve got and listening to their information.
Speak to as many people as you can.

1. Digger: Originally a miner in the gold fields, now used
to refer to an Australian soldier.
2. Opera House: As Big Ben is for London and the Statue
of Liberty is for the USA, the Opera House and ‘the Bridge’ are
the harbour city’s global identifiers. It was designed by the
Danish architect Jorn Utzon and took 16 years to build. The
Sydney Opera House was completed in 1973.
3. Gum tree: another name for eucalyptus. Also offering
the only food for koalas, they are found nation-wide.
4. Merino sheep: Australia produces over a quarter of the
world’s wool, and merino fibre is recognised as being the finest.
5. Kookaburra: Australian kingfisher bird with brown and
white feathers and an almost human laugh. Once called the
‘bushman’s alarm clock’, the bird got its name from the Aboriginal ‘gugubarra’.
6. Vegemite: Sometimes referred to as Australia’s national
food. Loved by all true Aussies, Vegemite is a brown yeast extract spread on toast and sandwiches.
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7. Bushranger: An outlaw (criminal) in early colonial days.
Ned Kelly, an Australian folk hero, was one of Australia’s most
notorious bushrangers. They attracted public sympathy as they
often rebelled against authority.
8. Koala: A lovable marsupial, often mistakenly referred
to as a bear. The koala is found only in Australia where it spends
much of its time eating a special type of gum leaf and dozing
on a tree branch.
9. Surfing: Summer in Australia means long days at the
beach, where surfers can be seen riding some of the best surf
breaks around the world.
10. The boomerang: Most visitors choose Aboriginal ‘dot’
paintings, boomerangs or didgeridoos to take home as symbols
of Australia’s indigenous peoples.
11. Sydney Harbour Bridge: Sydneysiders’ beloved ‘coathanger’, as they often call the bridge. You can mount it when
in Sydney to enjoy a wonderful view over the Harbour.
12. School of the Air: Fifty years old in 2009, the School
of the Air brought education by radio (and now the Internet)
to children in the remote outback.
13. Barbeque: Men stand around it, its smell makes tummies grumble and, in summer, firing up the ‘barbie’ is the best
way to attract family and friends.
14. The picnic: It is so much loved that Australians joke:
the Aussie picnicker has learnt to live with bull-ants and bushflies.
15. Royal Flying Doctor Service: The creation of Reverend
John Flynn, it provides free emergency and medical care
to people who live, work or travel in remote and regional parts
of Australia. This non-profit organisation is the oldest and
largest airborne health service of its kind in the world.
4b. Check who the winner is. Who has talked to the biggest number
of people?
5. Take three Australian icons to your choice. Describe them saying
why they are signiﬁcant for the nation and how they characterize life
in this country.
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LESSON 4: FAIR DINKUM AUSSIE
DICTIONARY
Communicative area: describing Australian English
1. How do you understand the title of the lesson? Read the following
sentence and try to ‘translate’ it into Standard English. What
language is it?

“Whether you’re a bloke or a sheila, have a go at our Aussie lingo. In an arvo, you’ll be speaking like you’re from Down Under!”
2a. Read the following introduction to the song “Waltzing Matilda”
and say why it is considered to be the unofﬁcial national anthem
of Australia.

This is probably Australia’s most famous song, often referred to as “the unofficial national anthem”, written by
A.J. “Banjo” Paterson in 1895. In 1983 astronauts played
it from the space shuttle Columbia as it passed over Australia.
In short, it’s a song about a travelling worker who camps
near a lake and heats some water. Then he catches a sheep and
puts it in a bag. Then the sheep farmer arrives on his horse,
with three policemen. Instead of being captured and sent
to prison, the man jumps into the lake and dies. The song was
written as a response to a sheep shearer strike and intentionally uses a lot of “bush slang”, which makes it a song for the people and about the people. ‘Matilda’ is a romantic term for
a swagman’s bundle. So, ‘to waltz Matilda’ most probably
means to travel with a swag, that is, with all one’s belongings
on one’s back wrapped in a blanket or cloth.
2b.

 Listen to the song following the text.
Waltzing Matilda

Once a jolly swagman sat beside a billabong
Under the shade of a coolibah tree
And he sang as he sat and waited while his billy
boiled
“You’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me?”
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Chorus: Waltzing Matilda, waltzing Matilda
You’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me?
And he sang as he sat and he waited while his billy boiled
You’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me.
Down came a jumbuck to drink at the billabong
Up jumped the swagman and seized him with glee
And he sang as he tucked to the jumbuck in his tucker bag
“Who’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me?”
(Chorus)
Down came the stockman riding on his thoroughbred
Down came the troopers one, two, three
Where’s that jolly jumbuck you’ve got in our tucker bag
“You’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me”
(Chorus)
Up jumped the swagman and sprang into the billabong
“You’ll never take me alive,” he said
And his ghost may be heard as you pass beside that billabong
“You’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me?”
(Chorus)
2c. Match the words from the song (1–11) to their meaning (a–k).

1) billabong
2) billy
3) coolibah
4) jolly
5) jumbuck
6) Matilda
7) squatter
8) swagman
9) thoroughbred
10) trooper
11) tucker

a) blanket
b) a lake
c) a policeman
d) a pot for heating water
e) a sheep
f) a travelling worker
g) a type of eucalyptus tree
h) a type of farmer
i) an expensive horse
j) food
k) happy

3a. Read an article from the “Fair Dinkum Aussie Dictionary” and
answer the questions:

 What are the most widely known Australian words?
 What do many early Australianisms derive from?
 How can “Fair Dinkum Aussie Dictionary” help those
who travel to Australia?
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Australian English is famous for its colourful and seemingly
endless collection of terms and sayings. Some Australianisms
such as “she’ll be right, mate” and “fair dinkum” are well
known around the world, but these are just the start. Many visitors to the land Down Under have been more than a little mystified when told that “you have Buckley’s of making the next
bus to Brissie”; meaning literally that “you have no chances
of taking the next bus to Brisbane”. Many early Australianisms were words taken over by or derived from the languages
spoken by Aboriginal tribes. Thus, words such as boomerang,
billabong, kangaroo, and cockatoo soon became part of the general language (lingo) spoken by all Australians.
Australian place names of Aboriginal origin can be another
source of amazement to newcomers – especially tongue-twisters like Woolloomooloo, Mullumbimby, Wollongong and WaggaWagga.
What you are bound to encounter at some point during your
stay in the country is the popular Aussie habit of nicknaming
mates by embellishing the endings of their first names with
an “o”. For example, if your name is David, you may find yourself being called Davo; likewise, Stevens can expect to be called
Stevo. Names ending in “ie” or “y” are often transformed by a
“zza” ending. A Gary is almost invariably known as Gazza, Barry
as Bazza, Sharon as Shazza. Like all languages, Aussie English
is growing and changing with the times. And if you try to make
head or tail of the local lingo, this book, hopefully, will explain
some common ones you may encounter on your trip Down Under.
3b. Look at some of the words and expressions from the “Fair
Dinkum Aussie Dictionary” and match them with their meaning:

Aussie salute
Chrissie
Bloke
Barbie
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Fair dinkum
Mate
Cuppa

Fair go
Sheila
Oz

A chance, an equal opportunity.
A cup of tea. The Australian antidote to all problems.
A male.
A young girl or woman.
Australia.
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f. Barbecue.
g. Christmas
h. Friend, buddy. Anyone can be called so, from the Prime
Minister to the bloke next door. Also, affectionate term
for a close friend.
i. The backward and forward waving of hands before the
face to shoo away the flies.
j. True, genuine; an assertion of truth or genuineness.
The meanings of which words and expressions were easy to guess?
Why?
3c. Say the sentences in Standard English:

“What you need is a good cuppa.”
“Give us a fair go, Bruce.”
“It’s true, mate, fair dinkum.”
4. Play the “Call My Bluff” game. Divide into two teams. Each team
has three Australian English words or expressions with obscure
meaning to deﬁne. They have to provide three deﬁnitions to each
word, only one of which is correct. The other team then has to guess
which is the correct deﬁnition, the other two being “bluffs”.

Team A: lamington, cobber, barramundi.
Team B: boomer, corroboree, pommy.
Team A can find the right answers after Lesson 7, Unit 10 and
Team B – after Lesson 7, Unit 11.

LESSON 5: NOTHING LIKE AUSTRALIA
Communicative area: describing Australian natural wonders,
discussing travel opportunities there
Active vocabulary: accessible, sacred, to witness, to explore,
to experience, custodian, refuge, natural wonder
1a. Discuss the following questions with a partner.

 Are you interested in exploring natural destinations and
getting up close and personal with nature while travelling? Why (not)?
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 How would you define an adventurous traveller?
 What Australian destinations do you think such travellers would like to visit?
1b. Share your ideas with other pairs.
2a. Split into three groups. Each group reads one of the texts below
and makes an outline.

Natural Wonders of Australia
The Great Barrier Reef
Around one third of the world’s
soft coral, more than 150 species,
as well as more than 450 species
of hard coral can be found here.
Over 1,620 species of fish, 215
bird species, 30 whale and dolphin
species, and six of the world’s seven marine turtle species have been
recorded within this landscape.
The Great Barrier Reef was listed as a World Heritage Area
in 1981 as an outstanding example of a reef system, representing the major stages in the earth’s evolutionary history; as well
as for its important biological diversity.
Considered one of the wonders of the natural world, the
Great Barrier Reef National Landscape is a rich tapestry
of coral reefs and islands, which stretches for more than 2,300
kilometres. Described as the tropical rainforest of the ocean,
this living environment of extraordinary marine diversity
is the world’s largest coral reef system, so large that it can
be seen from space.
The Reef is the right place for visitors wishing to explore
this vivid labyrinth of life hidden below the surface. Along
the coastline lie some of Queensland’s most important regional
cities such as Bundaberg, Rockhampton, Mackay, Townsville
and Cairns.
Things to see and do
 Come face-to-face with the sealife and marine creatures
of the Great Barrier Reef while snorkelling or diving.
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 Be there at the right time and place to witness the spectacle of turtle hatching on the beach, whale migrations
or the annual coral spawning.
 Stay on a Great Barrier Reef island, with choices from luxury resorts to tents.
 Catch your own fish, a table fish from the reef or a game
fish from the open ocean.
 Learn about traditional Aboriginal and Torres Strait connections to their ‘sea country’.
 Go sea-kayaking around tropical islands, visiting remote
beaches and fringing reefs.

Uluru
 Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park is a dual World Heritage
Site listed for its outstanding natural and cultural values.
The traditional owners of the park are indigenous people
who refer to themselves as Anangu.
 Uluru is the world’s largest monolith. It is 3.6 kilometres
long, 2 kilometres wide, 348 metres high and 9.4 kilometres at its circumference.
 Watarrka National Park is synonymous with Kings Canyon. The Canyon sandstone walls, carved out by the elements, rise up 100 metres into a series of rocky domes.
Kings Canyon provides refuge for more than 600 species
of plants and animals.
The beauty of Australia’s Red Centre is intensified by this
landscape’s natural monuments and their spiritual power. The
Red Centre is the physical and metaphoric heart of Australia.
It comprises the World Heritage-listed Uluru and Kata Tjuta,
Alice Springs, the ancient MacDonnell Ranges, and the wonders of Watarrka. The red rock monolith of Uluru and the mysterious shapes of Kata Tjuta rise above the surrounding sand
dunes. These towering figures show
a different aspect from every angle.
The traditional custodians of
this land, the Anangu, believe the
Central Australian landscape was
created at the beginning of time by
their ancestors. Their descendants
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have been protecting these sacred lands for thousands of generations since.
A few hundred kilometres north-east of Uluru is the
Watarrka National Park, best known as the home of Kings
Canyon. Watarrka was unknown to Europeans until 1872 when
the first white man explored the area.
Alice Springs is an iconic Outback town, surrounded by a
red desert the size of Europe, and framed by the MacDonnell
Ranges. It is also the home of the Royal Flying Doctor Service –
the first aerial medical organisation of its type in the world.
Things to see and do
 Walk around the base of Uluru with an Aboriginal guide.
Follow in the footsteps of the ancestral beings and discover sacred sites.
 Marvel at the way the colours change at different times
of the day.
 Enjoy a guided walk through the Valley of the Winds
in the Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park.
 Visit the home of the Royal Flying Doctor Service and take
a radio lesson at the School of the Air.
 Take a flight over the vast panorama in a light aircraft
or hot air balloon.

Blue Mountains
 The Greater Blue Mountains are situated a 90-minute
drive from downtown Sydney.
 The region is home to the world’s rarest tree, the prehistoric Wollemi Pine, previously thought to be extinct. It is
a unique living fossil only found here and, at about 90 million years old, is one of the world’s oldest living fossils.
 The Greater Blue Mountains landscape received a World
Heritage listing in 2000.
The Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area is an accessible and beautiful wilderness. The Blue Mountains are not
as the name suggests a range of mountains, but a sandstone
plateau which shelters a rich diversity of plant and animal life.
The name comes from the bluish shade of colour the landscape
has when eucalyptus forests release warmed oils into the atmo-
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sphere and this colour is best seen
when viewed from a distance.
The Greater Blue Mountains are
home to the famous Jenolan Caves,
an ancient network of eroded limestone that forms one of the oldest
cave systems in the world. Another
natural wonder of the area are the Three Sisters, a breathtaking sight of three closely-spaced, steep-sided sandstone pillars.
Key Experiences
 Learn about the Greater Blue Mountains’ rock art on an
Aboriginal walkabout tour.
 Walk the 42 km Six Foot Track from Katoomba to the Jenolan Caves.
 Experience the view from Echo Point, with the famous
Three Sisters in the foreground and the Jamison Valley
and Mount Solitary behind.
 Climb the Giant Staircase which rises from the Jamison
Valley.
 Take a ride through sandstone cliffs and rock tunnels on
the historic Katoomba Scenic Railway, the world’s steepest according to the Guinness Book of Records.
 Explore the underground wonders of the Jenolan Caves.
 Go horse-riding through the Megalong Valley.
 Visit Koomurri Aboriginal Center.
2b. Make new groups where each student should have read
a different text. Share your information using the outline.
2c. Look at the highlighted words in the text. How do they describe
the natural wonder?
2d. Match the deﬁnitions below with the words in bold from the text:

a) something that fills you with surprise and admiration
b) that can be reached, entered, used, seen, etc.
c) connected with God or a god; considered to be holy
d) a person who takes responsibility for taking care of or
protecting something
e) to see something take place
f) to have a particular situation affect you or happen to you
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g) to travel to or around an area or a country in order to learn
about it; a place, person or thing that provides shelter
or protection for somebody / something.
3. Complete the questions with the words or their forms from ex. 2d.
Then, answer them in pairs.

1. Many people visit Australia because they are attracted
by the country’s natural … . Which natural attraction(s) would
you like to …? Why?
2. Would you like to … turtle hatching, or whale migrations, or coral spawning? Would you spend time and money
to see something with your own eyes?
3. Do you always have to travel far to … something really
magnificent or extraordinary?
4. Do you agree that people sometimes need … to hide from
stress and danger? Which of the places from above would you
chose as such a place?
5. Why are indigenous people … of the places discussed
above? What makes these places …?
6. Which of the natural wonders discussed above is easily …? Do you think it’s an advantage? Why (not)?
4. Tell each other which place(s) you would like to visit. Say what
activities you are most interested in, what you would like to witness
and to explore.
5. Write an advertisement for a trip to Australia beginning with the
words “There’s nothing like Australia”. Use the information from the
texts.

LESSON 6: TELL ME WHAT YOUR VALUES
ARE …
Communicative area: talking about role models and human values
Active vocabulary: contribute to, to stand up for, to pursue, the
common good, consistency, accountable for
1a. Discuss the title of the Lesson with a partner. How would you
ﬁnish it?
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1b. Complete the following quote of Mahatma Gandhi with the given
words:

actions

habits

thoughts

values

words

“Your beliefs become your a) …,
Your a) … become your b) …,
Your b) … become your c) …,
Your c) … become your d) …,
Your d) … become your e) …,
Your e) … become your destiny.”
Answer the questions.

How can people’s values shape their life? Name three values
that you find essential and compare them with those of the others. What values do most of you hold?
1c. Agree or disagree with the following quotes about values.

Authentic values are those by which a life can be lived, which
can form a people that produces great deeds and thoughts. –
Allan Bloom
The moment you give up your principles and your values, you
are dead, your culture is dead, your civilization is dead. –
Oriana Fallaci
Moral values, and a culture and a religion, maintaining
these values are far better than laws and regulations. – Swami Sivananda
2a. How do people acquire values? Discuss the following
possibilities and add some more.

family

school

everyday experiences

2b. Explain the idea of a role model. Can we acquire values from
them? Who can become a role model?
3a. Look through the list of values that are part of Australian Values
Education. Which of them have you mentioned?

Care and Compassion
Fair Go
Freedom
Honesty and Trustworthiness
Understanding, Tolerance and Inclusion
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Integrity
Respect
Responsibility
Doing Your Best
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3b. Read the pieces of moral advice below and say which value from
ex. 3a they are about. Think of the way these values can be revealed
in people’s actions. Guess the meaning of the words and expressions
in bold.

1. Act in accordance with principles of moral and ethical
conduct, ensure consistency between words and deeds.
2. Be honest, sincere and seek the truth.
3. Be accountable for one’s own actions, resolve differences
in constructive, non-violent and peaceful ways, contribute
to society and to civic life, take care of the environment.
4. Be aware of others and their cultures, accept diversity within a democratic society, being included, and including others.
5. Care for self and others.
6. Enjoy all the rights and privileges of Australian citizenship free from unnecessary interference or control and stand
up for the rights of others.
7. Pursue and protect the common good where all people
are treated fairly for a just society.
8. Seek to accomplish something worthy and admirable, try
hard, pursue excellence.
9. Treat others with consideration and regard, respect
another person’s point of view.
4. Read the information about Australian of the Year Awards from
www.australianoftheyear.org.au/. What is the purpose of the
Awards? Who is awarded? How are the winners selected?

Since 1960 our nation has celebrated the achievement and contribution of prominent citizens through the Australian of the
Year Awards. There are four categories of the Awards:
Australian of the Year.
Senior Australian of the Year. The Award recognises those Australians aged 60 and over who continue to achieve and contribute.
Young Australian of the Year. It recognises those aged 16 to 30
who are outstanding and exceptional young Australians.
Local Hero Award. It acknowledges extraordinary contributions made by Australians in their local community.
The selection criteria are:
 Significant contribution to the Australian community and
nation
 An inspirational role model for the Australian community
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Personal, academic and professional achievements
Demonstrated leadership, innovation and creativity
Personal interests and community involvement
Contribution to the development of regional community
and / or economy
 Degree of difficulty of the achievement and sacrifices made
 Voluntary work beyond paid employment
 Availability and commitment to promote national pride
and active citizenship through the year of the recipient’s
appointment
With a fifty-year history and a high public profile, the Australian of the Year Awards are unique around the world. It is
unusual for such a programme to have broad public and governmental support. In the U.S.A. the Time ‘Man of the Year’
predates the Australian award by 33 years, but the Time award
has not been reserved for any particular nationality. Furthermore, it does not necessarily focus on positive role models and
has chosen such figures as Adolf Hitler and Josef Stalin.
5a. Split into two groups. Each group should read about one of the
nominees for the Australian of the Year Awards and discuss the
answers to the following questions:

1. How does the nominee meet the criteria of the awards?
2. What values did these Australians demonstrate? (See
ex.1c.)
3. What contribution did this person make?
4. How did he or she pursue the common good?
Group A. Jacqueline Freney, paralympic champion. Date of
birth: 6 June 1992. State: New South Wales.
Being born with cerebral palsy has not stopped Jacqueline
Freney from achieving greatness in the sporting arena. Following in the footsteps of her swimming family, Jacqueline set
herself the goal to become a competitive
swimmer. In 2012, Jacqueline won a remarkable eight gold medals at the London
2012 Paralympic Games, becoming Australia’s most successful Paralympian at a single Games. Two of Jacqueline’s performances were under world record time. She
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won a gold medal for every event in which she competed and her
gold medal achievement was greater than any other competitor
from any country. Her success earned her the crown of Australia’s 2012 Paralympian of the Year. Jacqueline’s indomitable
spirit is not confined to the swimming pool. She is actively involved in the wider community, working with Swimming Australia as a motivational speaker to help other people with disabilities reach their potential. Jacqueline is an inspirational
role model and positive proof that with hard work and determination, anything is possible.
Group B. Dewayne Everettsmith, musician. Date of birth:
8 July 1987. State: Tasmania
Dewayne Everettsmith’s voice has
taken him around the world. When invited to write a song to celebrate Australia’s
natural wonders, he had no idea the track
It’s Like Love would make him the voice
of Australia. Dewayne’s song was chosen
as the soundtrack to Tourism Australia’s
international advertising campaign,
transporting him from his day job as an
Aboriginal health worker into the limelight as a touring performer. Dewayne’s roots are deeply connected to the Aboriginal
communities of Tasmania and southeast Victoria, which explains the origins of his unique musical style. His debut album
also features the first commercial recording of a Tasmanian Indigenous language song. In 2013, the federal government appointed Dewayne a Live Music Ambassador to revitalise Australia’s live music scene. He is the national ambassador for the
Save the Tasmanian Devil Appeal and was recently recognised
with a Human Rights Week Award for bringing Tasmanian Aboriginal culture and language to the broader community. A rising star and role model in his community, Dewayne is considered a future great by many in the Australian music industry.
5b. Work in pairs. Tell each other about the nominee you have
discussed, prove that your nominee deserves the award. Choose
your Young Australian of the year.
6. Choose a person to do an interview session with one of the young
Australians. Ask him or her questions about their life and projects.
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7. Prepare a short speech on the topic “Be the change you want
to see in the world”. These are Mohatma Gandhi’s words. Explain
this quotation using the example of the nominees for the Australian
of the year awards or other role models.

LESSON 7: BEST JOB IN THE WORLD
Communicative area: describing dream jobs
1a. Look at the pictures below. What do they illustrate: work or
leisure? Explain why.

1b. Discuss with a partner your ideas of the best job in the world.
What is it like?
2a.  Listen to the ﬁrst part of the radio programme about the campaign
“The Best Job in the World” and answer the following questions.

1. What kind of campaign was ‘The Best Job in the World?’
2. When was the first competition organized? What job was
on offer?
3. How many jobs are on offer now? Why this number?
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4. How high is the salary? How long does the contract last?
5. What visa does the campaign aim to promote?
2b.  Listen to the second part of the programme about Ben
Sauthall, the ﬁrst winner of the competition, and mark the statements
below as true or false.

a) Ben Sauthall is Australian. He was selected out from
30,000 applicants from more than 100 countries.
b) One of the requirements for the applicants was “to enjoy
the tropical climate and lifestyle”.
c) Ben enjoyed the job and found it light, easy and safe.
d) Ben acquired a number of useful skills.
e) After his work as the Hamilton Ireland caretaker Ben
Sauthall worked as a ‘tourist ambassador.’
2c.  Listen to the 2nd part again and make notes to correct the false
statements in ex. 2b. How do you understand “the strong work ethics”?
Why do you think the person performing these jobs should have it?
3a. Now match the new six job titles to their duties.

Park ranger
Outback adventurer
Chief funster
Taste master Lifestyle photographer Wildlife caretaker
1. Duties Check the water temperature. Patrol the beaches.
Leave only footprints
2. Duties Review festivals and events. Tweet, #tag and post
your thoughts. Be a Sydney VIP
3. Duties Eat your way around the state. Find the finest produce. Uncover the best bars and restaurants
4. Duties Experience hidden secrets and share new trends.
Create city and country photo shoots. Encounter local identities, designers and artists
5. Duties Wake up with the kangaroos. Swim with dolphins
& sea lions. Explore Kangaroo Island
6. Duties Journey through the Outback. Meet the locals Discover exciting adventures

Правообладатель Вышэйшая школа

241

3b. Complete the descriptions of the six jobs with the right job title.

A. If you have an adventurous spirit, a connection with nature
and a love of the outdoors, you’re the person our national parks
have been waiting for. Queensland is a spectacular destination
with ancient rainforests, the world’s largest sand island, and
the incredible Great Barrier Reef. As our … you’ll be responsible for protecting and promoting our native plants and animals, rainforest walks, spectacular waterfalls, untouched
beaches, dinosaur fossils, indigenous culture, and marine life.
This is a once in a lifetime experience and you’ll get paid to live
a life most people only dream of.
B. If you’re the life of the party, always in search of the best
events and coolest festivals, then why not do it for a living?
The lucky applicant will be based in Sydney, travelling the
state as a social media commentator. You will assist to promote
events all over the state including food festivals, lifestyle,
sports, cultural, entertainment and arts events. Work behind
the scenes of Sydney Festival, Mardi Gras and Vivid Festival,
all leading up to the spectacular New Year’s Eve fireworks
on Sydney Harbour. That’s just a small taste of what’s in store,
so if you’re up for a good time, why not apply today to become
the new … for New South Wales.
C. If you were born with a sense of adventure we have an ultimate experience for you. We’re searching for a fulltime … –
someone who is full of life and passion for the wide-open spaces
of the Northern Territory, Australia. Get up close and personal
with the wildlife, sleep under the stars in a bush camp, soar
across postcard-worthy landscapes in a hot air balloon, immerse
yourself in indigenous culture, taste traditional bush foods,
and gaze upon breathtaking sunsets at Uluru. If you’ve got
what it takes, the adventure of a lifetime is waiting for you.
D. Here’s your opportunity to be a … working in Melbourne,
the world’s most liveable city with Time Out Melbourne, one
of the world’s leading multichannel media companies. We’re
searching for a person who is skilled in photography, videography and writing features that can capture the essence of Melbourne’s unique lifestyle and the diverse experiences on offer
in the state of Victoria. It will be your job to capture the experiences of Melbourne’s cool cafes, hidden rooftop bars, hot air
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ballooning, major festivals, music events, and life beyond the
city, whether it’s surfing on the Great Ocean Road, skiing
at Mt Hotham, or researching little penguins at Phillip Island.
If you fancy producing cool travel photography, video, and
content then we want to hear from you.
E. If you have a palette for all things tasty, we have a job that
will appeal to your senses. We’re searching for a …, someone
with a passion for the study of food, who will be responsible for
promoting the extraordinary produce from across Western
Australia. You will tour the best restaurants, wineries, breweries, pubs, and lobster eateries, while also heading off the
beaten path to catch some of the freshest seafood on our undiscovered coastline. You’ll discover the finest indigenous delicacies. It’s a tough job, but someone’s got to do it and it may
as well be you. Apply today.
F. If the great outdoors is your true calling, we want to hear
from you. We’re searching for someone with a deep kinship for
our native wildlife, nurturing the unspoilt landscape and
breathtaking ecosystem with your knowledge and passion and
sharing our stories with the world. As … you’ll swim with sea
lions, come face to face with great white sharks, and assist with
conservation projects. Your duties will allow you to explore
our amazing environment by foot, kayak, bicycle, and boat,
taking only photographs and leaving only footprints. If you’re
up for adventure, where new discoveries are found behind every blade of grass, your new world is awaiting.
3c. What do all the requirements in the jobs descriptions have
in common?
4. Discuss in groups of three: which picture in ex. 1a describes
each of the six jobs? What picture is missing? Which of the jobs
sounds as your dream job? Which of them would you apply for?
5. Write a covering letter to accompany your application for one
of the jobs. In this letter you should:






Introduce yourself.
State what job you are applying for.
Explain why you can be the best applicant for the job.
Show your knowledge of the country and genuine interest
in experiencing true Australia.
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EXAM BITESIZE
I. Reading
1. Read the text and say in 2–3 sentences what it is about.

Australian Indigenous Cultural Heritage
Australian indigenous cultures are complex and diverse.
They are the oldest living cultural history in the world – they
go back at least 50,000 years and some argue closer to 65,000
years. At the time of European discovery and settlement,
up to one million Aboriginal people lived across the continent
as hunters and gatherers. They were scattered in 300 clans
and spoke 250 languages and 700 dialects. One of the reasons
Aboriginal cultures have survived for so long is their ability
to adapt and change over time.
In Australia, indigenous communities keep their cultural
heritage alive by passing their knowledge, arts, rituals and
performances from one generation to another, speaking and
teaching languages, protecting cultural materials, sacred
and significant sites, and objects.
Land is fundamental to the wellbeing of Aboriginal people. They understood and cared for their different environments, and adapted to them. There were about 600 different
clan groups or ‘nations’ around the continent when Europeans arrived, many with distinctive cultures and beliefs. Their
‘territories’ ranged from lush woodland areas to harsh desert
surroundings. Different groups developed different skills
and built a unique body of knowledge based on their particular environment.
Language is vitally important in understanding indigenous heritage as much of their history is an oral history.
Hundreds of languages and dialects existed (although many
are now extinct), and language meaning, as well as geographic location, is used today to identify different groups.
For indigenous people the Dreaming plays the central role
in their understanding of the world. In most stories of the
Dreaming, the ancestor spirits came to the earth in human
form and as they moved through the land, they created the ani244
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mals, plants, rocks and other forms of the land that we know
today. They also created the relationships between groups and
individuals to the land, the animals and other people.
Once the ancestor spirits had created the world, they
changed into trees, stars, rocks, watering holes or other objects. These are the sacred places of Aboriginal culture and
have special properties. Because the ancestors did not disappear at the end of the Dreaming, but remained in these sacred
sites, the Dreaming is never-ending, linking the past and the
present, the people and the land.
For Aboriginal people all that is sacred is in the land.
Knowledge of sacred sites is learned through a process of initiation and gaining an understanding of Aboriginal law. It is,
by definition, not public knowledge. Perhaps the most wellknown sacred site in Australia is Uluru. The first European
explorers named it Ayers Rock. The caves inside the rock are
covered with Aboriginal paintings. In 1985 the Commonwealth Government of Australia returned Uluru to its traditional owners – Anangu people.
2. Why did indigenous tribes develop different life skills? Read
aloud the extract which says about it.
3. What is the Dreamtime?
4. How did sacred places appear according to Aboriginal beliefs?

II. Listening
 Listen to the description of three Australian events: the
Australian Open, Australia Day, the Melbourne Cup. Answer the
questions.
1. Where and when do they take place?
2. What is celebrated?
3. Who participates in the event?

III. Speaking
Let’s talk about Australia.

1. What makes Australia so unique?
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2. Do you think Australia is a country that values its heritage and people?
3. What questions would you ask your friend who has just
returned from Australia?
4. Give me some advice on what places and events to visit
in Australia.
5. Why do you think Australia is considered to be one
of the best countries to live in?
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UNIT 10
INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION
LESSON 1: BELARUS AND INTERNATIONAL
ORGANISATIONS
Communicative area: speaking about the activities of our country
on the international arena
Active grammar: the preﬁx en1a. Work in pairs. Read the quotes about cooperation and explain
their meaning.

 Alone we can do so little. Together we can do so much. –
Helen Keller
 We should not only use the brains we have but all that
we can borrow. – Woodrow Wilson
 We may have all come on different ships, but we’re all
in the same boat now. – Martin Luther King Jr.
 In the long history of humankind (and animal kind, too)
those who learned to collaborate and improvise most effectively have prevailed. – Charles Darwin
 None of us is as smart as all of us. – Ken Blanchard
1b. Why is it important to cooperate nowadays? What world
problems can people solve working together?
2a. Look at the abbreviations. What organisations do they stand
for? Read the information about Belarusian membership in
international organisations and check your guesses.

UN, UNDP, UNICEF, UNESCO, UNEP, CIS, WHO
One of the areas of foreign policy of the Republic of Belarus
is the participation in the work of universal and specialized,
global and regional international organisations and integra-
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tion groups. International strategies helping to respond efficiently and mechanisms to handle pressing economic, social
and political issues are needed to face new global challenges
and threats arising in today’s age of economic globalization.
Belarus is a founder of the United Nations, and the Belarusian delegation alongside other 50 delegations, signed the
United Nations Charter in San Francisco in October 1945. Admission of Belarus, which at the time was not even an independent state, into the newly born global Organisation reflected
the international community’s recognition of the role played
by the people of Belarus in defeating fascism.
The Republic of Belarus also a member of such international
organisations as the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organisation, the United Nations Children’s Fund, the
United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations
Environmental Programme, the Commonwealth of Independent
States, the World Health Organisation, and many others.
2b. Who are the people in the photos? Read the articles about them.
How are these famous people related to the international organisations?

A. World-famous Belarusian tennis player, Olympic champion
Max Mirnyi is known not only for his achievements in the
world of tennis. In November 2011, Maxim Mirnyi was appointed a United Nations Children’s Fund Belarus Ambassa248
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dor. In his new role, Mirnyi uses his fame and personal interest
in children’s issues to support UNICEF’s mission to attract attention to the most vulnerable children, to promote a healthy
lifestyle, a responsible parenting approach, and participate
in HIV and AIDS prevention campaigns.
Mirnyi said, “Undoubtedly it is a significant landmark
in my life and I treat it with great responsibility. I have excellent relations with my Dad and I myself am a father of three
kids. That is why I have an acute sentience to children’s needs
all over the world and particularly in Belarus. I wish every
child had a harmonious life and had possibilities for the fullest
development. In the role of UNICEF Ambassador, I will do my
utmost to turn it into a reality and make children’s lives as happy as possible.”
B. Three-time Olympic champion biathlete Darya Domracheva
has been appointed UNDP Goodwill Ambassador in Belarus.
The honorary ceremony was held at the Minsk City Hall on
May 31, 2014.
Darya Domracheva will take part in the promotion
of healthy lifestyle among children, adolescents, and adults.
According to UNDP Administrator, UN Deputy Secretary General Helen Clark, it would be a really good example for everyone: “The UNDP is working with a number of well-known goodwill ambassadors. We took into consideration Darya’s status,
her achievements, and therefore she was awarded the title.
We try to work with young people, promote healthy lifestyles,
and Daria has a number of achievements and Olympic medals.
Therefore, she will definitely be able to convey all the values
associated with a healthy lifestyle. I am confident that by working together with Darya, we will be able to convey that message
to young people.”
Darya Domracheva: “Goodwill Ambassador is a very honourable title for me. And I think that by means of the joint interesting activities we can positively influence the development
of the younger generation, help them with something.”
C. MY World is a global survey for citizens led by the United
Nations and partners. The survey is a tool that enables every
citizen in the world to vote on six of 16 developmental issues
that most impact their lives. From now until 2015, we want
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as many people in as many countries as possible to be involved
with MY World: citizens of all ages, genders, and backgrounds.
WHY DOES YOUR VOTE MATTER? You’re part of a global vote at the United Nations, allowing people for the first time
to have a direct say in shaping a better world. The UN is working with governments everywhere to define the next global
agenda to address extreme poverty and preserve the planet.
The data from MY World continues to inform these processes
and be used by decision makers around the world.
MY World’s communications campaign “Mark a difference” has been launched in Belarus. Belarusian celebrities such
as Aleksandra Gerasimenia, swimmer and World Champion
and double Olympic Medalist; Lucia Lushchyk, TV presenter
and actress; Georgi Koldun, TV presenter and singer; Liudmila
Vauchok, triple paralympic medalist; and Andrei Stas, ice
hockey forward playing for Dynamo Minsk have supported this
initiative and feature both on the print and video ads of this
campaign. Their aim is to promote MY World and encourage
people to take the survey.
To ensure maximum impact among the Belarusian audience, the slogan has been also localized to and translates as “important to me”.
2c. Look at the words in bold. What parts of speech are they? What
do they mean?
2d. Form verbs from nouns and adjective adding the preﬁx en-.
Complete the sentences using the correct form of these verbs.

sure – to ensure, courage – to encourage, able – to enable,
rich – to …, large – to …, danger – to …
Max Mirnyi (1) … people to have a healthy lifestyle. There
are a lot of threats in the world like smoking and drugs that
(2) … children’s lives. His mission as a UNICEF Ambassador
(3) … many children to live happily.
UNDP Goodwill Ambassador, Darya Domracheva, (4) … that
she will do her best to (5) … the influence of UNDP on the development of the younger generation and to (6) … their knowledge
about the UN activities.
250
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3a. Why do Belarusian celebrities get involved in international
cooperation? What are their mission? Prepare a report about one
of them.
3b. Would you like to participate in UNDP and UNICEF activities and
MY world campaign? Why / Why not?
3c. Go to the MY WORLD site http://vote.myworld2015.org/ and take
the survey. Vote for the world you want to see!

LESSON 2: INTERNATIONAL EVENT
CALENDAR IN BELARUS
Communicative area: describing an international event
Active vocabulary: highlight, contemporary, annual, fascinating,
spectacular, to feature, to introduce, to display, to gather
1a. What international events held in Belarus do you know?
1b.  Match the events with their names. Then listen to the radio
advertisement and check.

“Listapad”
“Zavirukha”
“TIBO EXPO”
“Rubon”
“Koufar”
1c.

The International Student Theatre Festival
The International IT Forum
The Minsk International Film Festival
The International Sled Dog Race
The International Medieval Festival

 Listen again and complete the chart.

Festival

Where

When

Participants

Activities

2a. Read the information about the festival “Slavyanski Bazaar”.
Would you like to attend “Slavyanski Bazaar”? Why (not)?

The International Arts Festival Slavyanski Bazaar is an annual festival held in Vitebsk. It was designed to introduce city
residents and guests to Slavonic song folklore. The International Song Contest in Vitebsk has been the highlight of the
festival since 1992. The International Children’s Song Contest
as well as fascinating cinema and theatre shows are also held
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within the framework of the music
forum. We cannot imagine the festival without plein-air exhibitions
of contemporary artists and fairs
of artisans who display their best
works. The festival gathers participants from over 30 countries. The
famous logo – the cornflower – now has new neon colour elements,
which embellish tickets, posters, and definitely souvenirs from
the capital city of Slavyanski Bazaar. Famous singers and musicians from Belarus, Russia and other countries take part
in Slavyanski Bazaar. The 2014 Arts festival featured Philipp
Kirkorov, Stas Mihaylov, Valeriya, Nadezhda Kadysheva and
the music ensemble Golden Ring, Nyusha, the art group
Turetsky Choir, Ruslan Alekhno, Alyona Lanskaya, Teo, Anatoly Yarmolnik and the music band Syabry, Raimonds Pauls,
and Alexander Rybak. The culmination of the festival is a spectacular firework display.
2b. Match the words in bold with their deﬁnitions:

1) to provide someone with a new experience, activity, or
opportunity to learn something
2) modern, or relating to the present time
3) to come together
4) to be an important part or aspect of something
5) happening once a year
6) extremely impressive
7) to put something in a particular place so that people can
see it easily
8) the most exciting, impressive, or interesting part of an event
9) making you very interested or attracted
2c. Read about other international events in Belarus and ﬁll in the
gaps with the correct form of active vocabulary words. Some words
can be used twice.

Minsk Book Fair
One of the biggest forums in the Belarusian capital (1) … leading book publishers from 26 countries who (2) … the main
252
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trends and novelties of the (3) … book market. This year a special emphasis was placed on the Belarusian book publishing industry. A separate stand (4) … the works of the Belarusian classics, books of (5) … poets and prose writers. The programme of
the exhibition also included seminars, roundtables, book presentations and meetings with authors, publishers and artists.

MSK Fashion Week
MSK Fashion Week (6) … both experienced and novice designers from Belarus and abroad. The guests of honour were fashion experts from France, Italy and the UK. The (7) … of the
week was a (8) … haute couture show. Beside it, the audience
was offered an extensive educational programme that included lectures, seminars, master classes, presentations, meetings
with fashion experts and representatives of foreign companies.

Night of Museums International Campaign
The Night of Museums is an (9) … event taking place in Europe
and America. It is dedicated to the International Museum Day.
Once a year, almost 2,000 museums do not sleep, opening their
doors to all people who are interested in the ‘Temple of the
Muses’ at the unusual time of day. The large and small museums of Minsk traditionally open their doors before visitors
in the evening and at night. This year the main venue, the National Art Museum, treated the visitors to a concert and a theatrical performance. It also (10) … them to an expo of (11) …
Belarusian painters “Oh Sport, You Are the World” and
a unique exposition of art objects from the museum funds.
Nesvizh Castle took its visitors on a trip into a history of the
Radziwills’ former residence, invited them to enjoy the old music performed by the ensembles Khoroshki, Cantabile, Yavaryna, and see a (12) … fire show.
3a. Invite your friend to attend one of the events. Describe the event
and say why you think it is worth visiting. Use the vocabulary words
and a variety of adjectives.

spectacular, fascinating, exciting, impressive, amazing,
unforgettable, unique, magnificent
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3b. Write an advertisement describing one of the international
events held in Belarus. You can use the ideas from the lesson as well
as your own ideas.

LESSON 3: THE LINK BETWEEN THE PAST
AND THE FUTURE
Communicative area: listening and speaking about Belarusian world
heritage
1a. Look at the places. What are they? Where are they? What do they
have in common?

1b. Read the information from UNESCO site and check your
guesses.

Heritage is our gift from the past, what we live with today, and
what we pass on to future generations. Our cultural and natural heritage are both irreplaceable sources of life and inspiration. Places as unique and diverse as the Pyramids of Egypt,
254
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the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, and Stonehenge in the UK
make up our world’s heritage. The World Heritage List includes 981 properties which are considered to have outstanding universal value.
Many Belarusian architectural monuments and cultural
figures are acknowledged global treasures. Sixty years ago, Belarus joined UNESCO and, owing to co-operation with this organisation, people from all over the world are aware of our cultural monuments and outstanding personalities. At the moment, UNESCO’s prestigious World Heritage List includes the
Belovezhskaya Pushcha National Park, the Mir Castle Complex, an architectural-cultural complex of the Radziwills’ former residence in Nesvizh, and the Struve Arc, a trans-border
object which topographic points located all over Belarus.
Staying under UNESCO protection guarantees them safe-keeping and integrity for many years. Moreover, they are likely
to attract tourists and scientists from different countries.
2a. Reconstruct the questions about the two Belarusian world
heritage sites. Mind the Active and Passive Voices.

The Mir Castle Complex
1. When / it / build?
2. What families / it / belong to?
3. When / it / badly damaged?
4. When / the park / appear?
5. What / happen to / the castle / during World War II?
The Complex of the Radziwill Family at Nesvizh
1. When / it / build / ?
2. How long / belong to / the Radziwills?
3. When / the park / design?
4. How / the castle / use / by the Germans?
5. What / the fire / destroy / in 2002?
2b.

 Listen to the guide and answer the questions.

2c. Read the text about another Belarusian World Heritage site – the
Struve Arc. Some information is missing. Write questions and then
ask them to the teacher to complete the text.
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Struve Geodetic Arc
The Struve Arc is a chain of topographic points stretching from
Hammerfest in Norway to the Black Sea, through 10 countries
and over (1) … km. These are points of a survey, carried out between (2) 18… and 18… by the astronomer Friedrich Georg Wilhelm Struve, which represented the first accurate measuring
of a long segment of a meridian. The defeat of Napoleon, followed by the Congress of Vienna and the decision in 1815 to establish (3) … in Europe, required accurate mapping. These
needs were strongly felt in Russia, where Tsar (4) … provided
the astronomer Wilhelm Struve with all the resources for his
project for a new, long geodetic arc. Struve, who was working
at (5) …, decided that the arc would follow a line of longitude
(meridian) passing through the observatory of the university.
This arc helped to establish (6) … of the planet and marked
an important step in the development of earth sciences and topographic mapping. It is an extraordinary example of scientific
collaboration among scientists from different countries and
of collaboration between monarchs for a scientific cause. The
World Heritage site consists of (7) … of the original station
points – four points in Norway, four in Sweden, six in Finland,
one in Russia, three in Estonia, two in Latvia, three in Lithuania, (8) … in Belarus, one in Moldova, and four in Ukraine.
3a. Look at the picture of a unique Belarusian rite1 of the Kolyady
Tsars. How is it related to UNESCO? Read and ﬁnd out.

Recently UNESCO has begun to document the world’s Intangible2 Cultural Heritage which includes “traditions or living expressions inherited from our ancestors and passed on to
our descendants, such as oral traditions, performing arts, social practices, rituals, festive events, knowledge, and practices concerning nature and the universe or the knowledge and skills to produce traditional
crafts”.
1
2
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rite –обряд / абрад
intangible – нематериальный / нематэрыяльны
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In 2009, the unique Belarusian rite of the Kolyady Tsars,
which is performed only in the village of Semezhevo (Kopyl
District, Minsk Oblast), was added to the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage.
3b.  Listen to a TV programme about the rite of Kolyady Tsars.
Write the questions to the short answers below.

1.
2.
3.
4.

To the 18th century.
Not far from the village of Semezhevo.
To give comic performances and receive rewards.
The elements of carnival and folk plays with distinctive
local performing arts.
5. In 1996.
6. About 500.
7. In white trousers and shirts, with red embroidered Semezhevo belts crisscrossed across their chests and high
caps adorned with colorful paper ribbons.
8. The main lead Tsar Maximilian, the Tsar Mamay, the Ded
(old man), and Baba (old lady).
9. The historical religious drama “Tsar Maximilian”.
10. When it gets dark.
11. The tsars bring peace, harmony, and wealth for a year.
12. On “Shchedry vecher”.
13. With older residents.
14. This intangible heritage that may not outlast the present
generation of residents.
4a. Look through the materials of the lesson and in pairs prepare
a conversation with a historian about Belarusian world heritage.
4b. What other Belarusian sites or traditions would you include into
UNESCO’s World Heritage List? Write a short essay explaining why
these sites and traditions are worth being part of the World Heritage.

LESSON 4: THE DIALOGUE OF CULTURES
Communicative area: speaking about international projects of Belarusian schools
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1. Discuss in pairs.

 Have you ever taken part in international projects? What
projects? What did you like about them?
 Why is it important for children to participate in international projects?
2a. Look at the diagram of the international cooperation of Minsk
Gymnasium 12. How many countries does it cooperate with?
Finland

Russia
South Korea

Sweden

the USA

Japan

Poland
China

Italy

Turkey
Iran

2b. Read a student’s composition about Gymnasium 12. How does
her gymnasium cooperate with the countries mentioned above?

Our gymnasium has been a UNESCO Associated School since
2001. Students have the opportunity to learn different foreign
languages: English, Chinese, German, Polish, Spanish, Turkish and Korean. The gymnasium enables international cooperation with many countries. The head teacher, Ekaterina Petrovna Petrusha strongly believes that the friendship which
is born among children of different nationalities now will encourage the development of relations
among different countries in the future. The gymnasium fruitfully cooperates with the embassies of Russia,
China, South Korea and Iran in the Republic of Belarus, and the Turkish cultural-educational centre “Dostluk”.
258
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My classmates and I have lots of friends
from abroad due to various international
projects. First of all, we have close relationships with our twin-school No. 1018 from
Moscow. Every year the students and teachers of both educational establishments participate in cultural exchanges. Last year
I hosted a girl for four days, which was fun,
and this year I’m going to Moscow! We have
also made friends with Hдsselby Gymnasium from Stockholm,
Sweden; Landago Lyceum No. 3 from Torun, Poland; Maria
Sklodovskaya-Curie Lyceum No. 2 from Gorzow Wlkp, Poland;
and Galileo Technical College from Genoa, Italy.
We are proud of our students learning Chinese and Turkish
who have participated in international Olympiads in China and
Turkey and brought home different awards. Every year students of our gymnasium try their hand in writing compositions
for international contests in Japan, Korea and China. In 2013 a
team of five students took part in the Chinese Proficiency Competition “Chinese Bridge” and Alexandra Litova, an 8th form
student, was invited to China where she spent unforgettable
three weeks, seeing the Great Wall and Beijing’s famous landmarks. For three years, we have sent creative art works to the
International Art Contest in New York, USA and our five students have become its finalists. The Internet-projects “Young
Master’s Programme” in Sweden and “ENO Climate” in Finland, the UNESCO Club “Gulfstream”, the Model UN conferences in Belarus, Russia, Poland, and Germany involve a lot
of students in international cooperation.
The highlight of the gymnasium’s international cooperation is the International Festival “The Dialogue of Cultures”
which is held annually and where we gather all our friends.
2c.  Listen to the report about the International Festival “The
Dialogue of Cultures”. What activities does it usually include?
3a. Imagine that you are going to participate in the festival
“The Dialogue of Cultures” and introduce Belarus, the UK,
Canada and Australia. In pairs prepare a country’s three-minute
presentation.
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3b. Introduce your country to the other groups.
4. What international projects does your school take part in? Write
a short composition about your school international cooperation.

LESSON 5: A GLOBAL CLASSROOM
Communicative area: discussing the opportunities of global
communication
Grammar revision: modal verbs can, could, be able to
1a. Read Martin Luther King’s quotation. Do you agree with it?

“Men often hate each other because they fear each other;
they fear each other because they don’t know each other;
they don’t know each other because they cannot communicate;
they cannot communicate because they are separated.”
1b. Read a teacher’s comment on this quotation. What is his
message?

When I first read these words, I immediately started wondering:
Our kids aren’t separated in the same way anymore. Our students are clearly ‘growing up global’ in a connected world. Back
in the day with the telegraph it could take weeks to hear from
someone. Now all you need is a text or an update from an app
to find out something huge. The evolution of the way that we are
able to communicate is also one of the most advanced parts of society today. It seems that everyone has a Smartphone with twitter, texting, facebook, and so many other things. It can be argued that it’s become too much but I believe the reality of it is we
can’t stop now. Now you can be friends with someone from Pakistan on Facebook and chat online to find out the daily happenings in their world. When I think about the expansion that has
happened I am truly amazed with what we were able to learn.
I do believe that technology can be excessive at times but
in terms of communication and broadening our level of knowledge I think we should be grateful.
So will our globally connected students be able to reduce
human conflicts and overcome such hate and fear? Will stu260
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dents who regularly communicate and form relationships with
students of different cultures and lifestyles become any more
tolerant and understanding than those who don’t?
1c. Match the modal verbs in bold with their function.

 ability in the past
 ability in the present
 ability in the future
1d. Read the sentences below and work out the difference.

 Thirty years ago people could / were able to communicate
via mail, telephone or telegraph. They couldn’t / weren’t
able to use the Internet.
 Yesterday our class was able to Skype with our friends
in Australia but we couldn’t / weren’t able to Skype with
the students in Nepal because of their problems with the Internet connection.
What verbs do we use:
 for repeated actions in negations and questions?
 for repeated actions in statements?
 for single actions in negations and questions?
 for repeated actions in statements?
2a. Read about the VHS – Virtual High School. What opportunities
does it offer to teachers and students?

The world is your classroom with VHS. We
unite teachers and students from a variety
of social, economic, and geographic backgrounds to study and collaborate with one another in a virtual learning environment. For
example, a student in North America partners
with a classmate in Asia to complete a project and logs on to look
over the assignment that their teacher in another time zone
posted earlier in the day.
A global classroom can provide diverse interpretations,
worldly perceptions, fervent debate, enthusiastic ideas, and international points of view. Global learning can offer regional,
political, and cultural insights that provide the basis for
thought provoking discussions and an education that reaches
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far beyond a student’s hometown. It better prepares students
to communicate effectively and productively in an international economy.
2b. Miranda Whitmore, a VHS teacher shares her experience. How
have her face-to-face classes changed due to work at the VHS?

I work in a small, high-income school district where the students have it all. They have parents with the resources to be involved in their children’s education. These kids would seem
to have everything and yet they are plagued by one deficiency;
they don’t know anything different. They live in a safe, comfortable, homogeneous world. No matter how much we describe
other human conditions, show movies or read books about
them, we can’t give our students the direct experiences with
diversity that they need in order to become thoughtful, compassionate world citizens. One of my constant struggles has
been searching for a medium that would meaningfully connect
my students to people with different worldviews than their
own. Little did I know that opportunity lay right at my finger
tips in my VHS class!
It was as much a surprise to me as it was to my students
when my casual mention of a comment from one of my VHS
students kicked off a conversation in my face-to-face class that
changed everything. One day my sophomores came in grumbling, the way teenagers often do. I don’t remember what the
issue was, but it was one of the usual complaints (there aren’t
enough lunch options, we don’t have fast enough computers).
A comment about school culture from Chinara, one of my online students was on my mind, so I decided the moment was apt1
to share it. The student had honestly described the poor physical conditions in her tiny school. She had written, “We finally
got doorknobs a year ago, and we are a bit under-developed.
Also, there are frequent problems with electricity and water.
These are minor problems, however, that do not really affect
the learning experience, and therefore, I do not really view
them as problems. Plus, we cannot really do anything about the
electricity.”
1
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apt – appropriate
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I shared the comments with my face-to-face students. I just
wanted them to feel guilty about their complaining, but they
were absolutely fascinated with this young woman and wanted
to hear more about her and her school. Upon hearing that
I taught students from all over the world, they wanted me to
log on and show them my class along with other posts. They
wondered excitedly about what she must experience daily and
how it compared to their own experiences. The bottom line
is that for once they cared. They asked me a million questions
about that girl from a poor school system in a foreign country
rather than staring at me like zombies as I read from an anthology of world literature. And thus, I had finally found the medium I had been looking for to expose my students to diversity.
Whether it was simply because it involved a computer or because they were hearing from a real person their own age, they
were excited.
Now I’m trying to develop ways for my classroom class and
online class to connect formally and regularly because I’ve realized that my students can teach one another far better than
I ever could alone.
2c. Complete the sentences. Use positive and negative forms
of can / could / be able to.

Miranda believes that movies and books … give our students
the direct experiences with diversity. Her students in the faceto-face class … get whatever they want. Before she shared Chinara’s comment with them, they … be aware of the diversity
of the world. The only thing they … think of was their own
wellbeing. They often complained that they … eat their lunch
or play on slow computers. Finally, she found the medium
which … touch her students and change their perception of the
world. Miranda connected them with a real person from a poor
country. Chinara … have a tiny part of what American students
have. However, she … study in spite of poor physical conditions. Now Miranda hopes her classroom class and online
class … communicate regularly. She’s realized that her students … teach one another far better than she ever … alone.
In the future, they … become thoughtful, passionate citizens
of the world.
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3a. Change Martin Luther’s King’s quotation from ex. 1a using ‘to
be able to’.

Model. If people aren’t separated, they will be able to communicate.
If they can communicate, …
3b. Work in pairs. Share your experience of communication with
foreign people.

1. Have you ever communicated with foreign people?
2. How? Where?
3. What did you talk about?
4. Did you change your opinion on the foreign country and
people living there? In what way?
5. Did you change your attitude to life and to human values?
How?
6. Would you like to study in a global classroom? Why /
Why not?
3c. Write a short report on one of the topics: “My experience in
communicating with foreign people” or “A global classroom is a
way to a peaceful world”.

LESSON 6: THINK GLOBALLY, ACT
LOCALLY!
Communicative area: discussing Internet projects for schools,
expressing logical assumptions and possibility
Active grammar: inﬁnitive forms after modal verbs must, could,
might, may, can’t
1a. Discuss in pairs. Why do students take part in Internet projects?
1b. Work in pairs. Look at the photo of a
participant of the International Essay Contest and
speculate on the information about him. Follow the
model.

1. Where does the boy come from? He might
come from Poland.
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2. How old is he? He can’t be older than 14. He could be 13.
3. Where is he? He must be on stage.
4. What is he doing? He must be reading his essay. He may
be giving a speech.
5. Why is he on stage? He might have won the prize.
1c. Read the article and check your speculations.

The International Essay Contest has been organized by The Goi
Peace Foundation, whose headquarters are in Japan, and UNESCO since 2000. As today’s young people are crucial for the shaping of our future, it is imperative that they are enabled to develop to their full potential. This annual essay contest is held in an
effort to harness the energy, imagination, and initiative of the
world’s youth in promoting a culture of peace and sustainable
development. It also aims to inspire society to learn from the
young minds and to think about how each of us can make a difference in the world. Belarusian children have been taking part
in the contest since 2001 and have won first prize twice. The essays of 11-year-old Anastasia Rakava from Dzerzhinsk and
13-year-old Elisey Biryukov from Minsk Gymnasium No. 1 were
the best in 2001 and 2012. It is a rather competitive event.
In 2013 there were 15,105 entries from 157 countries. The
award ceremony takes place in Tokyo at which the winners receive their awards and read their award-winning essays.
1d. Look at the answers in ex. 1b. Discuss the grammar points.

 What modal verb is used to express 90% of certainty (positive meaning)?
 What modal verb is used to express 90% of certainty (negative meaning)?
 What modal verbs are used to express possibility (40–50%
of certainty)?
 What forms of the infinitive and when are used? Match:
1. The Present Infinitive – V1
2. The Present Continuous Infinitive – be + Ving
3. The Present Perfect Infinitive – have + V3
A. refers to an action happening now
B. refers to a past action
C. refers to the present or future
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2a. Speculate on two photos in which girls are participating in the
Global Service Learning project. Use modal verbs and correct forms
of the inﬁnitive.

1. How old are the girls? 2. Where are the girls? 3. What
are they doing? 4. What have they organised? 5. How have they
raised money? 6. How much money have they raised? 7. Who
will the money help?
2b.  Listen to a teacher speaking about the project and check your
speculations.
2c. How do you think the participants of the project feel? Read the
teacher’s comment. How does he feel and why?

We are very proud of the efforts of these Year 9 students. They
have a genuine sense of the importance of service unto others,
of thinking outside yourself. That’s an important part of being
human and school communities can be instrumental in helping
our young people to understand this. These students have also
gained an understanding of their role as global citizens.
3a. What do the two Internet projects “International Essay Contest”
and “Global Service Learning” have in common? Which of them
could you participate in? Why?
3b. In 2014 the theme of the International Essay Contest in Japan
was “My Role as a Sitizen of Earth”. Read the theme description and
write a paragraph sharing your ideas on this issue.

In the vast universe, we were born on this planet called Earth,
where various cultures and ethnicities, all living things, and
all of nature exist together. However, in our world today,
we face numerous problems – environmental destruction, resource depletion, wars and conflicts, poverty, and many more –
that make our future uncertain. Given this situation, what
266

Правообладатель Вышэйшая школа

do you think is the best way forward for humanity? How do you
wish to fulfill your role as a citizen of Earth?
3c. Go to http://www.goipeace.or.jp/, ﬁnd out what the theme of the
International Essay Contest is this year and submit your essay.

LESSON 7: HI-TECH PARK BELARUS
Communicative area: speaking about Belarusian IT companies and
their international cooperation
Active vocabulary: proﬁtable, considerable, leading, favourable,
vigorous, major, highly, currently, constantly, simultaneously
1a. What do you know about Hi-Tech Park Belarus? What is it?
Where is it located?
1b. Read the information below and ﬁnd the answers.

HTP Belarus is one of the largest ITclusters1 in Central and Eastern Europe.
The first residents were registered in
2006. Today, there are 140 resident-companies with 18,000 employees in the HTP.
They have been engaged in high-end software development and
IT-services provided for customers in more than 57 countries
of the world. Half of HTP resident-companies are foreign companies and joint ventures2. Unlike many parks in Europe
or Asia, Belarusian HTP is a virtual hi-tech park. It means that
the legal conditions of Belarus Hi-Tech Park are valid within
the whole territory of Belarus. No matter where a company
is located within Belarus, if it deals with engineering and software development – it can become a resident of HTP. The resident-companies are active on North American and European
hi-tech markets. World leading corporations, such as Samsung, HTC, Mitsubishi, London Stock Exchange, World Bank,
Microsoft, HP, Coca-Cola, Colgate-Palmolive, Citibank, MTV,
Toyota, Expedia, Google, British Petroleum, Reuters, British
1
2

cluster – группа / група
joint venture – совместное предприятие / сумеснае прадпрыемства
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Telecom, etc. are among major consumers of Belarusian software developed in HTP.
2a. Read the Internet article and match the facts with the IT residentcompanies: Viber Media, EPAM Systems, and Game Stream. Some
facts are related to more than one company.

1. It is a leading software provider in a particular region.
2. It holds a Guinness World Record.
3. It has offices in several countries.
4. Its product has more than 75 million users.
5. Its product is a popular smartphone application.
6. It cooperates with Microsoft and Coca-Cola.
7. It helped the victims of a natural disaster in Southeast
Asia.
8. It has got a higher position than Google on the Forbes
ranking list.
9. It has bought American and Australian firms.
10. Its founder used to earn money washing dishes.
11. Its founder has graduated from a Belarusian university.
12. It was registered in Cyprus.

Belarusian IT Companies Conquer the World
The Belarusian game World of Tanks has become one of the
most profitable in the world, earning $372m in 2013. The
game is only one example that shows how Belarusian IT business is achieving considerable successes and becoming global.
Viber, the smartphone messaging and calling client, has become one of the most popular applications in the AppStore and
Google Play, and EPAM Systems creates software for the largest companies in the world. These are just some of the world’s
leading companies with their roots in Belarus. Belarusian
highly qualified specialists with a vigorous technical education
and favourable business conditions in the industry have made
these achievements possible.
Smartphone application Viber can become perhaps the biggest Belarusian brand on the global market. More than 200
million people use the programme, with some hundred thousand people becoming new users of the service every day.
Though the founders registered the company in Cyprus, the ap268
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plication developers work in Israel and two Belarusian cities:
Minsk and Brest. The Minsk office employs about 60 people.
Currently, Viber is most popular in the countries of the former
USSR, Asia, Europe, and the Middle East. This year, the company made its services in the Philippines free of charge to help
victims of the typhoon to connect with one another.
According to the Global Outsourcing 100 ® List EPAM Systems, an American company with Belarusian roots, became
a leading provider of software in the Central and Eastern European regions. The Hi-Tech Park resident-company EPAM Systems
occupied the 6th position leaving Google behind on the 17th
on the Forbes ranking list of the Americas Fastest Growing
Tech Companies 2013. LinkedIn topped the list, followed
by Facebook and Apple. Microsoft, Barclays Capital, London
Stock Exchange, Aeroflot, Gazprom, The Coca-Cola Company
were among the clients of the company. Pennsylvania hosts
EPAM’s headquarters. Arkadz Dobkin, a Belarusian National
Technical University grad, moved to the U.S. from Belarus
in 1991 and was washing dishes at the time of founding EPAM
Systems in 1993. Now, more than 9,000 people work for the
company, and half of them are in Belarus. Apart from Belarus
and the United States, EPAM Systems has offices in 12 countries.

It seems that every computer game addict knows the game
World of Tanks, a tank simulator set in the time of World War
II. This game appears to be the biggest game made by Belarusian developers with over 75 million people registered with it.
The World of Tanks project was launched by Minsk-based studio Game Stream, which is a resident of the Hi-Tech Park and
one of the major development centers of the Wargaming
Company. Wargaming Public Co Ltd.’s official company registration is in Cyprus. In addition to offices on the island and
in Belarus, the company has offices in nine countries. It constantly launches new online games and swallows up Western
game studios. During the last two years Wargaming bought
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two American companies and one Australian firm. On the 21st
January 2013, the company broke its own record of 2011 and
registered a new Guinness World Record for ‘Most Players Online Simultaneously on one MMO1 Server’ when the game had
190,541 players at once on one server.
2b. Look through the text and work out the meaning of the adjectives
and adverbs below. Then, use them to speak about the success
of Belarusian IT companies.

Adjective: profitable, considerable, leading, favourable,
vigorous, major
Adverb: highly, currently, constantly, simultaneously
3a.  Listen to the companies’ executives giving their New Year’s
speeches and sharing their impressions of the outgoing year. What
factors enabled their success?
3b. Would you like to work for one of the IT resident-companies
in Belarus Hi-Tech Park? Why / Why not?
4a. Have a group debate. Discuss the blog post below.

More than 75 million people are playing World of Tanks all
over the world. Why are such games so popular? Don’t you
think that instead of virtual shooting and killing, people could
do something more useful for themselves, their relatives,
friends and humanity in general?
4b. Write your comment on the blog post above.

FOR UNIT 9, LESSON 4, EXERCISE 4
Team A: lamington: sponge cake squares dipped in chocolate and coated
in grated coconut. They are named after Baron Lamington, who was
Queensland Governor
Cobber: a close friend.
Barramundi: aboriginal name for a large tasty fish found in the waters
of Queensland, Northern Territory and Western Australia

1
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MMO – Massively Multiplayer Online
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EXAM BITESIZE
I. Reading
1. Read the article and say in 2–3 sentences what it is about.

MINSK, 10 April (BelTA) – Scientific and educational institutions of Belarus have agreed on cooperation with companies of the Czech Republic, Saudi Arabia, Bulgaria, China,
Russia, and Germany. These agreements have been reached
at Hannover Messe1 in Germany where Belarus was widely
represented. Hannover Messe attracts over 200,000 visitors
a year. The area as large as 240,000 square meters features
inventions and products of more than 5,000 companies from
all over the world. The exhibition is a big trading site for industrial technology, appliances, and materials.
A number of agreements on cooperation with foreign companies were signed on the first day of the fair. Among them,
agreements with the Czech Republic and Saudi Arabia on water treatment technology and Bulgaria on cooperation in the
production of laboratory equipment and geodetic measurements. Agreements with Chinese companies on developing
cooperation in compostable packaging for the food industry
and with Germany on viscose fiber for composition materials
were signed later.
The Belarusian exposition at Hannover Messe enjoyed great
popularity among foreign partners. They said that Belarusian scientists offered a great variety of promising projects
and that they were extremely attracted by their value for
money.
Belarus was invited to participate in EU sci-tech programmes together with German, Austrian, Bulgarian, and
Czech companies.
A number of investment projects offering potential foreign partners an opportunity to become residents of the China-Belarus Industrial Park that had been currently being
built near Smolevichi, Minsk Oblast were discussed.

1

Hannover Messe –Ганноверская ярмарка / Гановерскі кірмаш
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While visiting Hannover Messe, Belarusian Ambassador
Andrei Giro stressed: “The participation in the fair gives Belarusian companies an opportunity to demonsrate their
achievements on the international market, find reliable business partners, establish long lasting trading relations. The
key to success is being proactive and developing good business relations worldwide.”
2. The author says that the Belarusian exposition enjoyed great
popularity. Find this extract and read it aloud.
3. What countries did Belarus sign agreements with?
4. Why is it necessary to take part in international fairs?

II. Listening
 Listen to a radio programme and answer the questions.
1. When was the Music Village festival set up?
2. Who organised the festival?
3. What music is represented there?

III. Speaking
Let’s talk about international contacts and cooperation.

1.Do you have friends in other countries? How do you
communicate with them?
2.What do you know about international festivals in Belarus?
3.What questions would you ask your friends from abroad
about their countries?
4.What sights in our country belonging to world heritage
would you advise a foreigner to visit?
5.What do you know about the activities of our country
on the international arena?
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UNIT 11
THE BEAUTIFUL
MOSAIC OF THE USA
LESSON 1: THE PATCHWORK OF AMERICAN
CULTURE
Communicative area: speaking about culture of the USA: deﬁning
aspects, discussing issues, comparing American and Belarusian
realities
Active vocabulary: culture, beliefs, values, attitudes
1. What is the United States to you? What associations come to your
mind?
2. You already know a lot about the USA. Work in small groups.
Throw the dice and with your partners say three examples for each
category you land on.

Model. 1 – The Grand Canyon is one of many natural wonders
in the United States. It’s not the deepest canyon in the
world but it’s definitely one of the most spectacular.
START

1

natural
wonder

2

state

3

date
in history

city

4

river

7

national
symbol

6

developed
industry

5

8

president

9

mountain
(mountain
range)

10

name
in history

FINISH

3. Which aspect of life is missing in ex. 2?

History

Geography

Culture

Economics

Government
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4. Choose the best deﬁnition of culture. If not satisﬁed, make your
own.

It’s the way we do things.
A system of beliefs, values, and norms shared by a people.
The way you have been conditioned in a society to think,
feel, interpret, and react.
The collective programming of the human mind.
All you need to know and believe to be accepted in a society.
A collective experience passed on from generation to generation.
people = люди (людзі) (plural only)
a people / peoples = народ / народы (народ)
5a. Culture manifests itself in many ways. Match the photos
of American realities with the categories below. Speak about them.

Model. A – Jeans are American clothing that is hugely popular
in the whole world.
A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

H.

I.
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J.

K.

L.

1

2

3

1 language, literature, folklore
2 TV, mass media, movies
3 consumer
goods, gadgets
4 science
and
technology
5 attitudes, values, beliefs
6 education

1 architecture,
art
2 work and jobs
3 clothing
4 food
5 dance, ballet
6 housing

1 theatre
2 sports, recreation
3 music, pop music
4 family and
gender issues
5 national holidays
6 ethnic / religious traditions

5b. Match the examples of American reality with the categories
in ex. 5a.

Model. A – 1–5.
A. Americans are optimistic. They believe they can succeed in
their lives. “I can do it!” is the motto for millions of Americans.
B. American children are usually the center of their family’s attention. However, when they turn 18 years old most children leave their parents’ home and live independently.
C. Whether it’s improving our health or harnessing clean
energy, protecting our security or succeeding in the global
economy, our future depends on announcing America’s role
as the world’s engine of scientific discovery and technological
innovation. – Barak Obama
D. USA Today is a national American daily newspaper published since 1982. It is distributed in all fifty states, Canada and
the UK. Its average daily circulation is about 2 million copies.
Since 2010 USA Today has been focusing from print to digital
platforms like www.usatoday.com and mobile applications (apps).
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E. In the USA, they celebrate Christmas as well as Chinese
New Year, Diwali (Hindus), Hanukkah (Jews), Kwanzaa (Africans), and Ramadan (Muslim).
F. Do not judge your neighbour until you walk two moons
in his moccasins. – Cheyenne
G. For American women, career is just as important as for
American men; equal professional opportunities are necessary
for both genders.
H. In January 2014, the workweek for employees on private
nonfarm payrolls was unchanged at 34.4 hours; hourly earnings for that category of employees rose by 5 cents to $24.21. –
Bureau of Labour Statistics, US Department of Labour
5c. Give more examples of American culture manifestations: say
names, places, dates, facts, or simply express your opinion.

Model. The American nation is a mix of different cultures.
In the USA, they can all celebrate their ethnic and religious holidays.
6a. Match the words with their deﬁnitions.

A. belief
B. values
C. attitude

1. the principles that influence the behaviour
and way of life
2. a strong feeling that something is right
or good
3. an opinion or feeling about something, usually shown by behaviour

6b. Think and say which American beliefs, values and attitudes are
close to your own.

Some American beliefs: Each person is unique and special.
Leisure is a reward for hard work. Open society treats everyone
equally. Competition brings out the best in any individual.
Some American values: Freedom of religion guarantees to
all Americans the right to practise any religion they choose, or
to practise no religion at all. The individual is more important
than a group. I have a “right” to be well off and physically comfortable.
Some American attitudes: Live to work. I can change the
world. America is the land of opportunity.
276
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7. Work in pairs. Play a dice game.

Round 1. Choose one column in ex. 5a (words 1–6). Throw
the dice and make any sentence on the topic – either abstract
(definition) or concrete (example from real life).
Round 2. Choose one column in ex. 5a. Throw the dice and
compare American and Belarusian realities on the topic.
Round 3. Choose any two columns of words in ex. 5a. Throw
the dice once for each column. Say how the words from two columns are connected. There are many correct answers.
8. What’s more important for the world? Write your opinion down.

Choose any two columns of words in ex. 5a. Throw the dice once
for each column. Write what, in your opinion, is more important
for the world. Say why. Many correct answers are possible.

LESSON 2: DIVERSITY: THE ART
OF THINKING INDEPENDENTLY
TOGETHER
Communicative area: speaking about what makes the American
nation’s character; dealing with facts; making speculations and
deductions about different aspects of American culture (diverse
religions, ethnic groups, immigration waves, food)
Grammar revision: modal verbs for expressing facts, speculations
and deductions
1a. Work in pairs. Discuss possible reasons behind the fact.

In an average American English dictionary, there are more
than 100 words that have “self” as a prefix.
self-confidence

self-control

self-improvement
self-discipline
self-sacrifice

self-criticism

self-importance
self-interest
self-esteem

self-deception
self-restraint
self-respect
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1b. Read and see if any of your guesses were right. To you, is the
text in any way eye-opening about American beliefs, values and
attitude?

In the United States, a person can take credit only for what they
have achieved by themselves. Americans get no credit at all for
having been born into a rich family – in the United States, that
would be considered “an accident of birth”. The “self-made man
or woman” is still very much the ideal in 20th-century America.
The American social system has, of course, made it possible for
Americans to move, relatively easily, up the social ladder.
1c. Were your statements in ex. 1a facts, deductions (you were
almost sure) or speculations (you thought it was possible)?
2a. Which of these is a fact, a deduction or a speculation?

1. Such a large number of ‘self’ words in the English language makes me think that Americans might like themselves
a lot.
2. In the dictionary at wiktionary.org, there are 109 entries
in the category “English words prefixed with self-”.
3. Over a hundred words with self might have made their
way into the language to reflect the Americans’ attitude to individual success through self-improvement.
4. Any people with the focus on an individual must have
a lot of self words in their language.
5. Over a hundred English self words couldn’t have made
it into the language in one day.
2b. Match.

1) fact, no other options
(100%)
2) deduction based on past evidence (90%)
3) possibility for present or
future (under 50%)
4) logically impossible, about
the past (99%)
5) deduction based on present
evidence (90%)
278

a) must + infinitive
b) could / may / might + perfect infinitive
c) past / present / future,
simple / continuous / perfect, active / passive
d) must + perfect infinitive
e) couldn’t / can’t + perfect
infinitive
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6) possibility for past (under
50%)
7) logical improbability about
the present (99%)

f) could / may / might + infinitive
g) can’t + infinitive

2c. Answer the questions.

1. Which non-fact sentences in ex. 2a refer to the present?
What goes after the modals of deductions / speculations?
2. Which non-fact sentences in ex. 2a refer to the past?
What goes after the modals of deductions / speculations?
3. Which non-fact sentences in ex. 2a mean that we are sure
something didn’t happen in the past?
4. In whose mind – the speaker’s or reader’s – does the modality happen? Is it objective or subjective?
5. Does the modality refer to the moment of speaking or is
it true at all times?
3. What meaning does the structure modal verb + perfect infinitive
have in each sentence?

Rick is waiting for Katie with another friend: “Where is Katie?”
1. She must be on the bus. 2. She might come soon. 3. She
could be lost. 4. She may be looking for us in the wrong room.
5. She can’t be at home.
Rick is thinking about yesterday. Where was Katie last
night?
1. She must have forgotten about our date. 2. She might
have worked late. 3. She could have taken the wrong bus. 4.
She may have felt ill. 5. She can’t have stayed at home.
4a. Work in pairs. Read the Internet post headlines and guess what
the posts could be about. Use modals of deduction and speculations
in your statements.

Model. The post “Ohio hospital can force chemo on Amish girl”
must be about the Amish group of people not wanting
chemo therapy for a girl from their community who
has cancer. I know that the Amish people are very religious and they don’t use almost any modern technologies. If the community insist on no chemo for the girl,
she might die without the treatment she needs.
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OHIO HOSPITAL CAN FORCE CHEMO ON AMISH GIRL
Mardi Gras parade 2014 is postponed in DC due to cold temperatures,
snow and sleet
Most Americans admit to knowing almost nothing about Mormonism
Redskins: to change or not to change the name of the football team?
Join the Effort to Make English the Official Language
THE 5 TYPES OF RUSSIAN AMERICANS

How immigrants contributed to the portrait of our nation
Native American colleges offer tribal culture education
along with academics
4b. Discuss the last headline as a class.
4c. Compare your ideas with the graph.

Change in Foreign-Born Population by Region of Birth

4d. Work in pairs. Speak about the ﬁgures in the graph.

1. About 50 years ago, what regions of the world did the
most immigrants come from?
2. What regions keep contributing to the US population
in the 21st century?
5a. In pairs, play American foods speculating game.
280
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In turn, make statements about the American foods listed
below, e.g. “It is a kind of chips” or “It could be a dessert” or “It
must have originated in Italy” or “It can’t have originated
in the US, it’s like Indian food”. Take notes of how many points
you “bet” for each statement.
10 points for facts

1

7 points for “must”

2

clam chowder
4

3

nachos
5

beef jerky

4 points for “might /
may / could / can’t”

jambalaya
6

fajitas

BLT

5b.  Listen and see how many points you earned in ex. 5a. Keep
the points if your statement was true, and subtract the points if it
was wrong.
6. Write why you think people call the USA the land of diversity.

LESSON 3: AMERICAN NATION WITH
THE SLAVIC ACCENT
Communicative area: reading, listening and speaking about the
Slavic inﬂuence on the American culture; making speculations,
deductions, justiﬁcations
Active vocabulary: Eastern Europeans, Slavs, Slavic, immigrate,
emigrate
Grammar revision: modals of speculation and deduction; conditionals
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1. Where are these people from? What people are you?

Eastern Europeans

Slavs
Ukrainians
Russians

the Slavs  – people

Belarusians

Slavic (adj.)

2a. Immigrants from Eastern Europe have inﬂuenced American
culture and science enormously. Work in pairs. Make your
speculations about the people in the photos: their origins,
professions, achievements.

Model. I think I know who Isaac Asimov was. He couldn’t
be Russian, he must have been of Jewish origin as his
name was Isaac. He must have been a very popular science-fiction writer because my dad has a lot of his
books in our home library.
1

3
2

Milla Jovovich
(b. 1975; imm. 1980)
4

Josef Brodsky
(1940–1996; imm. 1972)
5

Isaac Asimov
Igor Sikorsky
(1920–1992; imm. 1923) (1889–1972; imm. 1919)
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Vladimir Zworykin
(1888–1982; imm. 1918)
6

Sergei
Rachmaninoff
(1873–1943; imm. 1917)
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7

8

Serge Brin
(b. 1973; imm. 1979)

Alex Galchenyuk
(b. 1994)

2b. Read the biographical facts and see if your guesses were correct.
Match the names with the facts. Who was the person you knew the
most about? Whose names did you come across only today?

Model. 1 – Milla Jovovich – d.
a) a Ukrainian-born aircraft designer, the world’s first helicopter inventor; emigrated to the U.S. after the Revolution
in Russia in 1917
b) a Russian poet and essayist; was expelled from the Soviet
Union in 1972; taught at U.S. universities (Yale, Cambridge,
Michigan); was awarded the 1987 Nobel Prize in Literature
c) a Russian-born outstanding composer, pianist and conductor
d) a Ukrainian-born model, actress, musician, and fashion
designer
e) an American-born to former Belarusian parents; a promising player of the NHL (National Hockey League)
f) a Russian-born inventor and engineer responsible for
many advances in radio, television and the electron microscope
g) a Russian-born computer scientist, entrepreneur, cofounder of Google; the fourth youngest billionaire in the world
h) a Russian-born professor of biochemistry and writer
(over 500 books and 9,000 letters and postcards)
2c. Work in pairs. Speak about how culture and science would
be different if the people from ex. 2a and many others had never left
their motherland.

immigrate = come into a country because you want to live
there
emigrate = leave your country in order to live in another
country
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Model. If Vladimir Zworykin hadn’t emigrated to the USA, the
USSR might have been responsible for many achievements in the development of television as well as radio
and the electron microscope.
2d. Read the part of an Internet post and say what group of Slavic
immigrants the people from ex. 2a belong to. Why might they have
emigrated to the USA?

The 5 Types of Russian Americans
1. The White Russians (arrived in 1917–1920’s, 1945) Social origins: clerks, Tsarist officials, aristocrats, White Army
officers, philosophers and intellectuals. Culturally related
to migrants from the Russian Empire
2. The Soviet Jews (arrived in 1970’s-early 1990’s). Social
origins: ordinary Jewish families. Culturally related to the
wave of Jewish emigration
3. The Brain Box Migrants (arrived in 1990’s). Social origins: academia
4. The Russian Brides (arrived from early 1990’s). Social
origins: ordinary families
5. New Depression Wave (arrived in 2000’s). Social origins:
students, businesspeople, rich elites, yuppies
2e. Work in pairs. Answer the questions.

1. How must the immigration waves from Eastern Europe
have been connected with Russian history? 2. What kinds of
people has Eastern Europe contributed to America? 3. Why do
you think immigrants often anglicize their names in their new
home?
2f. If you want to know more about the people in ex. 2a, do some
research at home.
3a.  Irving Berlin and Ira and George Gershwin are another
example of famous Americans with Russian roots. Listen and take
notes about them.

 born
284

 how they became Americans
 famous for
 other facts
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 family

Irving Berlin

3b.

Ira and George Gershwin

 Listen again and check.

4a. Use the words on the right to complete Irving Berlin’s famous
song.

God bless … , land that I love,
Stand beside her and … her
Through the night with a light
from … .
From the … , to the prairies,
To the … white with foam,
God bless America,
My home … home.

Alaska / America / the USA
hide / watch / guide
above / the moon / the sun
cities / mountains / homes
oceans / rivers / ice cream
salty / bitter / sweet

God Bless America is not the national anthem of the United
States; the US anthem is called The Star-Spangled Banner.
4b.

 Listen to the song and check your answers.

5. Work in pairs. Speak about people you know. If not sure, make
your speculations on their reasoning.

1. Do you know anybody who has emigrated to the USA?
2. When did it happen?
3. Why did they go?
4. Are they happy with their choice?
5. Why do you think they say “Don’t confuse tourism with
immigration?”
6. Would you ever emigrate? Why?
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LESSON 4: TAKE EVERY OPPORTUNITY
TO HAVE FEWER REGRETS
OF WHAT YOU DIDN’T DO
Communicative area: expressing regrets and criticism
Active grammar: should / shouldn’t have done
1. Work in pairs. Discuss.

1. Have you ever made mistakes? 2. Have you ever wanted
to go back in time and do things differently? 3. What have you
done recently that was a mistake? 4. Have you failed to do
something important recently? 5. What was the result of not
doing this?
2a.  Zakhar is an exchange student to an American college. Listen
and match the pictures to the conversations.
A.

2b.

B.

C.

 Listen again and answer the questions.

1. What did Zakhar do wrong? 2. What is a better idea for
what he did?
3a. Answer the questions about what you heard in ex. 2a.

1. Who said, “You should’ve read all emails from the programme coordinator?” 2. Who said, “You shouldn’t have spent
all your money on the first day?” 3. Who said, “I could’ve done
it differently?” 4. Who said, “We shouldn’t have eaten that
much!?”
3b. Which sentences express regret? 6. Which sentences express
criticism? How do you express regret or criticism with a modal
verb?
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4a. Choose the right formula for expressing regrets and criticism.

could / should / would + infinitive
could / should / would + have + V3
regret = feeling sorry or sad about past mistakes, poor decisions and missed opportunities
criticism = comments that show that you think something
is wrong or bad
4b. Work in pairs. Discuss what regrets people might have in these
situations:
1

2

4

6

3

5

7
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Model. 1 – I should’ve taken a taxi. or I shouldn’t have played the
computer game before leaving for the airport. or I
could’ve asked the reception to give me a wakeup call.
5a. Work in pairs. Discuss.

1. Do you like to criticise other people? 2. Do you like to be
criticised? 3. Do you know anybody who likes being criticised?
4. Why don’t people like being criticised? 5. Do we need to be
criticised? Why?
5b. One statement is accusation; the other – criticism. Which do you
think is more likely to be heard by someone who did wrong? Why?

a) You should’ve told me you had some problems with your
Geography teacher. If I know what the problem is, I will find
a way to deal with it.
b) You never tell me what is going on. You always keep secrets.
6. Work in pairs. Play the tic-tac-toe game “Regrets and Criticism”.

How to play: Decide who is a “naught”, and who
is a “cross”. Play in turns. Choose one space. Express a regret or criticism. If your partner
is happy with your answer, mark this space with
X or O. The player who has three marks horizontally, vertically or diagonally is the winner.
Round 1 – be the person on the space you choose. Round 2 –
be this person’s friend.
I missed the bus!

I didn’t do well
at the grammar
exam!

I fell when I was
running
down
the stairs.

I left my homework at home.

The jeans I bought
online are too
short!

I got a parking
ticket!

I have a headache.

I can’t hear the
message on the
answering
machine!

It rained so hard
and I got wet
through.
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7a.  Listen to the song and write the words down. The song is only
one sentence long, and has 16 words. The song features the words
of the American poet John Greenleaf Whittier (1807–1892).
7b. Work in pairs or small groups. John Greenleaf Whittier thinks
that those words are the saddest. Are they? Let’s compare modality.

It might have been …
Step 1. Replace “might” with the modal verbs below. Discuss how the meaning of the phrase changes.
could
couldn’t
should
shouldn’t would
wouldn’t
Step 2. Re-evaluate the poet’s statement. What are the saddest words in your opinion?
Step 3. Write down what the saddest thing for you is.
8. Choose one quote. Write why you agree or disagree with it.

Never regret anything because at one time it was exactly what you wanted.

Failure is never as
scary as regret.

I don’t regret the things I have
done. I just regret the things I didn’t
do when I had the chance ...

LESSON 5: THE MILESTONES OF AMERICAN
HISTORY
Communicative area: speaking about causes and effects of historical
events; connecting ideas in coherent sentences and texts
Grammar revision: however, nevertheless, moreover, as a result,
in fact; modals of deduction
1. Discuss the quote by Jodi Picoult, an American writer. Would you
change it? How?

“History isn’t about dates and places and wars. It’s about
the people who fill the spaces between them.”
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2a. Read and say how the groups of sentences are different.
Which is better? Why?

1. a) I can speak English. I can speak Spanish. I can speak Belarusian.
b) I can speak English, Spanish, and Belarusian.
2. a) I’ve been to London. I haven’t been to New York.
b) I’ve been to London but I haven’t been to New York.
2b. What role do words like “and” and “but” play in a sentence? Can
you give more examples of words that connect ideas?
3a. Work in pairs. Read and prove, with already known facts, the
four underlined statements in the text.

The United States of America is rather young – it is only a little over 200 years old. However, its history – from the early
exploration till the modern days – has been filled with numerous events and victories, as well as outstanding people behind
them. Nevertheless, American history hasn’t always been all
peaches and cream (a very enjoyable experience): quite a lot
of ill political decisions have been made by the country’s leaders and as a result, many times in history Americans protested
against the government and fought for what they considered
right. In fact, the U.S. tries to be a fair and just society and
much of the time it succeeds. Through compromise and change,
the country has grown. Moreover, it has prospered and made
progress toward its ideals. All in all, so that to be fair1 one
should take into consideration all available facts that add to
the whole picture.
3b. Match the connectives with their meaning.

1) in fact, certainly, of course
2) in conclusion, to sum up, all in all, finally
3) but, however, nevertheless, on the other
hand
4) and, also, moreover, furthermore, in addition
5) as a result, so, this is why
1
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a) addition
b) contrast
c) emphasis
d) summary
e) effect

fair – справедливый / справядлівы
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4. Connect the ideas together. Use the words from ex. 3b.

1. The first “Americans” lived in what now is Alaska for
thousands of years. They crossed the land bridge from Asia.
2. Christopher Columbus was Italian. Queen Isabella
of Spain paid for his trips.
3. Millions of Europeans came to America for different reasons. Some left their homes to escape war. Some wanted political or religious freedom.
4. After Britain won a costly war with France in the 1750s,
the American colonists were asked to help pay for the war and
for Britain’s large empire. The taxes were raised. The revolutionary movement began.
5. Americans won the War of Independence from Britain.
13 colonies became the United States.
5a. Work in pairs. Discuss what these dates mean in American
history. Use modals of deduction if you are not 100% sure.

1492

1775–1783
1939–1945

1776
1963

1861–1865
1914–1918
2001, September 11

Model. 1492 is the year when Columbus reached America. or
1492 must be the year when Columbus came to America.
5b. Work in pairs. Complete the milestones of American history with
the names.

American, Boston, Britain, British, California, Christopher Columbus, Congress, Declaration of Independence, Germany, Japanese, King, Pentagon, president, Russia, South,
United States, World Trade, World War I, World War II
1 1492 – … sails across the Atlantic from Spain and lands
in the Bahamas.
2 1773 – The … Tea Party. Colonists, protesting against
the … and their taxes, dump 300 crates of tea into the sea.
3 1775–1783 – The Revolutionary War (the War of Independence from …)
4 1776 – The … . The colonists declare that they are no longer ruled by the British.
5 1783 – The end of the Revolutionary War. Great Britain
formally acknowledges the United States of America. 13 colonies became the … .
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6 1848 – Gold is discovered in … , which leads to “the gold
rush”.
7 1861–1865 – The Civil War (the North against the … )
is won by the North, leading to the end of slavery.
8 1867 – The U.S. formally takes possession of Alaska after
purchasing the territory from … .
9 1914–1918 – … . The U.S. enters the war (against Germany and Austria-Hungary) in December 1917.
10 1920 – … passes the 19th Amendment which grants
women suffrage (the right to vote).
11 1939–1945 – … . The U.S. enters the war (against … and
Japan) in 1941, after the … attack the … fleet at Pearl Harbour.
12 1963 – Martin Luther … delivers his “I Have a Dream”
speech, part of a huge protest against the poor treatment
of black people. The Civil Rights Act is signed by the … the following year.
13 2001, September 11 – Terrorist attacks kills thousands
of civilians and destroy the … Twin Towers in New York City
and part of the … in Washington, D.C.
5c. Match the paintings to the milestones in American history which
they depict.

Model. A – The Declaration of Independence.
A

B

C
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D
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E

G

F

H

5d. Work in pairs. Choose any two events and discuss what might
have provoked them. How might those events have inﬂuenced the
American national character?
6a. Work in two groups: A and B. Students A read Text A. Students
B read Text B. In your groups, discuss the texts and answer the
questions.

1. What event was it? 2. When did it happen? 3. Why did
it happen? 4. What happened after the event? Did it reach its
goal? 5. What names are connected to the event?

Text A
It happened in Boston, Massachusetts, on December 16, 1773.
The protestors, led by Samuel Adams, called themselves The
Sons of Liberty. They objected to being ruled by the British and
having to pay them tax. A group of about a hundred protestors
disguised themselves as Mohawk Native Americans, and went
on board three British cargo ships that were in the harbour.
They threw the cargo – 342 crates full of tea – into the sea. The
dumped tea cost a lot of money. It didn’t especially hurt the
British. It was symbolic. It encouraged other Americans to protest against the British. It was one of the key events which led
up to the American Revolution, the War of Independence and
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American independence. The event is called the Boston Tea
Party.

Text B
Alaska, one of the American states, used to be the territory
of Russia. In the 19th century Russia sold it to America. Russia
had just been defeated in the Crimean war. Alaska was remote,
lightly populated and difficult to defend. Russia didn’t want
to lose the land to Britain. The profits of trade with Alaskan
settlements were low. Russia offered to sell Alaska to the United States in 1859. The U.S. Civil War delayed the sale. After
the war, Secretary of State William Seward renewed Russia’s
offer. The price of $7.2 million was negotiated. The Senate approved the treaty of purchase. President Andrew Johnson
signed it. Alaska was formally transferred to the U.S. on October 18, 1867. The purchase was unpopular at the time. Americans called Alaska “Seward’s Icebox”. In the 1890s, a gold rush
in Alaska brought thousands of settlers. In 1968, discovery
of oil led to an oil boom. Today, 25 percent of America’s oil and
over 50 percent of its seafood come from Alaska.
6b. Work in pairs – with one student A and one student B. In turn, tell
your partner about the event you’ve read about. Do you think people
learn from history?
6c. Surf the net and prepare a short message about another event
from ex. 5b. When needed, use the connectives from ex. 3b.

LESSON 6: YOU HAVE THE RIGHT NOT
TO REMAIN SILENT
Communicative area: learning about the freedom of speech; learning
more history through quotes from speeches of outstanding Americans;
assessing the problems of modern America; looking for possible
solutions
Active vocabulary: assembly, to guarantee, Constitution, equal
rights, to censor, to publish, protest, tax, election

294

Правообладатель Вышэйшая школа

1a. Discuss in pairs. What three freedoms do you think Americans
enjoy?

freedom of street fighting
freedom of the press
freedom of peaceful assembly
freedom of speech
1b.

 Listen and check.

1c.

 Listen again and ﬁll in the gaps.

These are the (1) … that Americans enjoy, and they’re guaranteed by the United States Constitution. If you live in America,
you have the (2) … to say whatever you want to whoever you
want whenever you want. The only rule is you have to do it in
a (3) … manner. Students can go into the streets and protest
high costs or lack of jobs. Workers can hold a peaceful assembly (4) … low pay, high taxes or bad working conditions. People
can even hold peaceful protests against the (5) … of the United
States. (6) … can publicly express their political views or complaints peacefully in America, without the fear of being punished. A well-known example of (7) … speech took place in 1963,
when 250,000 people gathered in (8) …, D.C., to speak for equal
rights for all Americans. Another famous example was the protests against the Vietnam (9) … in the 1960s and 1970s all
across the Unites States.
Free speech also helps Americans to stay informed about
their (10) … leaders. Americans (11) … post on You Tube and
Facebook, publishing (12) … views on the American presidential candidates. This helps Americans (13) … their decision
on election day. The (14) … of the press is another freedom that
is guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution. The United States does
(15) … censor any media.
2a. What do the words in bold mean in the text? Match.

a) to make sure that something happens
b) to put something written where other people can read it,
on paper or online
c) a system of laws and principles of a government or society
d) a group of people who meet in one place for a common
purpose
e) rights that are the same for all people
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f) to remove parts of someone’s speech, statement or written work because it is considered harmful or improper for publication
g) an amount of money you have to pay to the government
that it uses to provide public services and pay for government
institutions
h) an occasion when people vote for someone to represent
them, e.g. in the government
i) a meeting or public statement by people who strongly disagree with a policy, law, etc.
2b. Are the sentences true or false?

1. It’s a new government’s job to write a new U.S. Constitution after election.
2. In the U.S. they censor only the governmental media.
3. Since Columbus, all people of America have always had
equal rights.
4. Nobody in America believes that the U.S. Constitution
guarantees what it says.
5. Peaceful protests are a norm in the United States
of America.
6. Every U.S. citizen who earns money has to pay taxes.
7. To participate in elections is the right and responsibility
of every American citizen.
8. Americans are not allowed to get together for protests
or meetings.
9. Any American can publish anything online unless it’s
about sex, politics or religion.
3a. Many Americans have made their mark on U.S. history. Work
in pairs. Say two facts about each person.

Barack Obama Neil Armstrong
George Washington

M.L. King Jr. Steve Jobs
John F. Kennedy

3b. The people in ex. 3a were also great speakers. Match the parts
of quotes they once said.

1. “I have a dream that my four little children will one day
live in a nation …
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2. “Change will not come if we wait for some other person
or some other time. We are the ones …
3. “This country cannot afford to be …
4. “That’s one small step for a man, one …
5. “Your time is limited, so don’t waste it living someone
else’s life. Don’t live with the results of other people’s thinking. And most important, have …
A. … materially rich and spiritually poor.” – John F. Kennedy,
35th U.S. president; Annual Message to the Congress, 1963
B. … giant leap for mankind” – Neil Armstrong, American
astronaut; first words after he made his first step on the moon’s
surface, 1969
C. … we’ve been waiting for. We are the change that we
seek.” – Barack Obama, 44th U.S. president; Presidential Candidate speech, Feb. 5, 2008
D. … the courage to follow your heart and intuition. They somehow already know what you truly want to become. Everything else
is secondary.” – Steve Jobs, American entrepreneur, co-founder
of Apple Inc.; address to Stanford University graduates, 2005
E. … where they will not be judged by the colour of their
skin, but by the content of their character.” – Martin Luther
King Jr., leader of the African-American Civil Rights movement
in the U.S.; March on Washington, 1963
3c. Whose name in ex. 3a is extra? Who’s the man? Why is he
famous?
4a.  Listen to a speech from the ﬁlm The Newsroom. What title
goes better with it?

America is the best country in the world.
America isn’t the best country in the world.
America has never been the best country in the world.
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4b.  Listen again and say what these numbers stand for in the
speech.

207

180

7

49

3

4

26

4c.  Listen again and make a list of positive and negative things
journalist 3 mentions.
4d. Work in pairs. If you were American leaders, what would you
change to make America the greatest country again? Choose three
problems and be ready to offer possible solutions to them.

LESSON 7: GET YOUR KICKS TOURING
AMERICA
Communicative area: planning a stay in the U.S.
Active vocabulary: highway, miles, route, to motor, a road trip,
a cruise, a rail pass, a caravan, camping
Grammar revision: would for imagined situations
1a. First, work in small groups to elicit ideas; then, as a class make
a list on the board: Things to do in the USA. For now, don’t use
maps, reference books or the Net.
1b.  How do Americans travel their country? Listen and make
a list.
1c. What do the words mean?

to motor

road trip

cruise

rail pass

caravan / camping

2. Work in pairs. Imagine you have enough money for three weeks
in the USA. You arrive in Chicago and ﬂy home from San Bernardino.
How would you plan your stay?
3a.  Listen to a popular American song and say what way
of travelling from Chicago to Los Angeles they suggest.
3b.  Listen again, follow the map (p. 299), and make a list of cities
and towns Route 66 goes through.
3c. Answer the questions.
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1. What is Route 66? 2. How long is it? 3. What states does
it go through?
3d.

 Listen and ﬁll in the gaps.
If you ever plan to … west,
Travel my way, take the … that’s the best:
Get your kicks on … sixty-six.
It winds from Chicago to LA,
More than two … miles all the way.
Get your kicks on Route … .
Now you go … Saint Louis, Joplin (Missouri),
And Oklahoma City looks mighty …
You’ll see Amarillo, Gallup (New Mexico),
Flagstaff (Arizona), don’t … Winona,
Kingman, Barstow, San Bernardino.
Won’t you get hip to this timely tip
when you make that California …:
Get your kicks on Route sixty-six.

4a. Read and put the facts in chronological order.
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A. In the 1960s they had a very popular TV show Route 66
where two young men travelled across America.
B. In 1985 Route 66 was decertified as a U.S. Highway.
However, there are several associations dedicated to the preservation of the road. About 80% of it is still drivable.
C. A desire to link small towns in America with big cities
was a prime reason to establish a road connecting Chicago
to Los Angeles. The road was completed in 1938. Route 66 goes
through 8 states: Illinois, Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas,
New Mexico, Arizona and California. According to the song,
it is “more than 2,000 miles all the way”. In fact, it is 2,448
miles, which is 3,940 km.
D. The novelist John Steinbeck in The Grapes of Wrath
(1939) described Route 66 as the ‘Mother Road’. The nickname
was soon adapted and is still used.
E. Route 66 inspired Pixar and Disney to make an animated
movie Cars in 2006.
F. The Lincoln Highway was the first transcontinental road
across the U.S. It was built in 1913. It goes from New York
to San Francisco through 14 states and over 700 cities, towns
and villages.
G. “Get Your Kicks on Route 66”, composed in 1946 by
Bobby Troup, was first recorded by Nat King Cole and since
then has been covered by many artists including The Rolling
Stones and Depeche Mode.
4b. Answer the questions.

1. Why is Route 66 the most famous road in America?
2. How long is the road in kilometers? 3. Is it the first U.S.
highway? 4. Do they still use Route
66? 5. Why did they build Route 66?
6. Route 66 is definitely a part
of American pop culture. Give examples.
5a. Look back at ex. 2. Work in pairs.
How would you change your initial plan
(you have enough money, three weeks,
friends in Chicago and LA)?
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Devil’s Elbow Bridge
(Missouri)
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Cadillac Ranch, Amarillo
(Texas)

Wigwam motel, Holbrook
(Arizona)

Hotel, Santa Fe (New Mexico)

Classic Car Show, San Bernardino
(California)

Flagstaff, AZ, gateway
to the Grand Canyon

5b. Write a letter to your imaginary friend in the U.S. Tell them what
your ideas on touring America are. Ask for more recommendations.

FOR UNIT 9, LESSON 4, EXERCISE 4
Team B: boomer: a large male kangaroo.
Corroboree: aboriginal dance ceremony or meeting.
Pommy: someone from the British Isles. Most probably, it derives from
the acronym P.O.M.E. stamped on early convicts’ clothing, which stood for
Prisoner of Mother England.
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EXAM BITESIZE
I. Reading
Read the articles and say in 2–3 sentences what they are about.

The Jefferson Memorial
Thomas Jefferson is one of the greatest figures in the history of the nation. He was Ambassador to France, Secretary
of State, Vice President, and the third President of the United States, from 1801 to 1809. He was the principal author
of the Declaration of Independence and is considered one
of the Fathers of the Nation. As President, Thomas Jefferson
established the U.S. Military Academy, abolished slave trade,
bought the huge Louisiana Territory for the U.S. from
France. To explore the new territory he requested for the
Congress approval on exploration of the west (Lewis and
Clark Expedition). Many of Jefferson’s ideas became basic
principles of the government of the United States. For example, he believed that “all men are created equal”. He also said
that power must come from “the consent of the governed”
(the voters, not the leaders). He wanted education available
to all, freedom of religion and separation between church and
state, free elections, a free press, and free speech.
As a young man, Thomas Jefferson was a farmer and
a lawyer. Later, he was also a scientist, an inventor, a philosopher, and an architect. He designed his own home, called
Monticello. He could communicate in French, Italian, Spanish, Latin, and Greek.
The Jefferson Memorial in Washington, DC is a memorial
that honours a great man of the American nation. The domeshaped rotunda is one of the most impressive sites in Washington, DC. Inside the monument, the 6-metre bronze statue
of Jefferson is surrounded by passages from the Declaration
of Independence and Jefferson’s other writings.
President Roosevelt felt that a person of such significance
deserved a memorial, similar to the Lincoln Memorial and
Washington Memorial. The construction began in 1939 and
continued despite the USA’s entrance into World War II. The
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memorial was opened to the public on April 13, 1943, the
200th anniversary of Jefferson’s birth.
1. The author says that one of Jefferson’s ideas was that all people
are born the same and should receive the same treatment under
the law. Find this extract and read it aloud.
2. What main difﬁculty did Americans have while the memorial was
being constructed?
3. Why do Americans consider Thomas Jefferson a great man?

Lincoln Memorial
Abraham Lincoln is a huge name in the history of the United
States. Americans pay him tribute in many ways: they
placed Lincoln’s portrait on every five-dollar bill, they
carved his face into Mount Rushmore in South Dakota; they
named the first highway in the USA after him; they built
a memorial in his honour in Washington, D.C.; and they
celebrate his birthday on President’s Day throughout all the
country.
Abraham Lincoln grew up in Kentucky in a one-room log
cabin. He couldn’t go to school, so he taught himself. He became a lawyer. Lincoln was against slavery and gave some famous speeches about his ideas when he was running for the
Senate.
Abraham Lincoln became the 16th U.S. president
in 1861. He guided his country through a great constitutional, military and moral crisis – the American Civil War (1861–
1865) – after 11 of 15 Southern slaveholding states left the
United States to form the Confederate States of America.
President Lincoln freed the slaves with the Emancipation
Proclamation in 1863. He had a plan to bring the South back
into the Union after the Civil War, but he couldn’t carry out
the plan because he was assassinated. On April 9, 1865 a Confederate sympathizer shot Abraham Lincoln to death. Five
days after, the Confederacy surrendered.
The Lincoln Memorial commemorates the life of Abraham
Lincoln. The monument’s design was modeled after the Parthenon in Athens. Inside the building, there is a 5.8-meter
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statue of a sitting Lincoln; on two opposite walls, there are
stone engravings of two famous Lincoln’s speeches.
The construction of the Lincoln Memorial lasted from
1914 to 1922. It is pictured on the reverse of the U.S. penny
and the back of the U.S. five dollar bill.
1. The author says that Lincoln had to struggle for a living and for
learning. Find this extract and read it aloud.
2. Who won the Civil War – the North (the Union army) or the South
(the Confederate army)?
3. Why do Americans consider Abraham Lincoln a great man?

II. Listening
 Listen to a telephone conversation and answer the questions
below.
1. Where is Danila calling from?
2. What did he like about the flight?
3. Who are Mr and Mrs Foxwell?

 Listen again and answer the questions below.
1. Why is Danila calling tonight?
2. What does he like about the house where he’s staying?
3. Why does he finish the conversation?

III. Speaking
Let’s talk about Americans.

1. What do you think an average American is?
2. What American values and attitudes do you like? What
American values or attitudes don’t you understand?
3. What questions would you ask an American teenager?
4. Give advice about visiting the most interesting places
in the USA.
5. Make your deductions on possible changes in the American nation’s life with the rise of Latin American and Asian
immigration.
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UNIT 12
SOUTH AFRICA, INDIA,
NEW ZEALAND
LESSON 1: TO RULE OR TO BE RULED?
Communicative area: speaking about how some countries became
English-speaking; prioritizing the legacies of the British Empire;
hypothesizing on being part of a colony or a ruling country
Active vocabulary: an empire, a colony, to claim, to break out,
a legacy, to fall apart
Grammar revision: modal verbs of deduction and speculation,
conjunctions
1. How well do you know world geography? Play the Snowball game
as a group. In turn, say one country. Listen to what the others say.
Don’t repeat countries. Who says the last word?
2a.  Listen to the song which is a list of 29 countries. Write them
in the order you hear. Listen again until you get them all.
2b. What do all these countries have in common?
3a.

 Listen to the riddle. Which country from ex. 2a is it?

3b. Work in pairs. Choose a country from ex. 2a and make a riddle
about it. Give as much information as you can. Let your partner
guess. Swap roles.

Model. A: This country is an island in the Indian Ocean. It used
to be called Ceylon. It lies to the east of the southern
tip of India. The major religion in the country is Buddhism. Its capital is Colombo. The country is famous
for tea which they grow on numerous tea plantations.
B: Is it Sri Lanka? – A: Yes, it is!
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4a. Discuss why the countries in ex. 2a might or must have become
English-speaking.

might / may / could

must

 Listen and check.

4b.

4c. Choose the best title for the text you’ve just heard.

Lesson on world geography
British expats
One of the world’s largest empires
4d.

 Listen again and put the pictures in chronological order.
James Cook

Hamphry
Gilbert

Australia
Newfoundland

India
Malta

Canada
Mauritius
America
Caribbean
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Sierra Leone
Uganda
Nigeria

Kenija

Ghana
Tanzania
Cameroon
Zambia

South Africa

Zimbabwe
4e. What do the words from the text mean?

1) an empire
2) a colony
3) to claim (smth)
4) to break out
5) a legacy
6) to fall apart

a) smth (tradition, achievement)
that is a result of the past
b) a number of countries ruled
by one person / government
c) to no longer continue
d) to start, usually about smth bad
e) a country that is controlled
by another country
f) to say something is yours

4f. Play a dice game.

Round 1: Throw the dice and complete the sentence.
1. The Soviet Union … in 1991.
2. One of many … the Romans left behind were roads all
across Europe.
3. No country has ever ruled Thailand; it has never been
a….
4. The Great Patriotic War … on June 22, 1941.
5. In 1897 France … Madagascar as a colony.
6. The Mongol … was the largest one in world history that
had its lands joined together.
Round 2: Throw the dice and make your own sentence.
1 – empire, 2 – colony, 3 – claim, 4 – break out, 5 – legacy,
6 – fall apart.
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5a. Read about the achievements left by the British Empire in three
former British colonies. Make a list of legacies for each country.

Although the British Empire has fallen apart, we can still see
lots of legacies of its huge impact on the world. The most obvious legacy of the British Empire is the English language, which
has spread all over the world and become the world’s international language of business. However, one of the other best legacies of the British Empire is a Westminster-style parliamentary government, a stable system of free and democratic government with regular elections, which has served as the model for
the parliaments of the Commonwealth countries such as Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa (until the 1960’s), India, Jamaica, Malta, Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago, and the
Bahamas. Another example of British legacy is the common law
system, which works on the principle that it is unfair to treat
similar facts differently on different occasions. All previous
cases (precedents) are collected into the body, which binds future decisions. This system was developed in England and used
throughout the British Empire. One third of the world’s population including India, the U.S., Pakistan, Canada, Malaysia,
South Africa, Australia, Sri Lanka, Ireland, New Zealand, and
Israel live under the system of common law. One obvious visible
legacy of the British Empire is flags. Countries like Australia,
New Zealand, Fiji Islands and three Canadian provinces still
contain the British Union Jack on their national flags.
The Imperial system of measurement is another legacy
of the British Empire. All former British colonies used this
system until recently. It consisted of pounds and ounces, miles,
feet and inches, gallons and pints, etc. However, after World
War II, the need to develop trade around the world made the
Commonwealth countries take the decision to convert to the
metric system of measurement with its kilogrammes and
grammes, kilometres, metres and centimetres, litres and millilitres, etc. Since then, most countries including Canada, Australia, South Africa, New Zealand and India have gone metric.
Nevertheless, Imperial units are still widely used on a personal
basis by many of the people and the United States of America
is still committed to the old British system of measurement.
Another evident legacy of the British Empire is driving
on the left side of the road which people in all non-European
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former British colonies still do. The last but not the least
British Empire legacy is sports. The most notable is cricket,
which is widely played throughout the Commonwealth. Rugby
and soccer follow close behind and are hugely popular among
people of New Zealand and South Africa, India and Sri
Lanka.
5b. Work in pairs. Rank all the legacies from ex. 5a. Which, in your
opinion, is the most important? Which is the least important?
5c. The same ideas can be expressed in many ways. Use the
conjunctions in the box to complete the sentences. Sometimes
more than one conjunction can be used. Sometimes a conjunction
is used more than once.

moreover
since
however
in contrast
nevertheless
on the other hand
and
as a result
as well as
this is why
in fact
in other words
in addition
neither … nor
still
1. The British Empire fell apart decades ago. Still we can
see lots of its legacies. …, Britain has made a huge impact
on the world.
2. As a result of Britain’s presence, its former colonies adopted its language, system of measurement … even favourite
sports. … , former British colonies were introduced to the British systems of government … law.
3. Britain used to rule almost quarter of the world’s territory. … the Union Jack is a part of many national flags.
4. The USA used to be a British colony like many other
countries. …, the American flag doesn’t repeat the British
flag’s pattern. …, both flags have the same colours: blue, white
and red.
5. Most British colonies have converted to the metric system of measurement. The USA, …, hasn’t. …, the United States
are one out of three countries in the world that are still on the
miles, feet, inches and gallons. …, Americans use Fahrenheit
as a temperature scale.
6. … Britain … most of its former colonies have switched
to driving on the right side of the road like other countries.
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7. … the British played their favourite sports in the colonies, they eventually became popular with the locals.
6. Choose a role: a) an emperor, b) a citizen of the ruling country
of an empire, c) a citizen of the country ruled by an empire, d) a ruler
of a country ruled by an empire. Write what you think about the past,
present and future of your country / empire.

LESSON 2: MEET THE RAINBOW NATION!
Communicative area: speaking about South Africa, its peoples and
languages
1. In pairs, play a dice game.

Round 1: One thing I know about South African …
Round 2: One thing I’d like to learn about South African …
1 – people, 2 – history, 3 – geography, 4 – animals, 5 – places, 6 – traditions.
2a. You have 5 minutes to study some facts about South Africa.
Remember as much as you can.

African people are natural singers and dancers. They sing
and dance when someone is born, gets married or dies.
The five most dangerous animals to hunt on foot are called
the “big five” in South Africa. They are a lion, an African elephant, a leopard, a Cape buffalo, and a rhinoceros.
Nelson Mandela was elected the first black president
of South Africa in 1994 after apartheid (racial segregation)
fell apart.
There are lots of things to see and do while in South Africa.
Some places to go to are Kruger National Park, Table Mountain, the Cape of Good Hope, Zululand, Battlefields, Soweto,
the Cradle of Humankind, and Namaqualand.
Cape Agulhas is the official dividing point between the Atlantic and Indian oceans.
Desmond Tutu, a South African social rights activist,
called South Africa the rainbow nation, which symbolizes the
unity of people of many different nations.
310

Правообладатель Вышэйшая школа

South Africa still has a lot of poverty problems. Poor black
South Africans live in poor areas called townships. There’re
several townships near each city. Soweto, the largest township
in the country, is situated near Johannesburg.
There are 9 provinces in South Africa: Western Cape, Eastern Cape, Free State, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Limpopo,
Mpumalanga, North West, Northern Cape.
The Orange River, 2,200 km long, is the longest river
in South Africa.
There are 11 official languages in South Africa: Afrikaans,
English, IsiNdebele, Xhosa, Zulu, Northern Sotho, Sotho,
Tswana, Swazi, Venda, Tsonga.
Lots of people made their mark on South African history:
Bartholomew Diaz, Vasco da Gama, Jan van Riebeeck, King
Shaka, Paul Kruger, Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu.
South Africa is about 7,500 km long from east to west, but
it is one time zone.
The key economic sectors include mining (coal, gold and diamonds, other), agriculture, fishery, vehicle manufacturing,
food processing, real estate, tourism, hotels, restaurants.
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2b. Cover the information in ex. 2a. In pairs, play the board game.

1.

2.
What countries
does SA share
a boarder with?

3.
Who was the first
President of SA
after apartheid
ended?

6.
Why is SA
called The Rainbow Nation?

5.
Go back
2 spaces.

4.
Where is the largest township
of SA situated?
What is it called?

7.
What is the longest river
in South Africa?

8.
Name as many
languages spoken in SA
as you can.

9.
Name any three
people connected
with the history
of SA.

12.
Name any five
places in SA
worth seeing.

11.
Go back
5 spaces.

10.
What do local people do when someone is born, dies,
gets married?

13.
When did Nelson Mandela become a President?

14.
What is the
“Big Five”
about? Name
them all.

15.
How many time
zones are there
in South Africa?

18.

17.
Name any three
industries that
support
SA economy.

16.
What colours
is the South African flag?

START HERE

FINISH
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2c. Get in four groups (1–4) and read one text together: group 1 read
text 1, group 2 read text 2, etc. Discuss the text and be ready to retell it.

Text 1. National Symbols
The current national South African flag was adopted in 1994
just before the first election in the newborn non-apartheid
country. It has quickly become a symbol of national unity in the
country that previously had been very much divided. The
bright flag can now be seen in many different places in South
Africa: on T-shirts, hats, key chains, and, of course, proudly
flying in appropriate locations and at sports events. Both black
and white South Africans display the flag with a pride that often surprises visitors to the country. The colours of the flag
have a significance that makes it so special for South Africans:
black colour represents black Africa as most South Africans
are Black; green – the agriculture and food production of the
country; yellow stands for the gold wealth of the country; red –
the blood of those who died trying to make South Africa free;
blue – plenty of blue sky; white is the international symbol
of peace and justice. The South African coat of arms (national
emblem) was adopted on Freedom Day in 2000. The motto
is written in the Khoisan language and literally means “Diverse
People Unite”. The ears of wheat symbolize fertility and
growth. Elephant tusks stand for wisdom and strength. The
shield displays both national identity and spiritual
defence. The human figures are derived from ancient South African rock art and stand for humanity in general. The protea flower is an emblem
of the beauty of the land. The secretary bird stands
for growth and speed, and its uplifted wings are
an emblem of the rise of the nation while offering
them protection at the same time. The rising sun
symbolizes the source of life and the ultimate humanity.

Text 2. Sports
In many ways, South Africa is a “sports-crazy” country. With
its moderate climate and open spaces, people have long been attracted to sports events. Sport was, of course, segregated for
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a very long time. During the apartheid years, the
government made it illegal for interracial groups
to compete together, or even against each other.
The government prevented foreign teams from
entering the country if those teams contained even
one player who was not white. South Africa national teams were chosen only from the white population. As a result, starting in 1968, South Africa was banned from competing in the Olympic Games and was
admitted back after Mandela’s release from prison in 1990.
A very significant event happened long ago and will long be remembered by South Africans: only one year after the 1994
vote, President Nelson Mandela wore a rugby jersey to congratulate the national rugby team, which was still largely
white, with their victory in the Rugby World Cup. This demonstrated the act of reconciliation between the races, which was
deeply felt both by the white and black people of South Africa.
In June 2002, South Africa’s soccer team, nicknamed Bafana
Bafana (“The Boys”), played in the Soccer World Cup final series. This was only the second time that South Africa had participated in the event. They were cheered by millions of South
Africans, black and white alike, and even though they were
eliminated in the first round, they returned home to a hero’s
welcome. Today South Africans can play together on the sports
field and people of all races and ethnicities have an opportunity
to compete for the honour of representing their country.
Soccer, cricket, and rugby are the most popular sports in the
country – both to play and watch.

Text 3. Rich and Poor
South Africa has a striking contrast in the
huge economic gap that exists between its rich
and its poor. Often these extremes – high-rise
glass buildings and the poverty stricken housing areas known as townships – exist almost
side by side. It was apartheid that was most responsible for the grossly distorted pattern
of income and opportunity and as a result for
very large inequalities in standards of living
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for white and black South Africans. Even though apartheid fell
apart in 1994, the effects of 350 years of ill treatment of an
80-percent majority of the population is sure to be seen for
many years and generations to come. The word apartheid has
a Dutch origin, meaning “separateness.” After the Dutch settled in the southwestern part of South Africa in 1652, they established a colony based on segregation, cheap labour (for
some), and slavery (for others). From that time until 1994,
South Africa was governed by the white minority. Apartheid
operated at two main levels: the segregation of facilities such
as toilets, park benches, buses, etc., and residential segregation where only certain ethnic groups were allowed to live
in particular areas and use its facilities, such as schools, hospitals, and markets. These levels of apartheid operated for a very
long time, and in many ways they have shaped the way of life
for generations of South Africans. The impacts of this discriminatory system are still widely felt today, even though the
country is now a democracy. It might take years – and perhaps
decades – of changed policy and division of resources to improve the whole situation of the black majority.

Text 4. Peoples of South Africa
and Their Languages
According to the Census of 2011 the country’s population was
51,770,560. The people were asked to describe themselves
in terms of five racial population groups, the result of which
was the following: black Africans are in the majority and make
up about 79.2% of the total population; the coloured population is 8.9%, while there are 8.9% whites; the Indian or Asian
population stands at about 2.5%; the other origin population
of South Africa takes less than 1%. Black South Africans belong to one out of four local ethnic groups.
White South Africans include Afrikaners, descendants of Dutch, German and French Huguenot who came to the country from the 17th
century onwards; English-speakers, descendants of settlers from the British Isles who
came to the country from the late 18th century
onwards. Immigrants and descendants of im-
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migrants from the rest of Europe, including Greeks, Portuguese, Eastern European Jews, Hungarians and Germans. Coloured South Africans are a people of mixed lineage descended
from black slaves and whites. The majority speak Afrikaans.
The majority of South Africa’s Asian population is Indian in origin, many of them descended from workers brought to work
on the sugar plantations of what was then Natal, one of South
African provinces, in the 19th century. Asian South Africans
are largely English-speaking, although many also speak the
languages of their origins. South Africa is a multilingual country. Its new democratic constitution of 1997 recognizes 11 official languages, to which it guarantees equal status. According to the 2011 census, Zulu is the most common home language and is spoken by just over 20% of the population, while
English takes fourth place. Most South Africans are multilingual, able to speak more than one language. A large number
of South Africans speak English, which is widespread in official and commercial public life.
2d. Walk around the class and tell your classmates what you learnt
from the text you’ve read in ex. 2c.
2e. How many questions can you answer without looking into
ex. 2c?

1. What do their national emblems mean to South Africans?
2. What sports are popular with South Africans? 3. How did
the abolishing of apartheid change the lives of South Africans?
4. What major groups make the South African population?
2f. Choose one question in ex. 2e, do more research on it and write
what you’ve learned.

LESSON 3: WOULD YOU RATHER GO ON SAFARI OR TAKE A CULTURAL TRIP?
Communicative area: speaking about cultural places to visit in South
Africa; planning a culture and history trip to South Africa
Active grammar: asking and answering hypothetical questions with
would rather
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1a. Which of the photographs couldn’t have been taken in South
Africa?

bungee jumping

surfing

go on safari

beach

Table Mountain climbing

cage swimming with sharks

penguins at Boulders Beach

ostrich

1b.  Listen to the song and put the pictures you hear in ex. 1a
in order.
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2. Choose the right options and work out the rule.

Would you rather swim with penguins or with a great
white shark?
1. “Would rather” equals / doesn’t equal “would like”.
2. “Would rather” shows a choice or preference between
usual / unusual (if ever) options.
3. “Would rather” is a modal / main verb.
4. “Would rather” takes / doesn’t take “to” after it.
3a.  Listen to the song (ex. 1b) again and write down the questions
you hear.
3b. Work in pairs. Ask and answer the questions from ex. 3a.
3c. Answer the new questions.

1. Would you rather eat cake, ice cream or a piece of chocolate right now?
2. Would you rather live in a big city or in a small town near
the sea?
3. Would you rather be invisible whenever you wanted
or have the ability to fly?
4. Would you rather take a course in Chinese, Swahili, Italian, or Hindi?
5. Would you rather spend a year in South Africa, India
or New Zealand?
6. Would you rather go on safari, go for outdoor activities
or take a cultural trip to South Africa?
3d. Make the “would rather” questions for your partner. Ask your
partner. Answer their questions.
4a. Look at the photos of South African cultural places. Guess what
they might be.
A
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C

E

D

F

G

4b. Read about the places in ex. 4a and check your answers.

Origins Centre is a new museum in Johannesburg filled with
clues, from little bits of sharpened rock to fascinating films depicting the shamanic trance rites of the nomadic San people.
The museum exhibits show the great genetic strand that binds
all of humanity to a common African ancestor. Visitors can
have a DNA testing that may provide them with a better idea
of where their ancestral roots may lie.
Shakaland Zulu Cultural village in KwaZulu-Natal is a
replication of a traditional Zulu homestead which documents
the life of the most influential leader of the Zulu Empire, King
Shaka. The cultural tour to the village includes participation
in traditional ceremonies, learning about Zulu customs, watching and doing the energetic Zulu dancing, spear throwing,
doing beadwork, pottery, and traditional Zulu crafts.
Rorke’s Drift and Isandlwana are two Anglo-Zulu War battlefield sites in KwaZulu-Natal within walking distance of each
other, encompass both the British Empire’s most humiliating
defeat and its most heroic victory in the colonies. At the Battle
of Isandlwana, more than 1,300 armed men were wiped out by a
“bunch of savages armed with sticks,” as the mighty Zulu nation was then referred to. Hours later, 139 British soldiers (35
of them ill) warded off a force of 4,000 Zulus for 12 hours, for
which an unprecedented 11 Victorian Crosses were awarded.
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Bo-Kaap is a township area in central Cape Town, one of the
few “nonwhite” areas to escape destruction during the apartheid era. It is a historical centre of Cape Muslim culture and is
known for its brightly coloured homes and cobble stoned streets.
Wupperthal is a small town in the Cederberg Mountains,
founded in 1830 by two German missionaries. It remains unchanged to this day and is both an architectural and cultural
living legacy of the early missionaries.
The Red Location Museum in Port Elizabeth is an awardwinning architectural wonder made up of 12 individual, rusty,
corrugated iron “memory boxes” filled with exhibits and narratives about local life and culture and the community’s contribution to the struggle against apartheid.
Robben Island is a prison for political activists since the
17th century, including its most famous prisoner, Nelson Mandela; located on an island 7 km west of the coast of Cape Town
and was commonly known as the Alcatraz of Africa. Today the
island is a museum and a nature reserve. It is a real symbol
of South Africa’s transformation.
4c. Are these statements true or false?

1. In the Origins Centre one can see how modern people are
connected to primates.
2. Shakaland Cultural village is an example of how the modern Zulu people live.
3. Rorke’s Drift and Isandlwana were two battles between
the local people and the British.
4. Bo-Kaap is a prestigious area in the centre of Cape Town.
5. In Wupperthal one can see how life was almost 200 years
ago.
6. The Red Location Museum is a tribute of respect to apartheid.
7. Nelson Mandela had a presidential residence on Robben
Island.
4d. Work in pairs. Ask your partner ﬁve questions about the places
in ex. 4b.

Model. Would you rather visit a battlefield or participate in a
spear throwing competition?
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5a. Work in pairs. Read the calendar of events for the South African
year. Choose the month to travel to South Africa. Use the information
in ex. 4b to plan your culture and history trip. You have enough
money and two weeks of time. You arrive to Cape Town and leave
from KwaZulu-Natal.

Canoe Race, Pietermaritzburg, KwaZuluNatal – the country’s most prestigious canoeing event covers 115 km.
February – Dance Umbrella, Johannesburg – a platform for the best contemporary choreography and dance in South Africa.
March – International Jazz Festival, Cape
Town – the best jazz talents perform for 2
days.
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Two Oceans Marathon, Cape Town –
a 56 km scenic route attracts some 12,000
athletes on Easter Saturday.
Literary Festival, Franschhoek – this festival attracts big names in literature
as well as gourmets of the region.
Standard Bank National Arts Festival,
Grahamstown – the largest arts festival
in the Southern Hemisphere.
The Sardine Run, KwaZulu-Natal – the
greatest dive show in the world to watch
billions of sardines, followed by hundreds
of predators.
Namaqualand Wild Flower Season, Western and Northern Cape – visit the area
in mid-August to see more than 2,600
flowers in bloom.
King Shaka Day Celebrations, KwaZuluNatal – a day celebrating Zulu traditions.
Whale Festival, Hermanus – includes whale
watching, lectures and tours, drama performances and a crafts market.
Turtle-tracking in Maputaland, KwaZuluNatal – visit the area from November to January to see the rare leatherback turtles.
Summer Sunset Concerts, Cape Town –
have a picnic on the lawn of the botanical
gardens and listen to the concert.
5b.  Listen and match the audio clips to the calender of events
in ex. 5a.

Model. Audio 1 – March.
5c. Write an email to the tour guide you will have in South Africa. Explain
what your plan is and ask for recommendations or / and clariﬁcations.
5d. Think back. In Lesson 2, ex. 1 you played a dice game “One thing
I’d like to learn about South African people / history / geography /
animals / places / traditions”. Have you learned what you wanted to?
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LESSON 4: LAND OF THE LONG WHITE CLOUD
Communicative area: speaking about New Zealand, its geography,
history and culture; visualizing a place through authentic music
Active vocabulary: a hemisphere, a canoe, a tattoo, a treaty
1a.  Close your eyes and listen to the song, partly in English,
partly in another language. Imagine the place. What else can you
picture in your mind?
1b. Can you think of a real place on Earth Aonua’s song might
be about?
2a. Work in pairs. What do the words mean? How are they connected
with New Zealand?

Wellington, Aotearoa, Maori, Pakeha, Kiwi, Tasman, Cook,
William IV, canoe, tattoo
2b.  Listen to the radio programme about New Zealand and check
your answers to ex. 2a. While listening, take notes to remember
as many other details as you can.
2c. Play Jeopardy, a competition of pairs.

1. Copy the grid on the board. During the game, write the
team’s name who give the right answer in the appropriate
square. Close your Student’s Books.
2. Decide when each pair’s turn is.
3. Pair 1, choose a topic and a question. You have 30 seconds to answer it. If you can’t, the first pair to raise their
hands can try. Those who answer correctly choose the next
question.
Geography

History

Culture

People

Nature

1 point
2 points
3 points
4 points
5 points
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Questions on geography.
1 point: Is New Zealand in the northern hemisphere?
2 points: How far is New Zealand east of Australia? 3 points:
What should you take to New Zealand if you travel in summer?
4 points: What is Gondwanaland? 5 points: Why don’t New
Zealand birds fly?
Questions on history. 1 point: Has New Zealand ever been
a colony? 2 points: When did Maori chiefs ask for protection
from the King of England? 3 points: What articles did the
Treaty of Waitangi have? 4 points: Why did they have conflicts
and wars in New Zealand? 5 points: How are the words Kiwi,
Pakeha and Maori similar and different?
Questions on culture. 1 point: Is it possible for a tourist to
see how Maori people used to live? 2 points: What kind of dance
is Haka? 3 points: What languages are official in New Zealand?
4 points: What is special about Ta Moko, Maori tattoo? 5 points:
Why do they have TV and radio channels in Maori?

 Listen again and answer more questions.

2d.

1. How big is the population of New Zealand? 2. What is the
coldest month in New Zealand? 3. What did Maori do when
they arrived in New Zealand? 4. What European country was
the first explorer to see New Zealand from? 5. Do Maori women
wear tattoos?
2e. Individually, write questions that haven’t been asked in ex. 2b,
2c or 2d.
3. Imagine you’re to write a song about New Zealand. What
instruments and sounds would you use to make your listeners feel
fully what the country is like?

LESSON 5: THE HOME OF MIDDLE-EARTH
Communicative area: choosing a book / ﬁlm to read / watch; planning a trip to The Lord of the Rings ﬁlmmaking locations in New Zealand
Active vocabulary: ﬁord, glacier, geyser, dune, stream, bay, canyon,
seashore
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1a. Look at the map and say what landscape features they don’t
have in New Zealand?

1b.  Listen to another Aonua’s song and say which landscape
features she mentions.
1c. Work in pairs. Read the lyrics of the song and choose the right
word for each gap.

… in the Pacific
There lies a … so pure
Where … snow peaked mountains
And golden sand …
It’s … been good to me
As I have grown
Such a special case to be
A stand that I call …
Aotearoa.
The jewels in the …
Your islands are so …

Meet / Deep / Sleep
land / hand / island
white / tall / small
horse / moors / shores
ever / never / always

home / foam / Rome
ocean / emotion / option
clean / cuisine / green
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Your crystal … water
That … from your streams
You’ll … be part of me
Right here, in my …
Whoever be there for me
You’ll always be … .
Aotearoa. Land of the long white … .

clear / warm / calm
drops / pours / flows
ever / never / always
heart / soul / head
home / foam / Rome
scarf / cloud / river

 Listen to the song and check.

1d.

1e. How does the singer describe her home country in the song?
Choose the best alternative.

A. It’s a diverse place.
C. It’s high in the mountains.

B. It’s a simple place.

1f. Do you agree?

1. Aonua’s music is a blend of Polynesian instruments, vocals and native wildlife mixed with contemporary European
sounds. 2. Aonua’s music is energetic. It’s good for doing aerobics or jogging. 3. Aonua’s music is spiritual. It might be good
for relaxation and healing. 4. Aonua always makes two versions
of one song: one in Maori (to demonstrate its beauty), and another in English (so that listeners could understand its words).
5. Aonua’s singer, Taisha, is definitely of British origin.
2a. Read the annotations to some New Zealand books and ﬁlms.
Match them to their covers.

1. It is 1866, and Walter Moody has come to make his fortune upon the New Zealand goldfields. On arrival, he stumbles
across a gathering of twelve local men, who have met in secret
to discuss a series of unsolved crimes.
2. The author went to New Zealand for a holiday and got
stuck for 15 years. He creates a truthful tale across the counA
try and gives vivid definitions of the North and
South islands and their differences.
3. This is a soldier’s book that focuses on actual experience and on human responses to war.
A vast array of personal experiences is covered including letters, diaries, journalists’ reports, and
memoirs.
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D

E
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4. The popular cyclist tells her story of her adventures
on two wheels over nine months across the islands of New Zealand and shares her unique and entertaining perspective
of Kiwi Life. Her writing is funny and sharp. It became a top
ten “Writer’s Reads” in 2007.
5. The film based on the novel and tells a unique drama of a
tribe on the eastern coast of New Zealand. The people of the
Whangara tribe were expecting the first-born grandson of the old
leader to pass the leadership to, but instead a girl was born.
6. The award-winning screenplay takes place in the 19th
century and is about a mute Scottish woman whose father sells
her into a marriage to a New Zealander. She doesn’t speak but
expresses herself through playing the piano.
2b. Work in pairs. Tell your partner which book / ﬁlm you would
read / watch and why.
3a. Can you think of a ﬁlm which is hugely popular worldwide and
has been shot in New Zealand? Use the words below as a clue.

Middle Earth, Frodo, Gandalf, hobbits, Mordor, Aragorn,
dwarfs, Legolas Greenleaf, Rivendell, Dark Lord, king, Gimli,
orcs, Mount Doom, elves, Sauron, Hobbiton, wizard, Saruman.
3b. Which of the words in ex. 3a are places? Which are characters?
3c. Why do you think this ﬁlm hasn’t been listed in ex. 2a?
3d. Complete the epigraph to The Lord of the Rings. Use the words
from ex. 3a.

Three Rings for the Elven-… under the sky,
Seven for the … -lords in their halls of stone,
Nine for Mortal … doomed to die,
One for the Dark … on his dark throne,
In the Land of … where the Shadows lie,
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One ring to rule them all, one ring to find them,
One ring to bring them all and in the darkness bind them
In the Land of … where the Shadows lie.
3e. Read the plot summary and check.

Tolkien’s creation is a world of magic creatures and powers. In the
Land of Mordor, twenty Rings of Power have been created, three
of which belong to the Kings of Elves, seven to Lords of Dwarfs,
and nine to Men. There’s one more ring, the Ruling Ring, to control all the others and rule Middle Earth, which is the wicked intention of Sauron, the Dark Lord. Eventually, he has gathered
to him all the Rings of Power, but all he lacks is the Ruling Ring,
which has fallen into the hands of the hobbit Bilbo Baggins. In a
sleepy village in the Shire, young Frodo Baggins finds himself
faced with an immense task, as his elderly cousin Bilbo entrusts
the Ring to his care. Frodo must leave his home and make a dangerous and risky journey across Middle Earth to Mount Doom
to destroy the Ring and the Dark Lord’s evil plan.
3f. Are the statements true or false?

1. The Lord of the Rings is a fantasy novel and film. 2. The
story is about chasing one ring that has all the powers. 3. Those
who have the Ring become immortal. 4. The Dark Lord managed to collect all rings except one. 5. Mount Doom is where
hobbits live. 6. Bilbo Baggins is the best friend of Frodo the elf.
7. Frodo is afraid of the long and risky journey and stays home.
8. In the end, the Ruling Ring is destroyed.
4a. These are a few of the 250 New Zealand places that have been
used as ﬁlm locations for The Lord of the Rings. Work in pairs. Plan
your trip to Middle Earth. Remember that you have enough money
and two weeks in New Zealand.
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1. Hobbiton, a hobbits’ settlement; 2. Rivendell, a place
where Elrond with his family and elves live; 3. Mordor, Sauron’s
home; 4. Minas Tirith, a fortress; 5. Moria, tunnels, chambers
and mines under the Misty Mountains, home of a dwarf clan;
6. Dimrill Dale, a valley on the edge of the Misty Mountains;
7. Misty Mountains; 8. Edoras, the capital city of Rohan; a place
where Aragorn, Gimli, Legolas and Gendalf met; 9. Pelennor
Fields, a location of a famous battle; 10. Fangorn Forest, the
three shepherds’ home; 11. Lothlorien, a country of elves;
12. The Dead Marshes, the main entrance to Mordor.
4b. Write an email to the tour guide in New Zealand. Explain what
your plan is, and ask for recommendations.

LESSON 6: EYES AND EARS ON INDIA
Communicative area: describing India and its regions; speculating
on reasons for India’s cultural aspects
Active vocabulary: rugged, mighty, dense, harsh, pristine, lush,
virgin, indigenous, vibrant, sacred
Active grammar: it looks like (noun), it looks (adjective); would rather
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1a. Look at the photos. Then, choose one frame and complete it to
make a poem about India.

India looks like (noun).
India sounds like (noun).
India tastes like (noun)
India smells like (noun)
India feels like (noun)
India is (noun) that …

or

India looks (adjective)
India sounds (adjective).
India tastes (adjective)
India smells (adjective)
India feels (adjective)
India is (noun) that …

1b. Mingle around your classroom and ask questions. See if you
can ﬁnd someone who had similar ideas about India.

Model. A: What do you think India looks like?
2a. Read the brief description of India’s regions. Label the map:
what regions do numbers 1–6 stand for?

The geography of India is diverse and can be divided into several regions: (1) Himalayan North – in the northern part of the
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country: rugged, mountainous and beautiful, a tourist destination for the adventurous and the spiritual; (2) the Plains –
the mighty Ganga flows through this plain, and most of the
country’s agriculture takes place here; the country’s capital,
Delhi, is here; there are also dense forests, tiger reserves,
and wildlife sanctuaries; the Virgin River Ganga is the holiest
river for the Hindus and is a major center of pilgrimage in
India; (3) Western India – miles and miles of the harsh landscape of the Thar, the Great Indian Desert; home to the colourful palaces, forts and the country’s most vibrant and biggest
city Mumbai, wonderful beaches and pristine forests of Goa;
(4) Southern India – home of famous sacred temples, tropical
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forests, great coastline and countryside infused with rich heritage, impressive beaches and cosmopolitan cities as well
as lush island groups; (5) Eastern India – it is by far the most
culturally advanced part with the highest degree of tolerance
for outsiders; its largest city is Kolkata, the cultural capital
of the country; it is also the mineral storehouse of India,
having the country’s largest and richest mines; (6) NorthEastern India – relatively virgin, the country’s tribal corner,
with lush, beautiful landscapes and indigenous flora and
fauna.
2b. Read the text again and answer the questions.

1. How many geographical regions are there in India?
2. Where are the mountains situated? What are they called?
3. Why do many people visit the Himalayan North region?
4. Why do many people visit the Plains of India? 5. What is the
official capital of India? In which region is it situated? 6. What
is the cultural capital of India? In which region is it situated?
7. Which region is rich in temples? 8. Which regions are great
locations for holidays at the sea? 9. Name three large cities
of India. In which regions are they situated? 10. In which regions do they have forests and reserves to see indigenous animals and plants?
2c. Work in pairs. Ask and answer more questions about India.
3a. Read the text in ex. 2a again and make a list of all adjectives that
describe India.
3b. Group the adjectives from ex. 3a according to their meaning
in the text in ex. 2a.

1) Adjectives to describe natural places and features: rugged, …
2) Adjectives to describe buildings and cities: colourful, …
3) Adjectives to describe people and groups of people: adventurous, …
4) Adjectives to describe other things: diverse, …

Правообладатель Вышэйшая школа

333

3c. Match the adjectives to their deﬁnitions. Use the text in ex. 2a
as a reference.

1) rugged
2) mighty
3) dense
4) harsh
5) pristine
6) lush
7) virgin
8) indigenous
9) vibrant
10) sacred

a) very green with many plants growing
b) not smooth or flat
c) lively and exciting, bright and colourful
d) very clean
e) with a lot of plants or trees growing
close together
f) in a natural or original state
g) they belong to a region where they developed
h) very large, powerful, or impressive
i) extreme, unpleasant, difficult to live in
j) connected with God, or / and religion;
holy

3d. Are the statements true or false? Correct the false ones.

1. Animals are considered sacred in Hindu culture. 2. Tigers, lions, leopards, pythons, bears, rhinoceroses, camels,
monkeys, and snakes are indigenous to India. 3. Indian deserts
are lush and inviting places. 4. The Himalayas are harsh and
extreme. They don’t forgive mistakes. 5. The lowest caste
in India is very mighty and powerful. 6. The clean beaches
of Southern India are rugged and wild. 7. Large Indian cities
are dense and overcrowded. 8. The least advanced place in India is Eastern India. 9. India, the second most populous country in the world, still has virgin places. 10. Indian festivals and
bazaars are vibrant, loud, and full of life.
4. Work in pairs. Describe one region of India; let your partner
guess it. Swap roles.
5a. Work in pairs. Which of the Indian regions would you rather
visit? Why?
5b. At home, learn a little more about the region you chose in ex. 5a.
Write for your Facebook page to invite your friends to go to India
together.
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LESSON 7: BRINGING THE BODY, MIND AND
SPIRIT TOGETHER
Communicative area: giving instructions on yoga asanas;
speculating on reasons for India’s cultural aspects
Active vocabulary: yoga, to practise (yoga), a yogi, a yogini, meditation, an ashram; body parts, to stretch, to breathe, to concentrate,
to focus, to bend, to kneel, to raise, to press
Active grammar: modal verbs of deduction and speculation;
imperative for giving instructions
1a. What do the words mean? How are they related to each other?

Sanskrit, yogi / yogini, asana, meditation, mantra, breathing, ashram, guru.
1b.

 Listen to the introduction to yoga and check your answers.

1c. Answer the questions.

1. How old is yoga? 2. What does the word “yoga” mean? 3.
Is yoga a religion? 4. Where can yoga followers practise yoga?
5. What do the two main types of yoga emphasize?
1d. Complete the tips for yoga beginners. Use the words from ex. 1a.

1. When you do …, keep a notebook with you: you might get
inspired as you might see something beautiful, or poetic,
or musical; or you can simply come up to a solution that you’ve
been looking for.
2. Deep … is a simple, yet powerful relaxation technique.
It’s easy to learn, can be practised anywhere, and provides
a quick way to get your stress level down.
3. Don’t get shocked with many words in … that are used
by yoga teachers. Soon you’ll get used to them.
4. It’s important how you position your body while doing … . Watch and listen to your yoga teacher carefully and
learn to copy their moves. With practice, you’ll soon learn all
the poses.
5. … are important in yoga, but don’t think you’re supposed
to chant them in your very first yoga lesson. First, learn the
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basics of yoga. Then, it will probably lead you to meditating
with mantras; although, many people don’t use mantras
in their practice at all.
6. Don’t get frustrated if you can’t do what other yogis do.
Remember, everybody is different, and not all bodies are made
to move the same way. A teacher, or … , is very handy on your
way to yoga.
7. … and … believe that yoga improves health by improving
how you see the world, which calms the spirit and decreases
stress.
1e. Work in pairs. Discuss.

1. Have you ever been in a yoga class? When? How did you
get there? What did you think of it? What did you feel? 2. Have
you ever done meditation? 3. Have you ever done breathing exercises? 4. If you answered Yes to questions 1-3, would you recommend those practices to your friend? Why? 5. If you answered No to questions 1-3, would you like to try any of those
practices? Why? 6. What style of yoga would you choose for
yourself? 7. Would you rather stay at an ashram or travel
to another place in India?
2a. Match the pictures of basic standing asanas to their descriptions.
a

b
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A. This pose may give you the look of a tree swayed
by wind. The pose increases the flexibility of your
spine, arms, and rib case, as well as stimulates the
liver and kidney. It helps the lungs to take in more
oxygen.
B. This pose is often used on its own. However,
it very often starts standing yoga asanas. It helps
to get and keep focused during a yoga session.
c

d
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C. This pose involves bending the upper body from the hip
until it becomes parallel to the floor. This is a good pose
to strengthen your lower back and improve control.
D. This pose strengthens your legs, back, shoulders, and
arms; it builds stamina and improves coordination and concentration.
E. This is a traditional Indian greeting of respect and thank
you, with spiritual and symbolic meaning. This is done with
your palms pressed together in the middle of your forehead
(third eye) or at your heart, and a light bow of your head and
shoulders.
2b.  Yoga asanas are sequences of slow and precise movements.
Listen to the yoga teacher and number the pictures in ex. 2a. What
is each pose called?
2c.

 Listen again and do the asanas.

2d. Work in pairs. Choose one asana in ex. 2a and give instructions
to do it. Let your partner follow your instructions. Swap roles.

1. Mountain Pose: stand, hang, breathe in and out, concentrate, stretch, look
2. Chair Pose: stand, bring, bend, stretch out, breathe,
look, focus
3. Crescent Moon Pose: kneel, step forward, rest, raise,
stretch, pull, raise, look, focus, breathe
4. Side Stretch Pose: stand, breathe in, raise, place, breathe
out, bend, hold, breathe, return
5. Namaste: stand, bring, press, bow
2e. Make it a routine: use the Internet, e.g. www.abc-of-yoga.com,
for instructions on more yoga asanas. Have one asana break in
every English lesson. It’ll give you energy and bring more air
into your lungs and brain, as well as give you more practice in
English.
3a. Work in pairs. Give some additional information to the facts
about India.

1. Many sources describe India as the first and supreme culture in the world.
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2. Hindi and English are the main official languages of India. However, there are also about 22 official and nearly hundreds of other languages and dialects spoken in the country.
3. A huge majority of the Indian population – 84% – identifies themselves as Hindu by religion.
4. Many Hindus are vegetarian.
5. There are many styles of Indian classical dance, which
is based on mythology and usually tells a story between good
and evil. It is notable for its expressive hand movements.
6. There are three national holidays in India. One of them
is Mahatma Gandhi’s Birthday.
7. More than a million Indians are millionaires, yet most Indians live on less than two dollars a day. About 35% of India’s
population lives below the poverty line.
8. British influence is seen in Indian architecture, education system, transportation, and politics.
9. Bathing in the river Ganga is thought to wash away sins.
3b. Work in pairs. India is a mixture of sights. Think of possible
reasons.

Model. They sell lots of fabric in India because Indians might
still wear handmade rather than manufactured clothes.
b

a

c

d
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3c. Match the facts in ex. 3a and photos in ex. 3b with the real
reasons behind them.

Model. 1 – C; a – L.
A. India is identified as the birthplace of Hinduism and
Buddhism.
B. Mahatma Gandhi is considered the Father of the Nation
in India. He led the country to independence.
C. The culture of India is among the world’s oldest, reaching back about 5,000 years.
D. The British Raj, or the British rule, lasted from 1858 to
1947; although they had a strong presence in India since the 1700s.
E. Hindus believe that their god Vishnu takes at least nine
earthly forms, three of which are animals. This belief stops
Hindus from eating animals.
F. Rivers have played an important role in India’s culture
and folklore. They have been worshipped as goddesses because
they bring water to dry land.
G. Despite the fact that the caste system (system of social
classes that Hindu people were born into) is illegal in modern
India, it still exists in the minds of millions of people. One
of the principles of the caste system is that one can’t change
their caste by any means.
H. India has 28 states and seven territories, and each has
at least one official language.
I. Indian dance has a tradition of more than 2,000 years.
Classical Indian dance goes in different styles: for ritual performance in temples, and for entertaining guests.
J. Hinduism, the major religion in India, is associated with
the multiplicity of gods. They have about a thousand Gods and
Goddesses which all represent many aspects of one supreme
Absolute.
K. Indian food is very spicy, especially to a European palate. People in warm climates tend to eat a lot of spices, and
there are many reasons for that. One of them is that in warm
temperatures food goes bad much quicker and spices work
as anti-microbial elements to fight that. Another reason for using a lot of spices is that most spices have medicinal properties
and make the food easier to digest.
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L. Every year, Indians export a lot of fabric. However, they
also sell a huge amount of fabric inside the country. Traditionally, Indian people don’t wear European clothes. Instead, they
wear unique Indian style clothes which are very often a long
piece of fabric wrapped about the body for both men and women. For example, for a woman’s dress, a sari, you will need between 2 and 8 meters of cloth; and an average woman may have
just a few or many saris in her wardrobe.
M. India has the world’s largest movie industry based
in Mumbai known as the “City of Dreams”. The city’s former
name was Bombay, which gave its first letter to the name of the
industry Bollywood. Every year they produce more movies
in Bollywood then they do in Hollywood, but it’s hard to compare the movies as they’re totally different in genre.
3d. Work in pairs. Categorize the facts in ex. 3c into Surprising and
Predictable.
3e. Which fact was the most surprising to you?
4. Now you know more about India. Write a new poem about it. Say
what India looks / sounds / smells / tastes / feels like.
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EXAM BITESIZE
I. Reading
1. Read the article and say in 2–3 sentences what it is about.

Madiba
Nelson Mandela is well known for his long fight against
bad government of South Africa exercising racial discrimination. Mandela was born in 1918 into a royal family of the
Tembu people where his father was a chief. After college,
Nelson Mandela studied law at a university and became a lawyer. In 1944, he joined the ANC, the African National Congress, which wanted black South Africans to have the same
human rights as whites. Mandela led young people in the
ANC to speak out against apartheid; but to speak out was
dangerous. In 1956, Mandela and 155 other people were arrested. After five years, he was set free. In 1960, people held
a demonstration against apartheid at Sharpeville. The police
shot dead 69 black people, but the government blamed the
ANC and started to hunt Mandela and eventually arrested
him. In 1964, he was arrested again and accused of plotting
to overthrow the government. At age 46, Mandela was given
a life sentence. Mandela was sent to prison on Robben Island
where he spent 18 years. Although Mandela had to do hard
labour and was allowed one visitor every 6 months, he didn’t
give up. Even the prison guards admired him. In 1990, South
Africa’s new president F.W. de Klerk set Nelson Mandela
free. The president and Mandela agreed: no more fighting.
Later, in 1993, Nelson Mandela and F.W. de Klerk shared the
Nobel Peace Prize for negotiating South Africa’s peaceful
transition to multiracial democracy. In the 1994 elections,
black people of South Africa were able to vote for the first
time. The ANC, Mandela’s party, won the election, and Nelson Mandela became South Africa’s first black president.
As a president, he was respected for his courage and wisdom
in bringing people together to live in peace. Nelson Mandela
retired in 1999. In 2004, at the age of 86, he gave up politics
to enjoy a quiet life with his family. Nelson Mandela died
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in 2013 following a lung illness. He was an inspiration for
people all over the world. South Africans called Nelson Mandela Madiba, or Tata, to show great respect and affection
to the greatest of men.
2. The author says that this person’s name is Nelson Mandela.
Why is the text called “Madiba”?
3. What did Nelson Mandela stand for?
4. Why do people consider Nelson Mandela a great man?

II. Listening
 Listen to a telephone conversation and answer the questions
below.
1. Who is Mr McDowell calling? Why?
2. What options of tours do they have at the agency?
3. What isn’t Greg going to do for his parents after
he talked to Pauline? Why?

III. Speaking
Let’s talk about South Africa.

1. What legacies did the British leave behind in the country?
2. Why do they call South Africa the rainbow nation?
3. What questions would you ask a tour guide about South
Africa?
4. What tourist destination could you advise to visit in
South Africa? What could tourists see and do there?
5. Choose any symbol of South Africa. What does it mean?
Why is it important to South Africans?
Let’s talk about New Zealand.

1. What legacies did the British leave behind in the country?
2. Why do they sometimes call New Zealand Middle-earth?
3. What questions would you ask a tour guide about New
Zealand?
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4. What tourist destination could you advise to visit in
New Zealand? What could tourists see and do there?
5. Choose any symbol of New Zealand. What does it mean?
Why is it important to New Zealanders?
Let’s talk about India.

1. What legacies did the British leave behind in the country?
2. How is the culture of India influenced by its religions?
3. What questions would you ask a tour guide about India?
4. What tourist destination could you advise to visit in India? What could tourists see and do there?
5. Choose any symbol of India. What does it mean? Why
is it important to Indians?
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UNIT 13
THE ROLE OF ENGLISH
LESSON 1: HOW GOOD IS YOUR ENGLISH?
Communicative area: reading and speaking about ﬂuency in English,
retelling jokes, listening for gist
Active vocabulary: ﬂuent(ly), mother tongue, native speaker, indepth conversation, ﬂawlessly, anxious, proﬁcient, bilingual, vice
versa, subjective
1a. Read the deﬁnition of the word ‘ﬂuent’. Do you think there is any
connection between the words ‘ﬂuent’ and ‘ﬂow’ (E.g. ‘the river ﬂows’)?

Fluent – (of a person) able to speak a language easily, well
and quickly, or (of a language) spoken easily and without
many pauses. E.g. She was fluent in her own language by the
age of two and in French by the time she was five. He speaks
fluent Chinese. He’s a fluent Chinese speaker.
1b. What language(s) are you ﬂuent in?
1c. Work with a partner. Ask and answer the questions.

 How long have you been learning English? Do you think
you are fluent in it?
 Do you use English outside the classroom? In what situations?
 Have you ever used English abroad?
 Do you read in English? Do you watch films in English?
2a. Read the post from a blog on ﬂuency in English. Fill in the
missing words and phrases from the box. You don’t need one of
them.

vice versa, native speaker, subjective, flawlessly, mother
tongue, anxious, proficient, monolingual, bilingual
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Students of English always say they want to be ‘fluent’ in English, but what does ‘fluent’ mean? How will you know when you
are fluent in English? Are you already fluent in English?
According to the dictionary, ‘fluent’ means ‘being able
to express oneself easily and clearly’.
Most likely you will never speak English as fluently as a
(1) … but people that learn to speak English can come close.
A native speaker is someone who has been speaking English
since birth, meaning it is their (2) … . It is nearly impossible for
an English language learner to sound ‘native’ unless they were
immersed in the language when they were a child. This could
mean they immigrated to an English-speaking country at a
young age or maybe had all their education in English and extensively interacted with native speakers.
When learning English, Social English or Conversational
English is the area that you will most likely become (3) ...
in first. You will be able to talk about yourself and have conversations with a variety of people in English in a social or informal setting.
Fluent English speakers:
 Think in English
If you can speak in English and rarely have to translate
words or phrases to your native language to understand and
speak, then you might be fluent.
 Speak English confidently
Do you feel good and confident when you speak English?
Some people are nervous and scared to speak English. They
worry that they are going to make mistakes or that no one will
understand them. They often worry about speaking in the
right tense and some people hesitate to speak at all. This phenomenon is called language anxiety. You should be able
to speak English confidently and naturally without feeling (4)
... about it.
 Use contextual clues to fill in what you don’t know.
You can continue a conversation and use contextual clues
(infer meaning or guess) when you don’t know what something
means. So, basically, you don’t stop a conversation to look up a
word in a dictionary. You can understand most of what is being
said and can fill in the blanks or gaps later.
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 Can code-switch.
This means you can speak in your native language and then
switch to English and (5) ... without getting confused in a single conversation. This is what you commonly see many (6) ...
children doing. They learn to speak to one parent in English
and their other parent in a different language.
 Understand humour in English and can make jokes in the
language.
Being able to ask (7) ... “Where is a certain street?” or ”How
much are these shoes?” does not amount to conversational fluency. Understanding humour in English which is based on word
play, phrasal verbs or multiple word meanings is not an easy
task. So, if you and native speakers of English are comfortable
joking and teasing one another in the language, it means conversational fluency has been achieved.
Your English fluency is (8) ...; which means it is really
based on how YOU feel, unless, of course, you want to base your
fluency on an exam.
2b. Do you agree with the opinion of the blogger?
2c. Answer the questions in the post. Compare your answers with
your partner’s. Do you think you are ﬂuent in English?
3. Work in pairs. Ask and answer the questions.

1. What is your mother tongue? 2. Do you know anyone personally who is bilingual? 3. Do you communicate with native
speakers of English? 4. Do you happen to know a non-native
speaker who can speak English flawlessly? 5. Do you usually
get anxious about speaking English in public? 6. What phrase
is used in English to state that what you have just said is also
true in the opposite order? 7. What school subjects are you really proficient in? 8. Is a school mark in English an objective
or subjective criteria in deciding how good your English is?
4a. Get a card from your teacher. Read the joke on the card and
prepare to retell it. Use pauses and appropriate intonation to get the
message across.
4b. Make a similar table in your notebook. Retell the joke to all your
classmates. Ask them to rate it on a scale from 1 to 10. Fill the names
of your classmates and their ratings in your table.
346
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Name

Points

4c. Count the average number of points your joke has received.
Whose joke seems to be the best?

LESSON 2: I WANT TO SPEAK PERFECT
ENGLISH!
Communicative area: listening for the details
Active vocabulary: widespread, mania
1a. Complete the diagram with the names of languages from the box
(p. 348).
THE MOST WIDELY SPOKEN LANGUAGES IN THE WORLD
If all of the languages spoken in the world
were proportionally represented by 100
people at a party,
17 would speak Chinese,
6 would speak Spanish,
5 would speak English,
4 would speak Hindi,
3 would speak Arabic,
3 would speak Portuguese,
3 would speak Bengali,
3 would speak Russian,
and 2 would speak Japanese.
Without a fellow speaker of their native language to talk to
at the party, the other 55* would just dance awkwardly.
* Representing Javanese, German, Panjabi, Telugu, Marathi, Tamil,
French, Vietnamese, Korean, Urdu, Italian and about 6000 other
languages.
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Japanese, Portuguese, Russian, Arabic, English, Spanish,
Mandarin, Chines, Hindi, Bengali
If all of the languages spoken in the world were proportionally
represented by 100 people at a party,
17 would speak ...
4 would speak ...
3 would speak ...
6 would speak ...
3 would speak ...
3 would speak ...
5 would speak ...
3 would speak ...
and 2 would speak ...
1b. Check with your teacher. Which of the most widespread
languages would you like to learn? Why?

2a. Look at the photos. They represent children going to school
in some countries. Guess which countries these are. What do you
think about these children?
2b. Which of the most widespread languages do you think is popular
as a foreign language in China?
3a.  Listen to the 1st part of the English Abroad radio programme.
Are the statements below true or false?

1. It takes some children in Malaysia one hour to get to
school. 2. The boy is twelve years old. 3. He has to start early.
4. He needs a passport to get to school. 5. He studies in his own
country. 6. His mother thinks the whole thing is more trouble
than it’s worth. 7. He needs English because he wants to go
to University in Britain.
348
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3b. Which facts from the programme surprised you most?
4a.  Listen to the 2nd part of the programme. You will hear Jay
Walker – a motivational speaker, who is making a presentation about
the English language. Answer the questions below.

1. What manias does he compare learning English with?
2. When do students begin learning English in China?
3. What countries does Jay Walker mention where people
are trying to learn English?
4. Mandarin Chinese is the language spoken by the largest
number of people in the world. Why do so many people take
up English in China?
5. What does English represent in Jay Walker’s opinion?
4b.  Listen again. Complete the sentences repeated by the Chinese
students in class.

I will …
I don’t want to …
I don’t ever want to …

Most importantly, I don’t want to …
I want to speak …
I want to …

5. Compare the situation in China with the situation in your own
country. Use the questions below for help.

 Which foreign languages are most widespread in Belarus?
 When do schoolchildren start learning foreign languages?
Is it a good time to start?
 How many classes of English do you have a week? Would
you like to have more / fewer of them?
 How long does it take you to get to school? If you had
to walk along the cliff edge or cross a river to get to your
school, would you still try to get there?
 Do you need a passport to get to school? Would you go to
another country every day to have English classes?
 Is there a mania in your country for learning English?
Why do many people in Belarus learn English?
 What are you learning English for?
 Do you wish you had started learning English earlier?
 Do you wish you had learned another language instead
of English?
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LESSON 3: REASONS TO LEARN ENGLISH
Communicative area: reading for detail
Active vocabulary: word-formation – sufﬁxes and preﬁxes; in the
original, viral video, hilarious, embarrassing, essential, ridiculous
1. Ask and answer the questions below.

1. Have you got a friend who doesn’t speak English and who
thinks that learning English is not very important?
2. Can you think of three interesting things a person could
do if they knew English well?
2a. Read the article and compare with your ideas.

Have you ever had friends who think learning English is a
waste of time? Have you ever needed to convince someone else
that it really is essential that they learn English for a huge
number of reasons? Here’s a list of 12 awesome things your
friends could do if they learned English.
1. Go to a nightclub and pretend to be gringos ! It’s an amazing or ridiculous conversation starter. Everyone loves to practise their English when they are at places like this. Be careful
though and make sure you are as fluent as you seem to be
at first sight. To start a conversation is not enough…
2. Use Twitter in English and reach the masses, even celebs !
Who knows? Maybe Ashton Kutcher’s or Kim Kardashian’s assistant’s assistant will retweet something they write. That
would give your friends some major bragging rights !
3. Watch movies and read books in the original language.
Lots of translated movies and books lose authenticity and include unnatural translations. Now your friends can say “I liked
the movie, but the book was WAY better ,” and actually mean it.
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4. No more subtitles! Watch movies and TV without annoying subtitles. NOTE: We advise against illegally downloading
shows and movies. Illegal downloads teach illegal English and
you don’t want to go there.
5. Read EVERY clause in a “Terms and Conditions” agreement online. Whew, what a relief. For once you will know what
you’re actually agreeing to.
6. Start understanding and wearing ironic T-shirts with
jokes on them in English.
7. Avoid disastrous “ Cakewrecks ,” misspellings on cakes.
8. Watch the Oscars on the same day it is aired without the
distracting language over-dubbing.
9. Find out that many times “love” songs aren’t really about
love.
10. Watch funny and even hilarious viral videos and read
messages inside fortune cookies and LOL, or ROTFTRDMF.
Yes, that’s Rolling On The Floor Tears Rolling Down My Face.
11. Try to understand what is written in that error message
you get when you send an e-mail to a full inbox, or those pop-up
errors when they are trying to watch a video online.
12. Speak English to a friend, boyfriend or girlfriend about
that embarrassing subject in front of family members or other
people who won’t understand it.
Can you think of others?
2b. Match the highlighted words with the explanations below.

A. appear suddenly and unexpectedly
B. a video that quickly attains a high popularity (from ‘virus’)
C. Americans
D. a biscuit containing a message, usually about your future, eaten especially after a Chinese meal
E. a spoiled cake
F. famous people, celebrities
G. much better
H. a particular part of a written legal document
I. important reasons to speak in a too proud or happy way
about what you have done or what you own; to boast
J. to make someone certain
K. the quality of being what something appears to be, real
and true, not false
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2c. Have you ever done any of the things mentioned in the article?
3a. Work with your partner. Use the context and preﬁxes to put the
underlined adjectives from ex. 2a into three groups: positive,
negative, and neutral. Which preﬁxes have been helpful?
3b. Match the adjectives with their deﬁnitions.

1. Very funny, extremely amusing and causing a lot
of laughter. 2. Extremely surprising, astonishing. 3. Causing
feelings of great admiration, respect or fear / very impressive
(slang). 4. Absurd, laughable / Absurdly or unbelievably good,
bad, crazy (slang). 5. Necessary, needed. 6. Attentive. 7. Not
natural. 8. Not legal. 9. Making you slightly angry. 10. Making you feel anxious and uncomfortable. 11. Harmful, damaging, deadly. 12. Taking your attention away from what you
should be doing. 13. More important, bigger or more serious
than others of the same type. 14. Full of irony – a means of expression which suggests (humorously or angrily) a different
meaning for the words used.
3c. One of the adjectives in your list does not have a sufﬁx – major.
Put all the other adjectives into groups according to the sufﬁxes
they take. Then match the sufﬁxes with their meanings. Add one
more example to each group.

1) relating to;
2) describing something that has a particular quality;
3) doing something;
4) full of something or having the quality of something
or causing something;
5) tending to behave in a particular way, or having a particular quality;
6) of, like, or related to a particular thing.
4a. Complete the article using the words in brackets to form words
that ﬁt in the gaps. In most cases you will need the sufﬁxes and
preﬁxes you have worked with in this lesson.

Videos gone viral
A viral video is a video that becomes popular through the process of Internet sharing, typically through video sharing web352
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sites, (SOCIETY) media and email. Viral videos often have
(HUMOUR) content and include televised comedy sketches,
videos on YouTube and web-only productions. Some eyewitness
events have also been caught on video and have “gone viral”.
More recently, there has been a surge in viral videos on video
sharing sites such as YouTube, partially because of the availability of affordable (DIGIT) cameras.
One of the examples of viral videos is Gangham Style
by PSY. YouTube has also become a means of promoting bands
and their music. Many (DEPEND) musicians, as well as large
companies, use YouTube to promote videos. Viral videos continue to increase in popularity as (TEACH) and instructive
aids. In March 2007, an elementary school teacher, Jason
Smith, created TeacherTube, a website for sharing (EDUCATION) videos with other teachers. The site now features over
54,000 videos. YouTube has become a (POWER) source of campaigning for presidential and other elections with candidates
posting hundreds of videos. It is seen as an example of the
growing influence of the Internet on politics.
Unfortunately, viral videos can lead to cyberbullying. The
Canadian high school student known as Star Wars Kid was subjected to ostracizing after the viral success of his video. His
family accepted a (FINANCE) settlement after suing the individuals responsible for posting the video online.
In a recent blog post, YouTube weblebrity Kevin Nalty, aka
Nalts, asks the question “How many views do you need to be viral?” In 2011 he said, “A few years ago, a video could be considered “viral” if it hit a million views.” But later Nalts (DATE)
that definition. He said, “A video, I submit, is “viral” if it gets
more than 5 million views in a 3-7 day period.”
If your video goes viral, it can generate enough cash for
a decent living, make you (FAME) like Justin Bieber or present
you with a chance to turn it into a feature film like Andrew
Graham’s “Ultimate Dog Tease”. Good luck!
4b. Tell your partner about the amazing or hilarious viral videos (in
English!!!) you have seen.
5. Work in small groups. Answer the question at the end of ex. 2a.
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LESSON 4: ENGLISH AND CAREER
Communicative area: reading and listening for detail
Active vocabulary: advantage, beneﬁt
Revision grammar: Real Conditionals
1a. Work with a partner. Put the words in the right order to read the
quote from Frank Smith, a famous psycholinguist.

Student A: One / in / a / for / sets / life / language / corridor /
you
Student B: every / way / two / door / along / the / languages /
open.
1b. Explain the meaning of the quote. What is the knowledge of a
foreign language compared with? Do you agree with Frank Smith?
2. Read the information below. What does it tell you about the role
of English in a career?

In one of his books – The Mother Tongue: English & How It Got
That Way – famous author Bill Bryson gives four interesting
examples which prove the importance of English in the world
of business.
 The six countries – members of the European Free Trade
Association – communicate in English. And none of them
are English-speaking countries!
 In 1977, four companies from France, Italy, Germany,
and Switzerland started Iveco (a truck-making company).
They chose English as Iveco’s official language.
 When the Swiss company Brown Boveri and the Swedish
company ASEA merged in 1988, they decided to use English in the new company.
 When Volkswagen opened a factory in Shanghai it found
that there were too few Germans who spoke Chinese,
and too few Chinese who spoke German. So now German
engineers and Chinese managers communicate in English.
Can you give other examples to prove the importance of learning
English for career development?
354
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3a. Match the words and deﬁnitions.

advantage
benefit

a helpful or good effect
a condition giving a greater chance of success

3b.  Listen to the radio programme on the role of English in career
development. Note down the advantages and beneﬁts of learning
English. Compare your list with your partner’s.
4a.  Listen to the radio programme again. Complete the sentences
below.

1. You need to learn this language if you want to do … with
a country outside of your own.
2. In many parts of the world, such as the U.S., you cannot
get a job unless you speak English at native … .
3. But if you’re not part of the … business scene, do you still
need English?
4. If you are able to express yourself effectively, you are
halfway towards … in our career.
5. If you want a good job in business, technology or …, get
out of that armchair and start learning English now!
6. If you already have a good …, start learning before you
lose it!
7. If the level of language is not up to the mark, then getting good … in such exams would be next to impossible.
4b. Look through the sentences in ex. 4a. Answer the questions
below.

a) What kind of sentences are they? b) How many clauses are
there in each sentence? c) In each case, is the speaker talking
about a situation which they see as real or unreal? d) What tenses
are used in the if-clauses? e) What tenses are used in the main
clauses? f) What word is used instead of ‘if’ in one of the sentences? What is the meaning of this word? Can you rewrite this
sentence using ‘if’? g) Why cannot ‘unless’ be used in sentence 3?
5a. Look through the expressions. Make sure you understand their
meaning. Put them into four groups depending on what they are
related to: 1) education, 2) science and research, 3) business or 4)
all the above.

To get a job as an airline pilot, to negotiate deals, to find job opportunities, to require English, to have a significant advan-
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tage, to broaden your employment opportunities, to work
on new scientific developments, to read international contracts, to work with customers and clients around the world,
to display proficiency in English, to have your dream job, to go
to conferences, to progress in your field, not to lag behind
in every walk of life, to open up unimaginable opportunities
in life, to study abroad, to do research on an academic level,
to read periodicals, to publish articles in journals, to maintain
a position in academia, to stand first in competition, to get
your dream job and earn more money, to gain technical knowledge, to use your computer more effectively, to become a better
employee, to be a world-class businessman, to go to conventions, to access news and information, to get a high score in international exams, to have brilliant career prospects, to be
an ideal candidate for jobs in trade, international business
or translation.
5b. Give advice making use of Conditionals and the expressions in
ex. 5a. Choose between ‘if’ and ‘unless’. Follow the example below.

Model. to communicate with business partners – If you want to
communicate with your foreign business partners easily, you should learn English at a good level.
5c. Work in groups of four. Use as many expressions from ex. 5a
as you can to speak about

the importance of English in your education (Student A);
the role of English in achieving success in science (Student B);
the significance of English in career development (Student C);
the influence of English on all the three spheres: education,
science and research and business (Student D).
While Student A is speaking, Students B, C and D tick the expressions from ex. 5a used by the speaker.
6a. Translate Alan Walker’s words into your language.

English helps bag assignments, stand first in competition. In a
nutshell, English is the oxygen that one’s professional life very
strong and agile. English is indispensable to one’s success. It is
a language of prominence in the professional world. The importance of English begins at the threshold of the professional
356
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world. At the reception, precisely. As they say, well begun
is half done; the person with necessary interpersonal skills and
decent communication skills can impress a client right at the
beginning of any business deal. Good communication skills
in English are mandatory for successful seminars and presentations. If you are able to express yourself effectively, you are
halfway towards success in your career.
Competitive examinations make learning English even
more indispensable. The journey with English in a situation
like this is almost right from birth to all the major and quintessential phases of life. Studying abroad now requires knowledge
of the English language. If the level of language is not up to the
mark, then getting a high score in international exams would
be next to impossible. In other words, it can be said that the
dream to study in an English country will be shattered to pieces
just because of poor language skills. Knowledge of English becomes mandatory in any given situation of life. Therefore it is
highly suggested to realize sooner than later the importance
of learning English. English opens brilliant career vistas
in which one could stroll and relax elegantly. On the other
hand, career prospects become limp in a situation where English takes a back seat.
6b. What is the knowledge of English / learning English compared
with?
7a. Work in small groups. Discuss your career plans and the role
of English in achieving your personal goals.
7b. Write an essay on the topic ‘Advantages and beneﬁts of learning
English.’

LESSON 5: WHY ENGLISH IS A GLOBAL
LANGUAGE
Communicative area: reading for gist and for detail
Active vocabulary: lingua franca
Revision grammar: Unreal Conditionals
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1. Do the quiz. Compare the results with your partner. Check with
the whole group.

1. What was the lingua franca – world language – 100-200
years ago?
2. Which group is larger: people who speak English as a
first language or people who speak English as a second language?
3. What are the main two reasons why English has become
an international language today?
4. What are two reasons why English is not a good international language?
5. What is Esperanto?
6. What might the future international language be?
2a. Read the extract below. Answer the question in italics.

– When does a dialect becomes a language?
– When it gets an army and a navy.
About 500 years ago, between five and seven million people
spoke English and almost all of them lived on the British Isles.
Today, up to 2 billion people speak English.
How did it happen?
The fact of English turning into a lingua franca has nothing
to do with the structure of the language, or any qualities
of English, and everything to do with politics and history.
Can you explain the connection between the growth of English and the course of politics and history?
2b. Work individually or in pairs. Prepare to share the information in
your extract with your group. Student(s) 1 – Colonialism; Student(s)
2 – Lingua Franca; Student(s) 3 – Rise of the USA; Student(s) 4 –
Soft power; Student(s) 5 – Science, technology and more.

Colonialism
British sailors, soldiers, pilgrims, traders, and missionaries
took English on a journey around the world after its millennium-long history on the British Isles. English-speaking pu358
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ritans arrived in North America and brought English
along with them. Other languages like Spanish, French,
Dutch and German were also widely spoken, but English was the majority language and had to be encouraged.
And it wasn’t just America that said “hello” to English. At one point in the early twentieth century, the British Empire expanded across almost a quarter of the
world’s surface, not including the USA. According to a
popular saying, “the sun never set on the British Empire”.
Nowadays, the sun has set on the empire, but English remains an important language in every single former colony. It’s gone but not forgotten. Today, as well as in the
past, English remains the language of business, administration and education

Lingua Franca
Post-independence, many countries became officially
multilingual for the first time, but the various groups
needed a language for communication with each other and
with other nations. Again, that was English. English
is now the dominant or official language in 75 territories:
a direct legacy of the British Empire. In countries where
large settler colonies were formed, such as Australia,
Canada and the USA, native languages and cultures have
been pushed to near-extinction by the presence of English.
It was not the first language of European colonialism;
Portuguese and Dutch left the continent earlier. And, as recently as the 19th century, English wasn’t the world’s lingua franca (as the term suggests, French was the number
one language of international communication). So something must have happened more recently to give the language its unique international status. Without the rise
of the USA in the 20th century, the world’s language landscape would look very different.
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Rise of the USA
While Europe was rebuilding in the years after 1945, the
USA boomed. American businesses picked up where the
British East India Company had left off centuries before,
taking English around the world as a language of trade.
The influence of American business has made English the
number one language of international trade in the 21st
century. All of the world’s top business schools now teach
in English. But the cultural legacy of the post-war decades
is also very important to the growth of English as a world
language.
As well as sending money across the Atlantic, the USA
provided the soundtrack through rock and roll, jazz and,
later, disco and hip hop. Hollywood movies became global
sensations and American television series became cultural
reference points. American culture was everywhere, radiating confidence and success, the things which the world
ravaged by war was in need of.

Soft Power
It wasn’t just American music that brought English into
the world’s discotheques and homes. British bands including the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, Queen, Pink Floyd, the
Police or Led Zeppelin ensured that Britannia ruled the airwaves, if not the waves.
The hippy movement came from San Francisco and London. Music festivals including the Isle of Wight and Woodstock became iconic for a whole generation, whether English speakers or not.
This “soft power” continues today… English is “cool”,
that’s why it is used in advertising. Bands release their
work in English to reach the largest possible audience and
film-makers too. This invisible pressure to produce creative
works in English adds to the cultural momentum the language developed in the second half of the twentieth cen360
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tury. The style-conscious language of extreme sports
is English: snowboarders ollie, fakie, and rodeo whether
they are Canadian, Swiss, Belarusian or Japanese. The word
“cool” itself has been assimilated into various languages.

Science, Technology and More
Don’t forget about science and technology. The global
power of the USA coincided with the birth of popular computing, and English is the language of the technological
revolution and the Internet. What happens inside the devices is also dominated by English. The USA remains the
most innovative technological nation, so English is the
dominant language of the sphere.
Apart from the efforts of some early colonisers, hundreds of years ago, the success of English has more to do
with “pull” than “push”. People in British colonies who
wanted an education would receive that education in English. Artists who want to reach the largest audience for
their work can do that in English. If you want to trade internationally, you will need to speak English. And you
don’t have to speak English to have a successful career, but
it certainly helps.
2c. Work in groups. Retell the information you’ve read to your
group.
2d. In the same group, answer the questions:

 Why didn’t Dutch, German, French or Spanish become the
lingua franca after French?
 Why is English the language of international trade?
 What does ‘soft power’ mean?
 Do you think English will remain number one?
3. Read the paragraph below. Do you agree with its main idea?

Will English remain number one? Some people suggest that
English has become ubiquitous (omnipresent) because it is
“easy to learn” or especially flexible, but a glance backwards
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suggests that this is irrelevant. Despite a devilishly complex
case system, Latin was Europe’s most influential language for
over a thousand years (and its descendents are still going
strong). People learned Latin then for the same reasons they
learn English now: to get ahead in life and have access to knowledge. Yet now Latin is only spoken by priests and scholars.
Languages and borders change over time; English is changing
too, but it is likely to remain the number one language in our
global village during our lifetimes.
4a. Work in pairs. Read the sentences below and answer the
questions that follow.

 If the USA hadn’t become a major world power after the
fall of the British Empire, would English still be the language of international communication?
 If English hadn’t become the lingua franca, which language could have taken its place?
 If you could choose, which language would you make the
lingua franca?
1) What kind of sentences are they? 2) How many clauses
are there in each sentence? 3) In each case, is the situation real
or unreal? 4) What tenses are used in the if-clauses? 5) What
tenses are used in the main clauses? 6) Which sentence illustrates the pattern: past condition + present result? 7) What are
the patterns for the other two sentences?
4b. Ask and answer the questions in ex. 4a. Compare your answers
with your classmates’.
4c. Explain the humour of the joke (ex. 2a).

LESSON 6: CONVERSE TO CONSERVE
Communicative area: listening for the gist
Active vocabulary: to converse, ancestor, decline, on the verge,
vulnerable, assimilation, to simplify, concern, to foster, dominant,
revival, heritage
Revision grammar: Conditionals
362
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1a. Look through the words and phrases below. What do you think
the lesson is devoted to?

extinction to

lose resources biodiversity
endemic to conserve

endangered

1b. Look through the materials of the lesson and check your
predictions. Do you think species and languages that are dying out
have a lot in common?
2a. Talk with your partner. Ask and answer the questions.

1. Where did you grow up? What language did you use
to converse in your childhood?
2. What language do you use to get by in the streets of your
city / town; to get directions when you are in another place
of Belarus; to interact with people; to buy things in the corner
shop?
3. Are children in your school from different linguistic
backgrounds? What language do you use to communicate with
each other?
2b. Read the extract below. Where is the author from? What language
does he mostly use?

Marathi. Gujarati. Hindi. English. Kutchi. In Bombay, where
I grew up, I used these languages every day. To get by on the
streets, to get directions, to interact with people – I had to be able
to speak Marathi. To go to a corner store to buy rice or tomatoes
for dinner, I had to speak a little Gujarati, the language of many
local shopkeepers. Kids in my school came from so many different linguistic backgrounds that we conversed either in English,
the language of instruction, or Hindi, India’s most widely-spoken tongue. And my grandparents spoke Kutchi, the language
of our ancestors, who came from the deserts of western India.
Despite their best efforts, I did anything I could to avoid responding to my grandparents in Kutchi. After all, they could
converse fluently in a number of Bombay’s working languages.
And I sensed from a very early age that Kutchi wasn’t useful
in any obvious way. It couldn’t help me make friends, follow
what was on TV, or get me better grades. So by default, I abandoned the language of my ancestors and chose instead to operate in the linguistic mainstream.
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2c. Discuss in pairs.

1. What was the language of your ancestors?
2. Is it useful to you in any obvious way? Does it help you to
make friends, follow what is on TV or get better marks at school?
3. Can you say, that, like Rai Rathor, you ‘abandoned (left,
stopped using) the language of your ancestors and chose instead to operate in the linguistic mainstream’? Or is your story
different from his?
3a. Read the summary of a lecture by Rai Rathor on dying languages.
Make sure you understand every word of the summary. Work in pairs
to predict what kind of information might be missing. Begin with the
form – stating what part of speech is missing – and then move on to
the content.

Model. The number of native languages in India which are rapidly losing speakers is … .
In this sentence, a number must be missing. In India
there are hundreds of native languages, the number must
be quite big, up to several hundred.
1. The number of native languages in India which are rapidly losing speakers is … .
2. Only 600 of the world’s languages are … as they are still
learned by children.
3. The decline of many languages began in … with European
expansion.
4. English has become the primary international medium
of science, commerce … .
5. The areas of linguistic diversity are on the verge of … .
6. Endemic1 tongues are very vulnerable – they can disappear as a result of genocide, legal bans, …, … or … .
7. In many countries children are educated in the … language, which leads to the loss of their mother tongue.
8. A single language in a multinational state is supposed
to …, which, unfortunately, doesn’t guarantee political unity.
9. We lose understanding of the biodiversity as the rich vocabulary reflecting the ecological knowledge of … is simplified
and, eventually, lost forever.
1

endemic – свойственный данной местности / уласцівы для дадзенай
мясцовасці
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10. With the help of community groups, governments and
linguists some languages are experiencing … .
11. Multilingualism might help to conserve and revive … .
3b.  Listen to the lecture and complete the sentences in the
summary using not more than 3 words.
4a. Match the words / phrases and their deﬁnitions:

1) to converse
(formal)
2) ancestor
3) decline
4) on the verge
5) vulnerable
6) assimilation
7) to simplify
8) concern
9) to foster
10) dominant
11) revival
12) heritage

a) features belonging to the culture of a particular society, such as traditions, languages or buildings, which still exist from
the past and which have a historical importance
b) anxiety, worry
c) process of going, often slowly, from a
higher or better position to a lower or worse one
d) a person, plant, animal or object that is related to one existing at a later point in time
e) to encourage the development or growth
of (ideas or feelings)
f) the process of coming / bringing something back to life, health, existence, or use
g) to make easier, simpler
h) to be very near to experiencing something
i) able to be easily physically, emotionally,
or mentally hurt, influenced or attacked
j) more important, strong, noticeable, etc.
than anything else of the same type
k) the process of becoming similar to something
l) to talk with someone

4b. Complete the questions with the active vocabulary of the lesson.

1. Do you know a lot about your …?
2. What are the main treasures of our cultural …?
3. What is the … language in our country?
4. What language do you use … with your classmates /
teachers / parent / grandparents / foreign friends?
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5. Would you agree that in everyday speech people who
speak Belarusian tend … their language?
6. What are the typical signs of a … of a language?
7. Would you agree that the main cause of the decline of our
mother tongue is the process of its …?
8. Do you think Belarusian is … of extinction?
9. Is Belarusian in a … position?
10. Is there a lot of … about the fate of Belarusian in our society?
11. Do you think the use of a national language helps … national identity?
12. What are the ways to the … of our mother tongue?
4c. Read the last paragraph of the lecture. Do you agree with the
author’s idea?

Many experts believe that the best way to conserve linguistic
wealth is to foster multilingualism. Certainly, different peoples need to understand each other, which is why some languages have always served as linguae francae. But among minority language speakers, multilinguilism has always been the
norm – my grandparents in Bombay are a good example. Even
today, it’s estimated that two thirds of all children are still
growing up in multilingual environments. Encouraging the
use of minority languages might help revive the linguistic heritage of many countries. A millennia of human experience are
accumulated in the planet’s many languages and this linguistic
diversity may be as essential to our cultural health as biological diversity is to our physical health. Each language is its own
world. By allowing so many of these worlds to disappear,
we may be losing a lot more than just words.
5a. Match the sentence from the lecture with the correct pattern.

If Kutchi had had fewer speakers, the recent earthquake
could easily have extinguished it.
past condition + present result
past condition + past result
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present condition + past result
present condition + present result
5b. Make your own Conditional sentences, using the patterns above
and the active vocabulary of the lesson.

Model. If we had more concern about our mother tongue, we
would be able to revive our cultural heritage.
6. Explain the title of the lesson.

LESSON 7: WOTY
Communicative area: reading for the gist, guessing intelligently
Active vocabulary: selﬁe, Google Glass, geek, omber, to make the
headlines, runner-up, drone, hoodie
Revision grammar: Conditionals
1. Can you decode the title of the lesson? If not, ask your teacher for
help.
2a. Work in pairs. Explain (if you know) or try to guess (if you don’t)
the meaning of the following English words:

to chillax, frankenfood, infomania, a noob, textspeak, illiterati, twitterati, a selfie, to defriend.
2b. Match the words with their meanings to check if you were right.

1) remove someone from a list of friends or contacts on a social networking website; another term for ‘unfriend;
2) calm down and relax;
3) a person who is inexperienced in a particular sphere
or activity, especially computing or the use of the Internet;
4) people who are not well educated or well informed about
a particular subject or sphere of activity;
5) a self-portrait photograph, typically taken with a handheld digital camera or camera phone;
6) genetically modified food;
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7) language regarded as characteristic of text messages,
consisting of abbreviations, acronyms, initials, emoticons (wut
hpns win u write lyk dis);
8) keen or frequent users of the social networking site Twitter;
9) the compulsive desire to check or accumulate news and
information, typically via mobile phone or computer;
2c. Match the sentences below with the patterns in the boxes.

past condition + present result
past condition + past result
present condition + past result
present condition + present result
If you weren’t such a noob, you would have sent her the selfie
via Skype.
If I hadn’t defriended her, I would never be able to chillax at all.
If you weren’t such an illiterati, you would understand textspeak.
If you hadn’t become a twitterati, you wouldn’t have developed infomania.
2d. Was it easy for you to explain / guess the meaning of these
words? Why? How is it connected with the fact that English is the
lingua franca now?
3a. Use the illustrations to understand the article on words of the
year. What year do you think it was? Why do you think so?

Oxford Dictionary made headlines when it picked selfie as its
Word of the Year. If you’ve got
a mobile phone with a camera,
chances are you’ve taken a selfie, a
picture of yourself made by stretching out your arm so the photo shows,
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not just your face, distorted and tilted at an odd
angle, but also your surroundings or companions. It turns out that artists like Rembrandt
were making selfies centuries before there were
cameras, it just took them longer. Shortly after
Oxford’s choice was announced, President
Barak Obama made even bigger headlines when
he appeared together with British Prime Minister David Cameron in a selfie taken by Danish
Prime Minister Helle Thorning Schmidt, at Nelson Mandela’s memorial service. Even though
he wasn’t taking the shot, and the atmosphere
at the Memorial was celebratory, not somber,
Obama was the only member of the troika criticized for the selfie by the press.
Although media stories were full of criticism of the president for lack of respect,
Schmidt explained that the 4-hour ceremony
had many festive moments celebrating Mandela, and the selfie should be seen in that context. In addition, most of the media missed
the fact that it was Thorning Schmidt who
took the selfie, not the president, though
he was clearly helping to steady the camera
phone. Photographing someone photographing themselves, as Schmidt does here, may
constitute a new genre, the metaselfie1.
If Oxford Dictionary had chosen selfie
as its WOTY back in 1916, we’d know James
Joyce’s first novel by a completely different title. Joyce can
be seen in the cover photo holding an early prototype of the
iPhone 5s that he found in a pub, so it’s also likely that his next
novel, Ulysses, would have been a series of Leopold Bloom’s
selfies shot as he made his way across Dublin on June 162.
1
meta = beyond or at a higher level; metaselfie = photo of someone taking
a photo of themselves
2
Ulysses is a modernist novel by Irish writer James Joyce, which chronicles the passage of Leopold Bloom through Dublin during an ordinary day, 16
June, 1904.
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Selfies are fairly new, but Collins Dictionary chose an old word, geek, as its
Word of the Year, because the definition
of geek has recently changed from negative to positive. According to the OED,
in the nineteenth century a geek was
a fool; more recently, the word referred
to “an overly diligent, unsociable student”
or “any unsociable person obsessively devoted to a particular pursuit.” Newer still,
geeks meant those “preoccupied with computing,” though as the OED’s citations
make clear, there have been both negative
and positive uses of computer geek since
that meaning appeared in the 1990s. Now
geek has generalized even further, and
Collins defines the primary sense of geek
as positive, with no mention of antisocial
behavior: “a person who is very knowledgeable and enthusiastic about a specific subject.” I’m not
convinced that positive geek has outpaced the negative term,
but even if it has, our suspicion of expertise suggests that
we will always need negative words like geek and nerd for those
who know too much but have no people skills.
Besides these WOTY winners, there are plenty of worthy
runners-up:
Drone – an unmanned aircraft used for delivering bombs
and, soon, packages from Amazon and other online retailers.
Hoodie – an item of clothing popular with students, young
people.
Google Glass – the newest wearable computer for hipster
geeks which can take pictures, give directions, and see through
clothing. It has no plural: there are no Google Glasses. With
a $1500 price tag and only 12 Gb of available flash memory,
Google Glass is not ready for WOTY status, but it does raise
the provocative question, if you have 6 Gb of data on that flash
drive, is your Glass half empty or half full?
(adapted from The Web of Language,
article The Word of the Year for 2013 is ‘marriage’)
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3b. Find words in the article that mean

1) serious, sad and without humour or amusement;
2) became written about a lot;
3) a group of three people, especially government officials;
4) a person, especially a man, who is unattractive and awkward or embarrassing socially; synonym to ‘geek’;
5) participants who complete a race or competition but who
do not win.
Which of the words that you have found in the article is of Russian
origin?
3c. Discuss with your partner:

 Why did Obama selfie make headlines? Do you think it was
OK to take a selfie at Nelson Mandela’s funeral?
 How has the meaning of the word ‘geek’ changed?
 Why do you think the runners-up didn’t become WOTY?
3d. Find Conditionals in the paragraph in bold illustrating past
condition, present result and past result.
4. Work in pairs. Ask and answer the questions.

Do you ever take selfies?
Do you know anyone who is a computer geek?
Have you got a hoodie? Do you like wearing it?
Would you like to have Google Glass?
When do you think Amazon will start using drones to deliver goods to customers?
5. Answer the questions.

Do you know what the word of last year was? What word
do you think is going to be the word of this year? Which of the
words in the Lesson have you used before? Which of the words
in the Lesson are you going to use? Do you know any other English words that have made headlines recently?
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EXAM BITESIZE
I. Reading
1. Read the tips below. Say in 2–3 sentences what they are about.

Take a Couple of Tips from an Old Timer
Here are some tips on how to improve your English with the
help of the Internet or without it.
Define your learning objectives early: What do you want
to learn and why? If you want to get proficient in English and
have in-depth conversations with native speakers – it’s one
thing. If you want to chat with a friend from China via Skype – it’s another thing. Do an online quiz to find out what
kind of learner you are and what your strengths and weaknesses are.
Make learning a habit. Try to learn something every day.
It is much better to study (or read, or listen to English news,
etc.) 10 minutes each day than to study for 2 hours once
a week. Look for learning tips online to help you.
Use the Internet. The Internet is the most exciting, unlimited English resource that anyone could imagine and it is
right at your fingertips.
Choose your materials well. You will need reading, listening, grammar, writing and speaking materials depending
on your level – probably, from intermediate to advanced. You
can’t even imagine what a wealth of resources the Internet
can provide you with! Choose listening and reading materials
that relate to what you are interested in. Being interested
in the subject will make learning more enjoyable – thus, more
effective. If you are a computer geek, find a similar nerd
overseas. You’ll have a lot to talk about.
Vary your learning routine. It is best to do different
things each day to help keep the various relationships between each area active. Today you can download and read
a chapter from a new book in the original, tomorrow –
to watch a film that has received an Oscar, the day after tomorrow – a new viral video, later – a piece of news that has
made the headlines.
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Don’t just study grammar. And always relate grammar
to practical usage. Grammar is essential and an advantage,
but by itself it does not help you USE the language. You should
practise what you are learning by employing it actively.
Find friends to study and speak with. Learning English
together can be very encouraging. You can find lots of friends
to speak English over the Internet. Communicate! There
is nothing like communicating in English and being successful. Grammar exercises are good – having your friend on the
other side of the world understand your email or chat is fantastic! By the way, there’s no need to be anxious about your
pronunciation or grammar – you’re not going to converse
with the Queen. Simplify your sentences – KISS with your
language – that is Keep It Short and Simple.
Move your mouth! Understanding something and being
able to do something are two completely different things. The
muscles of your mouth might not be able to produce a sound
or a word after the first attempt. Have several goes at it –
there’s nothing embarrassing in trying to sound authentic.
Practise speaking what you are learning aloud. It may seem
strange, but it is very effective. Take a selfie while practising
difficult sounds – it WILL be hilarious!
Be patient with yourself. Remember: learning to speak
a language fluently is a gradual process – it does not happen
overnight. It is not a computer that is either on or off! Even
native speakers make mistakes using their mother tongues.
To speak a foreign language flawlessly might take years and
years. But think about the benefits!
Practise, practise, practise. Practice makes perfect!
2. Choose the tip that you ﬁnd the most useful and read it aloud.
3. Which of the tips is the least useful to you and why?
4. How helpful is the Internet in following the tips above?

II. Listening
 Listen to a lecture on English as a lingua franca and answer
the questions below:
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1. What topic is discussed in the lecture?
2. What features of English create problems for native
speakers?
3. What features of English create problems for non-native speakers?

III. Speaking
Let’s speak about the place and role of English in today’s world.

1. What are the advantages and benefits of knowing
English?
2. Would you like to connect your life with learning
or teaching English? Why (not)?
3. More and more people are choosing English as their
foreign language. Is it good or bad?
4. My nephew is not very good at English. What advice
could you give him on how to improve his English?
5. If you could choose any language to become a lingua
franca, what language would you choose?
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